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Summer is a time of weddings and wild bache-
lorette parties that last all night. 

Forgo the traditional pajama party for a chance 
to dance from dusk ‘til dawn at Caribbean Club!

As one of the Kyiv’s oldest and best clubs, there 
is no better place to celebrate your bachelorette 
party than with us. 

Every Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, and Satur-
day we showcase the best bands and shows in 
the city.

Enjoy performances, live music, and then dance 
all night long, and then watch the sun come up 
before your big day.

Thousands of brides have enjoyed their last few 
days of being single with Caribbean Club – won’t 
you join them?

Symona  Petlyury 4
+380 (67) 224 4411
www.caribbean.com.ua 
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From the Editor

I had the great honour of  giving the commencement speech at Kyiv 
International School’s Grade 12 graduation this month. These kids 
have had an incredible education thanks to some amazing teachers 
from all over the world with their own experiences. Writing it was 
special. Delivering it even more so. I leave you with an excerpt as 
graduates from all over Kyiv take their last steps in schools they 
love well.

Before you go off on your respective paths – whether less or more travelled, 
perhaps you might take a moment to think about the path that has brought you 
here – Kyiv, the amazing and historical city that has cradled you. As a place 
of  new construction, UNESCO World Heritage Sites, great greenery amidst 
decaying structures once important to generations in previous centuries, it is the 
same microcosmic juxtaposition of  the world you are going out into. But it is also 
a city, a country, that is rebuilding, reforming itself  as its own, as opposed to a 
place long since fastened to an empire that refuses to let go. And that is one of  the 
amazing things about this place – that these are things you can see certainly, but 
that you can also feel. This is one of  the things I want you to remember when 
you go off. That these streets were walked once too by some of  the most amazing 
people – Pablo Picasso, Ihor Stravinsky, Sergey Diaghilev, Vaslav Nijinsky, 
Taras Shevchenko, Nikolai Gogol, David Duchovny… 
I think one of  the most important lessons of  this country, at least for me, is that 
this is a place where not only has history been made but that it continues to shape 
a nation. And not just because of  the people I named, but also because of  you. 
Because of  this, you will always have a place to call home in Kyiv, whether this 
feels like home, whether you were born here. It will always welcome you back. 
Despite the traffic, despite the corruption, despite the black holes that still hold, 
this is an amazingly energetically charged place I hope you never forget. 
As you take your last steps through this great city, before you look to call another 
home for a time, I urge you to peek through an archway or two. The streets that 
house these buildings lead to something bigger and better. In many ways they 
are like you. You are a façade at the moment, people will expect things from you 
based on your appearance, your family, your history. What’s amazing about 
these archways though is that they lead to secret courtyards and gardens. Far 
deeper, far more intense, far more real than just the archways themselves, they are 
places of  hidden magic. And that’s what’s great about this time. Your courtyards 
are yet to be really and truly discovered – even by you. 

“I think one of the most 
important lessons of this 
country, at least for me, is 
that this is a place where not 
only has history been made 
but that it continues to shape 
a nation”

Editor-in-Chief 
Lana Nicole Niland
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Anders Åslund

What’s New

OPPOSITION 
Despite his success, he hostility to Zelen-
skiy from the losers, has been great and 
aggressive. He is accused of  being a pup-
pet of  the oligarch Ihor Kolomoiskiy, as if  
people have forgotten that Poroshenko is 
also an oligarch. All kinds of  weird suspi-
cions are being presented as facts. A large 
number of  civil society activists presented 
a long list of  “red lines” that the new pres-
ident must not cross. That was not much 
of  a welcome, but if  you run against the 
corrupt establishment it will hit back. The 
question today is to what extent the es-
tablishment will succeed to stop this new 
anti-corruption wave.
The Ukrainian state administration suf-
fers from many shortcomings. It is too 
complex. In most countries, an impor-
tant official document requires one or 
two signatures and a countersignature by 
one superior person. In Ukraine, 10-20 
signatures are a standard requirement, 
and then multiple additional signatures 
are needed. All these procedures take 
time, delay changes, and block serious 
discussion of  substance. Zelenskiy should 
cut it short and introduce standard West-
ern administrative routines. His idea of  
moving from the old Communist Central 
Committee building on Bankova is an ex-
cellent idea because that building is only 
good for intrigues and telephone rule. 
Ukraine’s president should sit in a mod-
ern open office building.
The Ukrainian parliament has lost no 
time to show its hostility to Zelenskiy. In 
a transition to a new regime, it is vital to 
have early parliamentary elections after a 
political breakthrough.

HITTING THE GROUND RUNNING
Wisely, Zelenskiy hit hard in his inaugura-
tion speech, calling for early parliamentary 
elections, which are now set for 21 July. 
France has a sound routine, where a victo-
rious presidential candidate typically calls 
for parliamentary elections two months 
later. That was Boris Yeltsin’s fundamental 
mistake. He should have called for early 
elections in Russia in the fall of  1991 when 
he had full authority, but he waited two 
years and much of  his reforms failed. 
Ukraine itself  offers three examples of  
the folly of  not holding early parliamen-
tary elections. Ukraine was very late, 
holding its first post-Soviet parliamenta-
ry elections in 1994, which meant that 
three years were lost to reform. After 
the Orange Revolution in late 2004, the 
leading politicians irresponsibly focused 
on parliamentary elections in March 
2006 and accomplished nothing. After 
the presidential elections in May 2014, 
no economic reforms were possible until 
December 2014 after a new government 
had been formed following parliamen-
tary elections. This year, Ukraine can 
hopefully have a new government ready 
for reforms in September thanks to early 
elections.

PROBLEMS ABOUND
The country faces two existential prob-
lems: the war and corruption. Zelenskiy 
asked all the top commanders in uniform 
for their oath of  loyalty. Two refused and 
were appropriately replaced. The Security 
Services (SBU) and the Prosecutor Gener-
al’s Office are widely considered to be the 
two leading agencies of  corporate raiding. 
Six top SBU officers have already been 
sacked, and clearly this purge will proceed. 
Problematically, the most obvious obstacle 
to the rule of  law, Prosecutor General Yu-
riy Lutsenko refuses to resign, and he can 
only be ousted through impeachment.
On his own, the president can appoint the 
Presidential Administration and the De-
fense and National Security Council. He 

has done so, and fast. His choice of  chief  
of  staff, the lawyer Andriy Bohdan, has 
aroused considerable criticism, because 
Bohdan has worked for several dubious 
oligarchs, including Kolomoiskiy. The 
Zelenskiy loyalists respond that Bohdan 
is the only person close to Zelenskiy who 
understands how the Ukrainian legal sys-
tem works, arguing that he needs one old 
insider. 

NEW GUARD
Most of  the other early appointees are 
from Zelenskiy’s old production compa-
ny Kvartal 95. He needs people whom he 
knows and trusts. If  he is to change the 
old corrupt system, he needs outsiders 
who are not caught in the old system. All 
successful reforming governments have 
been formed with youngish outsiders, but 
you need some insider knowledge. Zelen-
skiy appears to be on the right track.
The big question is what will happen in 
the parliamentary elections on 21 July. To 
judge from the opinion polls, the Ukrain-
ian people appreciate that Zelenskiy is 
standing up to the old establishment, and 
on current trends he might very well re-
ceive a majority in the proportional part 
of  the parliamentary elections. 
He should use the wave, if  it stays, to form 
a truly reformist government that can re-
vise the partially failed judicial reform, 
reform the prosecution, and eliminate the 
economic crime part of  the SBU. Ukraine 
needs to establish an independent judici-
ary so that the country finally can get real 
property rights.
The road forward is not easy, but com-
promise or tardiness must be avoided. 
Zelenskiy has a big popular mandate for 
reform. He needs to honour it, but he will 
not get any honeymoon.

ON 21 APRIL, VOLODYMYR 
ZELENSKIY WON AN 
EXTRAORDINARY VICTORY. HE 
RECEIVED 73 PERCENT OF THE 
VOTES AGAINST 24 PERCENT FOR 
INCUMBENT PRESIDENT PETRO 
POROSHENKO. HE WON IN EVERY 
SINGLE REGION APART FROM LVIV. 
AT 62 PERCENT, TURNOUT WAS 
PRETTY HIGH. THE ELECTIONS 
WERE APPRAISED AS FREE AND FAIR. 
THIS WAS AN IMPRESSIVE SUCCESS 
FOR UKRAINE’S DEMOCRACY.

Anders Åslund is a senior fellow at the Atlantic 
Council and author of  the new book Russia’s 
Crony Capitalism: The Path from Market 

Economy to Kleptocracy. 
Follow him on Twitter @anders_aslund

Can Zelenskiy  
Succeed?
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PRIDE
Daria Isaeva

KyivPride
 www.kyivpride.org

To register 
for the March 

of Equality, 
click below:

Despite religion being suppressed in the 
Soviet Union, people in Ukraine have res-
olutely held on to their faith, part of  which 
espouses traditional family values. As such, 
discussion on homosexuality going against 
the norm or even being a disease still prevails 
today. For many looking to be nothing more 
than their true selves, life is a battle. This is 
where KyivPride comes in. As a week-long 
celebration over 14-23 June, festivities come 
to a close with the traditional equality march 
on 23 June.

A LITTLE BACKGROUND
In general, the history of  the LGBTQ+ 
community begins in the second half  of  the 
19th century, where, against the background 
of  the development of  left-wing ideologies, 
the feminist movement and the new science 
of  sexology, the first social activists and ho-
mosexual rights advocates began to appear. 
These people and processes were especially 
pronounced in Germany. Of  course, the rise 
of  the Nazi party changed everything.
Development of  the movement continued at 
a measured pace until the second half  of  the 
20th century, where some lost ground was 
regained following WWII, with thoughts 
and ideas spreading across Western Eu-
rope and North America. In most modern 
countries, homosexuality or homosexual 

YOU HAVE TO ADMIRE 
PARTICIPANTS IN KYIVPRIDE 
FOR THEIR BRAVERY. IT IS AN 
EVENT RINGED BY POLICE TO 
PROTECT THE MARCHERS FROM 
THOSE WHO OPPOSE THEM. 
“IMAGINE BEING ATTACKED ON 
THE STREET BECAUSE OF YOUR 
HAIR COLOUR OR FOR HOLDING 
THE HAND OF YOUR FIANCÉE...” 
WITH THIS, OLGA SUMSKAYA IS 
PROUD TO TALK KYIVPRIDE 2019

activity is not considered a crime. Only in a 
few states in Africa and Asia – modern Iran, 
Afghanistan, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, Somalia 
(Jamaat territory Al-Shabaab), Sudan, Nige-
ria (northern states) and Mauritania – do 
homosexuality, manifestations of  homosex-
ual activity, or even a hint thereof  register 
as criminal offenses punishable by imprison-
ment or death.

THE SOVIET LEGACY
An interesting fact after the Soviet Union 
collapsed is that Ukraine became the first 
post-Soviet country to decriminalise ho-
mosexuality in 1991. But as future parade 
participants will attest, decriminalisation 
does not mean across-the-board acceptance 
of  civil rights. The Ukrainian LGBTQ+ 
community as well as those who support the 
movement say they are still subjects of  dis-
crimination and social stigmatisation, which 
often manifest when applying for a job, in 
the education and health care systems, and 
in law enforcement.

TAKING A STAND
“I decided to support the idea of    the parade 
because I give a damn about my rights, I 
want to defend them! Fight for them! Yes, I 
am a representative of  the LGBTQ+ com-
munity and I want to defend my rights on 
this,” says one KyivPride 2019 participant, 
Mikhail S (name changed). Not only can 
you find a detailed site online in Ukraini-
an and English, the group has a Facebook 
and Instagram page that runs year-round. 
And they are popular. With 12 700+ cur-
rent subscribers (Insta), the group is gaining 
momentum, with new followers clicking on 
daily. Every day, the page posts about their 
newest supporters, with girls dominating in 
a 60/40 percentage ratio.

Carries Risk

“I do not belong to the LGBTQ+ com-
munity, but I have friends who do,” writes 
Victoria Semenyuchenko on the page. “And 
I’m just scared for them. They are all ex-
tremely talented and good people who find 
themselves caught in frames.
“To me, the parade is a step towards chang-
ing our society, so that all people dear to me 
have the right and opportunity to find hap-
piness, and not hide or come up with excus-
es for questions about marriage,” she says.
Among those who support the LGBTQ+ 
community there is an ATO veteran, Viktor 
Pilipenko, who came out in 2018. Interest-
ingly, the social network community reacted 
positively. Of  course, Ukrainian stars too are 
starting to show their support, with famous 
faces such as actress Olga Sumskaya, sing-
er Zlata Ognevich, singer Luna, performer 
Piano Boy, TV host Anatoly Anatolich, and 
band Kadnay all bolstering the movement.

WHAT IS PLANNED
The festival program includes films, a num-
ber of  discussions, a photo presentation, and 
exhibitions devoted to the LGBTQ+ com-
munity, along with workshops and of  course 
the parade. The March of  Equality will 
take place on 23 June, with an expected 10 
000 participants. The venue will not be an-
nounced until a week beforehand for safety 
reasons. If  you are interested in taking part, 
organisers are asking participants to register. 

You will then receive detailed information 
of  all particulars, and once you do, we’ll see 
you on the street waving the rainbow flag, 
pink triangles, and other symbols of  the LG-
BTQ+ community. 

http://www.kyivpride.org


+38 (044) 490 76 00
www.amcenters.com

Make Time
Complete Body Check-Up

•
One Day Health Assessments

•
Men & Women’s Health Check-Ups

•
Laboratory Testing and Diagnostics

•
Pre-Employment Medical Examinations

KYIV     •     ODESA     •     LVIV     •     TBILISI     •     BATUMI     •     ALMATY     •     NUR-SULTAN
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Jared Morgan

Kyiv’s new-builds often carry names 
such as Chicago or San Francisco, al-
most entirely rejecting their own loca-
tion in favour of  presenting as some-
thing more glamorous. Then of  course, 
there are the older, more practical and 
utilitarian buildings that dominate. In 
general, however, Kyiv does not offer 
the picturesque New York brownstones 
or lovely London terraces. 
One woman, Alina Virstiuk, has carved 
out a niche for herself  as a tour guide, 
showing the best and worst the city has 
to offer. Her main gig is running tours 
she terms “Awesome Kyiv”. But she has 
a sideline she dubs “Awful Kyiv”. It is 
the latter that is proving increasingly 
popular.

WHY?
To truly immerse yourself  in a city 
you have to see all sides. Her clientele 
are keen to do just that. And so that is 
what she offers them. To take her tour 
is not to say it is actually awful, but she 

provides a counterpoint to the endless 
churches and postcard spots, away from 
the crowds, and to show a slice of  re-
ality of  the lives of  the people of  Kyiv. 
It makes for a fascinating insight. Here 
she explains.

SHE LOVES THE CITY
Virstiuk relishes in the contrasts. “My 
well-worn Kyiv is not always groomed, 
it’s ancient but has a naïvety like a child. 
With the endless changes happening 
here, Kyiv will become neither a second 
Rome, nor a second Berlin. It will re-
main unique and the only place I want 
to live in.” As she tells it, there is almost 
a brutal honesty about the city. 
“Kyiv is a city where you get easily ex-
posed if  you are fake. As a traveller, you 
might think grumpy Kyivites do not 
smile, but after a while you understand 
we do not just smile to be polite, we do 
so to be genuine. 
“We are curious about everything. 
About advanced technology from what 

we still view as a more ‘civilised’ world, 
that is reaching Kyiv only now; about 
people, different to us who, in a country 
where the majority are ethnic Ukraini-
an, appear exotic.”

LIFTING THE IRON CURTAIN 
Virstiuk says Ukraine was a mystery for 
much of  the world for such a long time, 
and that once the world started to dis-
cover the country, it confused people. 
Like a teenager, people are discovering 
the people and cultures as much as they 
are discovering themselves. “We give 
you a taste of  the local flavour of  who 
we are, and you give us a taste of  being 
more international.” Despite seemingly 
dour demeanors, Ukrainians have the 
ability to laugh at themselves, she says. 
“We rally and protest if  we do not like 
something, we sign petitions if  we want 
something, and we simply laugh if  we 
can’t change something. Sarcasm and 
humour are at our core. When the cost 
of  a metro ride increases by almost dou-

Awful or Urban?
KYIV IS A CITY OF 
CONTRASTS. A STUNNING 
CENTRE AND THEN WHAT 
IS TERMED HERE AS 
“SLEEPING DISTRICTS” 
DOMINATED BY 
APARTMENT BLOCKS THAT 
ARE EITHER SLIGHTLY 
TIRED OR ULTRA-
MODERN. ARE THEY 
AWFUL OR URBAN? YOU 
DECIDE
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“When a storm turns 
half  of  Kyiv into ocean 
and cars are flooded, 
we take inflatable boats 
to get to work. When 
snowfall blocks the 
streets, we dress for it 
and ski”

ble, we organise Facebook events where 
we pray for prices to go down.
Virstiuk speaks eloquently and honest-
ly about her fellow citizens with-
out gloss and with absolute honesty. 
“When a storm turns half  of  Kyiv into 
ocean and cars are flooded, we take 
inflatable boats to get to work. When 
snowfall blocks the streets, we dress for 
it and ski. 
“We laugh at our politicians, the eco-
nomic situation, the weather and, most 
importantly, at ourselves.”

THE PEOPLE MAKE THE CITY 
Living in a city like Kyiv, where the 
tourism is on the rise has perks, she 
says.  One of  them is that the image of  
the city is not fully formed giving locals 
power in its shaping.
“Kyiv is 1 536 years old, but only the 
Revolution of  Dignity empowered us 
to finally show Kyiv to the world and 
who we are. Most importantly, we final-
ly understood the city is built by us, its 

citizens. We are in charge of  shaping it 
the way we want.” 
As she says, something things work the 
wrong way around. 
“It’s here we implement one of  the 
most modern public bicycle rentals 
(Nextbike) while having one of  the 
worst infrastructures for cycling. It’s 
here in Kyiv, it takes 10 minutes to go 
to the supermarket empty-handed and 
30 minutes to get back (not because of  
what we are carrying, but because Kyiv 
is a city of  hills).” She confesses it is 
never boring. 

STILL UNIQUE 
“I’m happy we came to Kyiv before it 
turned into a Disneyland, and every-
body started to visit,” she says about 
one client from the US, who visited 
with his son. Every metre of  this city is 
different from the last and she cites an 
example: “The house of  Ihor Sikorsky, 
the creator of  the first helicopter, and 
the founder of  ‘Sikorsky Aircraft’ is 

falling apart right in the city centre sur-
rounded by elite residential buildings.” 
“It’s here huge murals appear so often 
your neck will hurt from constantly 
looking up. I can live with this pain; it 
is a small price for living in a city where 
every metre is different. But it’s not love 
at first sight.”

A TUMULTUOUS LOVE 
Virstiuk has a conflicted relationship 
with her hometown. “My love sto-
ry with Kyiv was a lot like a marriage 
of  convenience. I kind of  put the city 
on ‘probation’, like ‘let’s live together, 
and see what happens’.” Her love grew 
when she took time to learn the city. 
“Kyiv is awful in some aspects, but this 
only gives it extra uniqueness. When 
the feelings are real, you learn to love 
unconditionally.” 
She concludes that a city’s defects, like 
people’s flaws, often make them more 
interesting.
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Paul Niland

As I approach the Bentley dealership I 
am excited. And not just a little bit. I am 
collecting the Bentley Continental GT. 
When I get through the briefing alerting 
me to all of  the special features of  this ve-
hicle, and this takes half  an hour because 
todat special is in abundance, I am ready 
for the off. I feel like I should be feeling 
some trepidation – in my hands is a motor 
worth 300 000 USD and at my feet there 
is the power of  600 horses. But there is no 
trepidation, no nervousness, just a school 
boy-like buzz.

THE CONTINENTAL
IF I HAD TO CROSS A CONTINENT BY CAR, THE BENTLEY CONTINENTAL GT IS 
THE CAR I WOULD WANT TO DO IT IN. IT IS, WITHOUT EXAGGERATION, THE 

MOST AWESOME CAR I HAVE EVER HAD THE PRIVILEGE OF DRIVING

WARP 330
The dealership is located on a highway, 
and so I’m immediately able to open her 
up and see what she can do. I was told that 
the test drive model is limited to a maxi-
mum speed of  220 Km/H, which is fine as 
I don’t plan on going anywhere near that 
fast. That said, I am not going to put in 
print how fast I actually did get her up to. 
All I will say is that unrestricted (and on a 
track, obviously), this car is capable of  a 
top warp factor of  330 Km/H. 

For the guys:
ü Snaps knicker elastic at 100 yards
ü Mind-numbing acceleration
ü EXHAUST NOTE

For the girls:
ü Stunningly beautiful
ü Genuinely easy to drive
ü LUXURY. LUXURY. LUXURY.

6/5

Technology

6/5

Performance

6/5

Design

 RA
TIN

G

As I hit the highway, I am instantly in awe 
not just at the acceleration, but at the noise 
that accompanies. The soundtrack from the 
GT is loud, and there must be a special name 
for that throaty rasp as the auto gearbox se-
lects the next gear for you. I don’t know what 
the name of  that noise is, but I like it.
Whenever I test drive a car, I am always look-
ing for a fault, somewhere, for balance. In 
this case, the only fault I notice in the first few 
minutes of  being ensconced in this luxurious 
beast is that the view out of  the rearview mir-
ror seems limited. I soon learn though that 
the main purpose of  the rearview mirror is to 
play a game where objects in it get very very 
small, very very quickly.

E = EFFORTLESS 
As I adapt to my settings, and get into my 
stride, I realise something I was not expect-
ing. This car, for many reasons, and despite 
the incredible power at hand, is actually the 
easiest car I have ever driven. It is big, it is 
worth a huge amount of  money, but part of  
the investment is in the engineering, which 
means driving is effortless. 
Taking this car along some of  the winding 
roads of  the outskirts of  Kyiv, as well as the 
Kyiv-Odesa highway, means I really get to 
see what the 6000 BhP from the W12 engine 
means. Most cars will have a decent burst of  
acceleration from 30 or 50 Km/H: the Bent-
ley has neck-breaking acceleration even from 
an already very rapid pace. Again, license 
threatening details will not be revealed.

THE BENTLEY SAFEGUARD
There is so much to say about the Bentley 
Continental that there is insufficient space 
in this small column to do it justice. Intelli-
gent features, however, such as the ride height 
adjustment in case you counter a rough 
road, are abundant. The instrument/dis-
play panel is clear and easy to navigate and 
packed with a selection of  things to make 
everything about this driving experience as 
perfect as is humanly possible. 

Among the key safety features, important 
in a car like this, are warning indicators on 
the insides of  the wing mirrors, which tell 
you when the car has sensed a vehicle in 
your blind spots. Another important safety 
feature is the Bentley Safeguard, where, if  
the car calculates you are approaching the 
rear-end of  another vehicle too fast, an alert 
comes up between the gauges of  the dash 
as well as on the heads-up display on the 
windscreen. I will admit, Bentley thought I 
needed safeguarding twice.
If  I must summarise, all I can say is this: 
if  you have managed to honestly earn 
enough money to be able to have one 
of  these in your garage, I salute you and 
your excellent taste. 

Many thanks to Winner Group Ukraine, the official representa-
tive of  Bentley in Ukraine, for the incredible experience.
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Live Music | 15 June — 15 July 2019

HZV (techno punk)
 15 June at 19.00
 Teplyi Lampovyi (Mykhaila Omelianovycha-

Pavlenka 46)
 200 UAH 
 tepliy.lampoviy

Kiss (US, glam rock)
 16 June at 19.00
 NSC Olimpiyskiy (V Vasylkiyvksa 55)
 799 UAH
 concert.ua 

Tokio Hotel (GR, pop)
 17 June at 20.00
 Atlas (Sichovykh Striltsiv 37-41)
 1 400 UAH
 Atlas37

Disturbed (US, metal)
 18 June at 19.00
 Stereo Plaza (Lobanovskoho 119)
 1 190 UAH 
 stereoplaza

Khayat (folk)
 18 June at 19.00
 Green Theatre (Parkova Doroha 2)
 350 UAH
 greentheatre.com.ua 

BG Doors of  Grass (RU, rock)
 20-21 June at 19.00
 Caribbean Club (Symona Petliury 4)
 790 UAH
 caribbean.com.ua

Soyuz (BY, avant-pop)
 21 June at 19.00
 Mezzanine (Nizhneyurkivska 31)
 300 UAH
 mezzaninekyiv

Art Power Blues Band
 21 June at 20.00
 Blues Bar (Mykhailivska 24a)
 TBA
 bluesbar.com.ua

Miles Kane  
(UK, indie rock)

 21 June at 20.00
 Green Theatre (Parkova Doroha 2)
 900 UAH
 greentheatre.com.ua 

Rock in Kyiv. Guano Apes, 
O.Torvald, Animal Jazz (rock)

 23 June at 15.00
 UBK (Trukhaniv Island)
 600 UAH
 UBKbeach

Oleksiy Yarovenko Blues Band 
(blues)

 24 June at 20.00 
 Caribbean Club (Symona Petliury 4)
 150 UAH
 caribbean.com.ua

Luna, Dakooka, WE  
(indie pop)

 29 June at 18.00
 UBK (Trukhaniv Island)
 550 UAH
 UBKbeach

Ruslan Egorov Quartet  
(jazz)

 4 July at 20.00 
 Caribbean Club (Symona Petliury 4)
 190 UAH
 caribbean.com.ua

Jonathan Bree (NZ, chamber pop, 
baroque pop)

 5 July at 20.00
 UBK (Trukhaniv Island)
 450 UAH
 UBKbeach

The Unsleeping  
(indie rock)

 7 July at 20.00
 UBK (Trukhaniv Island)
 200 UAH
 UBKbeach

Kikagaku Moyo  
(JP, psychedelic)

 10 July at 20.00
 UBK (Trukhaniv Island)
 500 UAH
 UBKbeach

Ivasuyk (jazz, folk)
 13 July at 19.00
 Caribbean Club (Symona Petliury 4)
 200 UAH
 caribbean.com.ua

BLACK LIPS  
(US, GARAGE ROCK)

 18 June at 20.00
 UBK (Trukhaniv Island)

For the first time in Ukraine, and 
straight to the first Hedonism Sunset 
Live (a revamp of  Hedonism festival) 
this year, Black Lips will appear on 
UBK beach. The garage rockers from 
Atlanta started their journey back in 
1999. Their first self-titled album was 
released in 2003 and since then they 
have earned their status as the most 
courageous group in their state with 
an eclectic mix of  blues, rock, country, 
and punk. With eight studio albums 
under their belt, Black Lips continue 
to combine a dirty sound with manic 
lyrics, generating unforgettable hits.

 400 UAH
 UBKbeach

RHYE (US, CAN INDIE POP)
 21 June at 19.00
 Bel Etage (Shota Rustaveli 16a)

Rhye is a duet of  Danish instrumentalist Robin Hannibal and 
Canadian musician Mike Milos, and having them perform in 
Kyiv is an exclusive and rare opportunity. When Rhye were last 
in Ukraine a few years ago, the performance they gave could only 
be described as ethereal. The creators of  one of  the best albums 
of  2013, according to the editions of  Billboard, Pitchfork, Spin, 
Complex, and NPR, made it to 12th place on the list of  best de-
buts of  the year according to Rolling Stone, putting them ahead 
of  Darkside, Ariana Grande, and King Krule. Now you can start 
counting down the days until the next performance from a duo of  
what critics are describing as a “new intimacy” in music. 

 950 UAH 
 beletage.musichall

http://www.concert.ua
http://www.bluesbar.com.ua
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Theatre & Classical Music | 15 June — 15 July 2019

Improvisation Sparrow
A free-wheeling improv show

 15 June at 19.00
 Lira (V Zhytomyrska 40)
 200 – 350 UAH
 vkino.ua

Metamorphosis
The transformation of  a society after the 
2014 revolution

 15 June at 19.00
 Scene 6 (Vasylkivska 1)
 300 UAH

FB scene6

Violet of  Montmartre
Operetta

 18 June at 19.00
 Kyiv National Operetta Theatre (V Vasylkivs-

ka 53)
 30 – 180 UAH
 operetta.com.ua

Classics in the Garden
Kyiv Virtuosi Orchestra

 20 June at 19.00
 Hryshko National Botanical Garden  

(Tymiriazievska 1)
 330 UAH
 nbg.kiev.ua

Bach, Schubert, Sen-Sans
Kyiv Chamber Orchestra

 21 June at 19.00
 National Philharmonic  

(Volodymyrskiy Uzviz 2)
 70 – 300 UAH
 filharmonia.com.ua

Richard III 
A Shakespeare classic

 23 June at 19.00
 Golden Gate Theatre (Shovkovychna 7)
 250 UAH
 zoloti-vorota.kiev.ua

House of  Madmen
Comedy of  eccentrics

 25 June – 1 July at 19.00
 Kyiv Actor’s Theatre (V Zhytomyrska 40)
 100 – 250 UAH
 teatr-aktor.kiev.ua/

Fake Note
A musical detective story

 26 June at 19.00
 Lesia Ukrainka National Academic Theatre 

(Khmelnytskoho 5)
 25 – 250 UAH
 rusdram.com.ua 

Intimacy
An exploration of  modern relationships

 26 June at 19.00
 Kyiv Academic Theatre of  Drama and Come-

dy (Brovarskyi 25)
 105 – 180 UAH
 drama-comedi.kiev.ua

The Heart of  a Boxer
Intergenerational relationships and box-
ing

 30 June at 17.00
 Lesia Ukrainka National Academic Theatre 

(Khmelnytskoho 5)
 90 UAH
 rusdram.com.ua 

SUPERHERO
 24 June at 19.00
 National Philharmonic  

(Volodymyrskiy Uzviz 2)
The theatre season is coming to a close, 
though not before a few good looking – 
and sounding – events take place! This 
next is sure to please fans of  fast-paced 
cinema with showtunes from films Su-
perman, Harry Potter, Robin Hood, Mission 
Impossible, Spiderman, Batman, King Arthur, 
Indiana Jones, and James Bond all featuring, 
care of  the National Academic Orchestra 
of  Ukraine.

 100 – 500 UAH
 filharmonia.com.ua

DEAD SOULS
 19 June at 19.00
 Theatre in Podil (Andriivskyi Uzviz 20)

Originally published by Nikolai Gogol in 1842, this story has been adapted for the stage 
by Mikhail Bulgakov. Widely regarded as a defining work for 19th century Russian lit-
erature, the story documents the journey of  Pavel Ivanovich through the trials and trib-
ulations of  middle-class life, social etiquette, bureaucratic structures, and a complicated 
relationship with serfdom. Bulgakov adapted the work for the Moscow Art Theatre and 
it opened in 1932.

 100 – 350 UAH
 theatreonpodol.com

Romeo and Juliet
All-time favourite with innovative chore-
ography 

 4 July at 19.00
 Lesia Ukrainka National Academic Theatre 

(Khmelnytskoho 5)
 30 – 300 UAH
 rusdram.com.ua 

Edith Piaf: Life in the Pink Light
Songs from the Parisian Sparrow

 8 July at 19.30
 Lesia Ukrainka National Academic Theatre 

(Khmelnytskoho 5)
 70 UAH
 rusdram.com.ua 

Sex on the Beach is Not Just a 
Cocktail
A beach holiday in the city

 10 July at 19.30
 Caribbean Club (Symona Petlyury 4)
 150 – 500 UAH
 caribbean.com.ua

Italian Fantasy
For flute and guitar

 13 July at 19.00
 Zankovetska Museum (V Vasylkivska 121)
 100 UAH
 filharmonia.com.ua

Kefir, Marshmallows, and Cash-
mere
Modern Ukrainian drama

 15 July at 19.00
 New Ukrainian Theatre (Mykhailivska 24)
 250 UAH
 nut.kiev.ua

http://operetta.com.ua/
http://teatr-aktor.kiev.ua/
http://www.rusdram.com.ua/
http://www.rusdram.com.ua/
http://theatreonpodol.com/
http://www.rusdram.com.ua/
http://www.rusdram.com.ua/
http://nut.kiev.ua/
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Art & Family | 15 June — 15 July 2019

Illusion Show
 15 June at 15.00
 Creative Association 1000letie (Hryhorenka 

26a)
 180 UAH 
 1000letie.com.ua

Swan Lake
 16 June at 12.00
 KMAOBT for Children and Youth 

(Mezhygіrska 2)
 50 – 250 UAH
 musictheatre.kiev.ua

Ant’s Birthday
 17 June at 12.00
 New Ukrainian Theatre (Mykhailivska 24)
 150 UAH
 nut.kiev.ua

Addams Family
 19 June at 19.00
 Kyiv National Academic Operetta Theatre (V 

Vasylkivska 53/3)
 50 UAH
 operetta.com.ua

Hope for Life
 22 June at 13.00
 Les Kurbas Centre (Volodymyrska 23)
 145 UAH
 Les.Kurbas.Centre

Fascinating Adventures of  Fluffy 
Firefly

 23 June at 11.00
 Freedom Hall (Kyrylivska 134)
 150 UAH
 freedomhall.kiev.ua

Secrets of  the Emerald City
 28 June at 16.00
 National Circus of  Ukraine (Peremohy 

Square 2)
 100 UAH
 circus.kiev.ua

Town Musicians of  Bremen
 29 June at 13.00
 Kiev Academic Puppet Theatre 

(Hrushevskoho 1)
 80 – 150 UAH
 akadempuppet.kiev.ua

Yurii Pikul. Decorative Items
 16 May – 23 June
 Dymchuk Gallery (Yaroslavska 21)
 FREE
 dymchuk.com

Vlada Ralko: Wedding
 16 May – 30 June
 Voloshyn Gallery (Tereshchenkivska 13)
 FREE
 voloshyngallery.art

HRYHORIY DOVZHENKO.  
WORLD OF ORNAMENTS

 31 May – 27 July
 Art 14 Gallery (Mykhaylivskyy Pr 14)

Welcome to Hrygoriy Dovzhenko’s 
120th anniversary exhibition, presenting 
graphics, sketches, and rare photographs 
that represent the classical heritage of  
Ukrainian art. The artist explores the is-
sues of  synthesis in art: the combination 
of  sculpture, architecture, and painting. 
Dovzhenko’s thematic compositions are 
enriched with the symbolism of  folklore 
and historical knowledge. 

 FREE
 art14.com.ua

THE POINT OF NO RETURN
 31 May – 7 July
 Museum of  Ukrainian Diaspora  

(Moskovska 40b)
This exhibition features a history 
that binds thousands of  human 
lives together, and for them, that 
bond is eternal. Broken bricks in 
the sunlight, smells of  burning 
rubber and fried meat, beloved 
faces, wet dogs’ noses – these are 
the brightest images of  the on-
going war. Oxana Chorna shows 
the harsh reality of  a soldiers’ 
life in Mariinka, Krasnohorivka, 
Shchastia, Stanytsia Luhanska, 
and Volnovakha where she served 
during 2014 – 2017.

 25 – 50 UAH
 kyivhistorymuseum.org
 facebook.com/MuseumUkrai-

nianDiaspora

Oleksandr Bohomazov:  
Creative Laboratory

 16 May – 30 June
 National Art Museum (Hrushevskoho 6)
 10 – 40 UAH
 namu.kiev.ua

Obabich
 22 May – 30 June
 Mystetsky Arsenal (Lavrska 10-12)
 40 – 80 UAH
 artarsenal.in.ua

Anything Extra
 30 May – 30 June
 M17 Contemporary Art Center  

(Antonovycha 102-104)
 100 UAH
 m17.kiev.ua

Hryhoriy Havrylenko. Vita Nova
 1 June – 5 July
 Dukat Gallery (Reitarska 8)
 FREE
 dukat-art.com

En Plein Air à Rybalsky
 1 June – 29 June
 Lera Litvinova Gallery (Naberezhno-

Rybalska 3)
 FREE
 llitvinova.com

Lacuna
 5 June – 20 June
 Golden Section (L Pervomaiskoho 4)
 FREE
 ua.gs-art.com

EGG
 22 June at 15.30
 Cultural Centre Pechersk (Moskovska 3)

Imagine yourself  visiting a museum of  
contemporary art, where funny incidents 
occur. You take your little ones to watch 
a couple of  mimes. The mimes perform 
some magic tricks while interacting with 
an imaginary character – an Egg. With a 
minimal set of  tools and garden magic, 
they force themselves, each other, and 
the Egg disappear into thin air. It’s dan-
gerously funny, so don’t try this at home!

 30 UAH
 culturalcenterpechersk
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The day is a celebration of  the birth of  
John the Baptist – or Ivan in the Slavic 
world, celebrated in conjunction with the 
summer solstice. In pre-Christian times, 
this symbolised the birth of  the summer 
sun – Kupala, and thus ended the domi-
nation of  the spring sun – Yarilo. 
During this time, the days are longer, the 
nights shorter. Rumour has it that the 
shortest night of  the year is demonic, and 
only dancing and festivities can ward off 
the evil spirits. I guess you could call this 
holiday Slavic Halloween: by merging 
Christian and pagan traditions, the feast 
of  Ivana Kupala was formed.

Ivana Kupala
An Evening of  Magic

ON THE EVE OF 6 
JULY, THE HOLIDAY 
OF IVANA KUPALA 
IS CELEBRATED. 
AS ONE OF THE 
MAGICAL TRADITIONS 
– LITERALLY – TO 
HAVE COME OUT OF 
UKRAINE, PERHAPS 
YOU TOO WILL 
BECOME ENCHANTED 
THIS SUMMER

Ivana Kupala Festival
 5 July at 22.00
 XPark
 99 - 1 499 UAH
 xpark.kiev.ua

Night Fest – Ivana Kupala 2019
 6-8 July
 Sky Family Park (Vatutina Pr 2t)
 150 UAH
 SkyFamilyPark

Ivana Kupala
 6-7 July
 Pirohovo (Akademika Tronka)
 30-50 UAH
 Pirohiv.com

LIFE AND DEATH
This is one of  the most poetic holidays 
on the Ukrainian ritual calendar, the 
main characters of  which are Kupala 
and Maren, who personify male (sun) and 
female (water) deities respectively. De-
picting Life and Death, these two char-
acters are recreated as scarecrows and at 
the end of  the celebration they are either 
drowned or burned.
Speaking of  burning, the main event of  
Ivana Kupala is jumping over the flames 
of  the bonfire. This tradition has been 
well-preserved from antiquity to present 
day. Legend has it that if  you jump quick-
ly you will have good health. If  lovers suc-
cessfully jump over the fire, they will soon 
get married. But! If  you fail to clear the 
flames, a troubled and turbulent year will 
be ahead.  
The night of  6 July is also an opportunity 
for lovers to learn of  their romantic fate, 
via flames or water. Unmarried wom-
en wear floral wreaths or vinky in their 
hair, to signify the blooming of  a poten-
tial relationship, and at some point they 
will take their wreaths off and float them 
down the river. If  a man picks up the 
wreath, well ladies you’re in luck – grab 
your coat, you’ve pulled.

THE FLOWERING FERN
There is a legend about the blooming 
fern, which allegedly appears only on the 
night of  Ivana Kupala, and brings luck, 
wealth, and maybe even the ability to 
speak to animals. Evil spirits usually work 
to prevent people from obtaining this 
flower, so finding one is a challenge. This 
is a central point in the story Night on the 
Eve of  Ivan Kupala by the eminent Ukrain-
ian writer Nikolai Gogol.
The traditions and celebrations of  Ivana 
Kupala have changed slightly over time, 
but remain true to their roots for the 
most part. For one night only, hand your 
fate over to the natural elements, jump 
through the flames, float down the river, 
and seek out the mythical blooming fern.

Lera Zdanovych 

https://xpark.kiev.ua
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Sport/Festivals/Сinema | 15 June — 15 July 2019

Artem Dalakyan vs Sarawut 
Thawornkham – WBA World 
Flyweight Championship

 15 June at 17.00 
 Parkoviy Exhibition Centre (Parkova 16a)
 100 – 1 250 UAH
 Wbaboxing.com

Kyiv Patriots – Ukrainian League 
of  American Football (East 
Division)

 15 June at 13.00 vs Kyiv Stallions
 Lokamotyv Stadium (Stadionnyi Pr 10/2)
 TBA
 kyivpats

Kyiv Stallions – Ukrainian League 
of  American Football (East 
Division)

 15 June at 13.00 vs Kyiv Patriots
 Chernyakhovskoho Stadium  

(Aviakonstruktora Antonova 2/32)
 TBA
 stallionskyiv

2019 EUROPEAN GAMES
 21-30 June 
 Minsk, Belarus

Some of  the country’s top summer 
sports athletes are in Minsk, Belarus this 
month to compete in the 2019 Europe-
an Games. Organised by the European 
Olympic Committee, the multi-sports 
event will act as world championships 
for some sports and Olympic qualifi-
cation events for others. In total, 50 
European countries will compete in 15 
sports, including nearly 200 athletes 
from Ukraine, many poised to earn 
spots for the 2020 Summer Olympics 
in Tokyo, Japan. Some athletes to keep 
your eyes on include: Kateryna Kryva 
and Stanislav Horuna (karate), Myko-
la Butsenko (boxing), Pavlo Korostylov 
(shooting), Roman Gladysh and Olena 
Starikova (cycling), and Oleh Vernayev 
(gymnastics). The opening ceremonies 
kick off the festivities on 21 June with 
the closing ceremonies sheduled for 30 
June. Foreigners with a ticket will not 
require a visa to Belarus from June 10 
to July 10 and are able to enter via land 
borders.

 60 – 600 UAH
 minsk2019.by/en

Kyiv Capitals – Ukrainian League 
of  American Football  
(West Division)

 16 June at 13.00 vs Vynnytsia  
Wolves

 Chernyakhovskoho Stadium  
(Aviakonstruktora Antonova 2/32)

 70 UAH
 kyivcapitals

Kyiv Slavs – Ukrainian League  
of  American Football  
(West Division)

 16 June at 13.00 at Uzhhorod 
Lumberjacks

 TBA
 slavskiev

Ukrainian Olympic Open 
Triathlon

 22 June at 11.40 
 Vyshgorod, Kyiv Quay (30 km north of  Kyiv)
 vr2019.triatman.com

Kyiv Surf  Fest
 22 June at 11.00 
 X-Park Extreme Park  

(Druzhby Narodiv Park)
 TBA
 events/3097307093846776/

Kyiv Ultra Marathon
 29-30 June at 20.00 
 Trukhaniv Island
 Kyivultramarathon.com

Kyiv Football Cup
 4-6 July from 10.00 
 Sports School 15 (Marshala Yakubovskoho 7a)
 TBA
 events/2080765731968181/

Ostrov Festival 
 15 – 16 June 
 Trukhaniv Ostriv
 1 300 UAH
 Ostrov Festival 2019

Mime Wave Festival
 15 – 23 June 
 Lesa Kurbas Theatre (Volodymyrska 23)
 300 UAH
 mimewavefestival

PRO Alternative Medicine 2019
 22 – 23 June 
 Mayachok Beach Club (Fevralskaya 58)
 150 UAH
 alter.med.expo

Rock in Ukraine 
 22 – 23 June 
 UBK Beach
 500 UAH
 zaxidfest

Tokyo Drift
 22 – 24 June 
 Art-Zavod Platforma (Bilomorska 1)
 150 UAH
 ulichnayaeda

Circus Night Market
 28 – 30 June
 Kurazh Bazar (Glushkova 1)
 200 UAH
 kurazhbazar

Atlas Weekend 2019
 9-14 July 
 Expocenter of  Ukraine (Natsionalnyy 

Ekspotsentr Ukrainy)
 1 700 UAH
 atlasweekend

BRITISH THEATRE IN CINEMA
In original language with  
Ukrainian subtitles
Twelfth Night

 18 June at 19.00
As You Like It

 25 June at 19.00
 Kiyv Kino (V Vasylkivska 19)
 190 UAH
 kievkino.com.ua

Queen Live in Budapest
 From 26 June
 Kyiv Kino (V Vasylkivska 19)
 TBA
 kievkino.com.ua

Dark Phoenix
 18 June at 19.30
 Multiplex Lavina Mall, Multiplex Skymall
 90-180 UAH
 multiplex.ua

The Audience
 19 June at 19.30
 Multiplex Skymall (Generala Vatutina 2t)
 190 UAH
 multiplex.ua

Men in Black: International
 2 July at 19.00
 Multiplex Lavina Mall, Multiplex Skymall
 90-180 UAH
 multiplex.ua

Tuesday Evenings at Cinema Citi
 Every Tuesday at 19.00
 Cinema Citi (Ocean Plaza, Antonovycha 176)
 50 UAH
 cinemaciti.ua

https://www.facebook.com/events/257385655163048/
https://www.facebook.com/mimewavefestival
https://www.facebook.com/atlasweekend/
http://www.kievkino.com.ua/
http://www.kievkino.com.ua/
https://multiplex.ua/
https://multiplex.ua/
https://multiplex.ua/
https://cinemaciti.ua/
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Lesnoy Prichal: Atom
 15 June at 23.55
 Closer (Nyzhnoiurkivska 31)
 TBA
 closerkiev

Hratsiya Party in Kyiv
 15 June at 20.00
 Tiki Surf  Club (Baseina 12)
 50 UAH
 stasleninband

Pink Panther
 15 June at 20.00
 Shooters (Moskovska 22)
 Ladies FREE
 Gents 150 UAH
 shooterskiev

After Midnight Show
 16 June 22.00
 Caribbean Club (Symona Petlyury 4)
 Ladies 200 UAH
 Gents 400 UAH
 CaribbeanClub

Hot Dance Party
 17 June 22.00
 Caribbean Club (Symona Petlyury 4)
 Ladies FREE
 Gents 250 UAH
 CaribbeanClub

LESNOY PRICHAL BD: 
SPACETRAVEL,  
JUNKI INOUE

 6 July at 23.55
 Lesnoy Prichal (Nyzhnoiurkivska 31)

Space Travel is impossible, you 
say? We say – they are awesome! 
The artist, whose name came 
about by chance, is headed to 
Ukraine to show us the true mean-
ing of  nightlife! Committed to his 
passion of  DJing since young ado-
lescence, this guy’s hard work has 
paid off. Support for the evening 
comes in the form of  Junki Inoue, 
all the way from Japan, bringing 
the sickest of  beats!

 TBA
 +380 67 658 8951

Shiva Birthday Party
 21 June at 23.00
 Art-club Tepliy Lampovy (Mykhaila 

Omelianovycha-Pavlenka 4/6)
 TBA
 tepliy.lampoviy

Ring
 21 June at 23.00
 Shooters (Moskovska 22)
 Ladies FREE
 Gents 150 UAH
 shooterskiev

The Ghost
 22 June at 23.55
 Closer (Nyzhnoiurkivska 31)
 TBA
 closerkiev

A State of  Trance 900 – Kyiv
 22 June at 21.00
 Vystavkovyi Center (Brovarsky Ave 15) 
 From 99 UAH
 virus.ua

Kyiv Kills: Olympic Rock Party
 23 June at 17.30
 Art-club Tepliy Lampovy  

(Mykhaila Omelianovycha-Pavlenka 4/6)
 From 80 UAH
 tepliy.lampoviy

Top Hits of  the Century
 23 June at 23.00
 Indigo (Kudryashova 3)
 TBA
 indigo.ambitious

Ukrainian Zouk  
Carnival 2019

 27 June at 21.00
 Home (Henerala Zhmachenka 3)
 TBA
 ukrainianzoukcarnival

Low: John Talabot
 28 June at 23.55
 Lesnoy Prichal (Nyzhnoiurkivska 31)
 TBA
 +38067 658 8951

Forever Young
 29 June at 20.00
 Shooters (Moskovska 22)
 Ladies FREE
 Gents 150 UAH
 shooterskiev

Criminal Practice:  
The Great Flashback

 29 June at 23.00
 River Port (Nyzhnii Val 67)
 TBA
 riverportkyiv

Crazy Dance Party
 30 June
 Caribbean Club (Symona Petlyury 4)
 Ladies FREE
 Gents 250 UAH
 CaribbeanClub

Chetverhulki
 4 July at 23.00
 Indigo (Kudryashova 3)
 TBA
 indigo.ambitious

Lesnoy Prichal BD:  
Moodymann

 5 July at 23.55
 Lesnoy Prichal (Nyzhnoiurkivska 31)
 From 680 UAH
 +38067 658 8951

Ladies Night
 10 July at 20.00

Shooters (Moskovska 22)
 Ladies FREE
 Gents 150 UAH
 shooterskiev

3rd Birthday Bash w/ Kölsch
 12 July at 23.00
 CHI by Decadence House (Parkova Doroha 16a)
 TBA
 DecadenceHouse

AUX88
 21 June at 23.55 
 Closer (Nyzhnoiurkivska 31)

Innovative, brave, cyberpunk, and 
rebellious – that’s all you need to 
know about AUX88! Is biorobotic 
technology similar to human be-
ings? Are we capable of  creating 
something as sentient as we are? 
Would it have soul? We don’t know, 
but this food for thought is some-
thing that accompanies the sound 
of  Aux88. The group brings not 
only the beat, but also the atmos-
phere, and are an inspiration for 
cyberpunk connoisseurs all over 
the world. Are you ready to become 
one of  them? 

 TBA
 closerkiev

Nightlife | 15 June — 15 July 2019
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What’s Ahead

UKRAINIAN SUPER CUP FOOTBALL
 21 July 
 Chornomorets Stadium (Odesa)

The 2019-20 football season will offi-
cially kick off  on 21 July as your Dy-
namo Kyiv will take on rivals Shakhtar 
Donetsk in the Ukrainian Super Cup at 
Chornomorets Stadium in Odesa. The 
competition traditionally kicks off  the 
new season with the Ukrainian Pre-
mier League champions taking on the 
Ukrainian Cup winners. With Shakhtar 
winning both titles last season, Dyna-
mo qualified thanks to its second-place 
Premier League finish. Dynamo are 
the current holders, claiming last year’s 
title over Shakhtar thanks to a Vital-
iy Bulayskyi first-half  marker. A win 
this season would see Dynamo match 
Shakhtar’s record of  eight Super Cup 
titles. Let ‘em have it boys!

 TBD
 fcdynamo.kiev.ua/en

COMIC-CON UKRAINE 2019
 21 – 22 September
 Art-Zavod Platforma (Bilomorska 1)

This hot event is fast approaching, and is 
a mecca for cosplayers. If  you are a fan of  
comics and fantasy, a gamer, film or music 
lover, here is your chance to immerse your-
self  in pop culture. Dress as Harry Potter, 
Thor, Wonder Woman, or Doctor Who. A 
grand cosplay show, K-pop Cover Dance 
competition, geek-oriented market with 
themed goods, virtual and board games, 
presentations and lectures by pop art rep-
resentatives, and much more is guaranteed. 
But that’s not all, organisers are keeping the 
most interesting activities a closely guarded 
secret. So stay tuned.

 350 – 550 UAH
 artzavodplatforma.com

ROYAL BLOOD (UK, BLUES ROCK)
 5 August at 20.00
 Art Zavod Platforma (Bilomorska 1)

No, Royal Blood did not save rock from the 
dominance of  rap music globally, but they 
were able to gain a huge following and pack 
concert halls with their unique style in no 
time. Both albums of  the band were ranked 
number one in Britain and in the top 30 in 
the US. And this was against the general 
hegemony of  conveyor music, which is not 
to say that Royal Blood is especially original. 
However, they do not hide it, the relish in it. 
their list of  inspirations is huge and clearly 
traceable while listening. Combining vir-
tuoso blues melody, the rough-and-ready 
style of  garage rock, and dense guitar riffs, 
a heady combination is formed. Loud but 
melodic, this is musical lightning.

 1 290 UAH 
 popcornkyiv

SCIENTIFIC CONFERENCE IN 
MEMORY OF MYKOLA BILYASHIVSKY

 4 November at 10.00
 National Art Museum (Hrushevskoho 6)

If  you want to learn more about the cultural 
and artistic life of  Kyiv in the 19th and 20th 
centuries, submit an application to attend this 
scientific conference. The title of  the event is 
Reading in Memory of  Mykola Bilyashivsky, 
and here you’ll have the opportunity to listen 
to topics such as the art and artistic life of  
Kyiv; the cultural and intellectual environ-
ment of  the capital pre- and post-Soviet; and 
national communities and the art of  Kyiv. 
If  you have an affinity for art, this is a great 
chance for you to expand your mind.

 Free
 namu.kiev.ua

SWAN LAKE
 20 September at 19.00
 National Opera of  Ukraine (Volodymyrska)

The opening of  ballet season in Kyiv, and 
the barre is promised to be set high. Pri-
ma ballerina of  New York City Ballet and 
San Francisco Ballet Ana Sophia Scheller 
will be dancing the lead role alongside 
Premier Ballet of  the National Opera of  
Ukraine, Oleksandr Stoyanov. Swan Lake 
is the world’s most celebrated ballet and 
has kept this position in people’s hearts 
for over 100 years.

 200 – 3 100 UAH
 opera.com.ua

FLIT (INTELLIGENT PUNK)
 3 August at 19.00
 Green Theatre (Parkova Doroha 2)

These Ukrainian intelligent-punk rock 
legends of  the early 2000s are making 
somewhat of  a comeback for the first 
time in eight years. Featuring the origi-
nal classic group lineup led by the voice 
of  Vladimir Novikov, the band’s first 
vocalist, this is an opportunity to listen 
to old hits with some new songs thrown 
into the mix. Debut album The World is 
Such, released in 2003, fixed their image 
as a hedgehog thanks to a very successful 
track with the same name. The group’s 
second album Zaanika (2006) had a more 
romantic tone than the previous, while 
Exit is! (2013) was compiled completely 
without main vocalist Novikov, whose 
place was taken by guitarist Andrew 
Markov. Now, however, the Ukraini-
an-American group FliT has reformed, 
and the team promises a concert full of  
surprises.

 350 UAH
 greentheatre.com.ua 

BRAVE! FACTORY FESTIVAL 2019
 24 August 20.00
 TBA Kyiv 

Get involved in one of  the most independ-
ent festivals of  the year, which is sure to blow 
your mind. Feted as one of  the best in Eu-
rope, for attendees it promises a unique ex-
perience that will stay with you long after the 
music stops. It isn’t just the sets from some 
of  the best artists, it is also about art. The 
headliners get better year-on-year, so who’s 
it going to be this year? How about Dubfire, 
Nastia, Solar, and so many more. Set in a 
working factory, this is an experience not to 
be missed this upcoming August!

 From 1 500 UAH
 bravefactoryfestival
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Natalia Kurtyak

Released in early May, Chornobyl is the 
result of  the collaboration between HBO 
and Sky Atlantic. It dramatises the sto-
ry of  one of  history’s most catastrophic 
man-made disasters  – the 1986 nuclear 
accident, which resulted in tragedy for 
many innocent victims, who risked their 
lives to save the future of  Ukraine and 
Europe. Negligence, lies, misinformation, 
fear of  losing face and reputation, and 
dirty politics broke the lives of  hundreds 
of  thousands. The self-sacrifice and trag-
ic consequence at the heart of  Chernobyl 
Nuclear Power Plant is the focal point of  
the mini-series.
“What is the cost of  lies? It’s not that we 
mistake them for the truth. The real dan-
ger is that if  we hear enough lies then we 
no longer recognise the truth at all” – the 
series’ opening words deliver a powerful 
and reflective message.

FULL AUTHENTICITY
Written and produced by Craig Mazin 
(The Huntsman: Winter’s War) and direct-
ed by Johan Renck (Breaking Bad), the 
mini-series is distinguished by the eerie 
authenticity of  life in the late USSR. It’s 
fair to say that Renck and Mazin did their 
homework. For Mazin, who spent two 
and a half  years preparing and planning 

this project before even starting to write, 
the authenticity of  the series was one of  
the most important aspects. The creators 
of  the series wanted every element of  the 
décor – furniture, dishes, even wallpaper 
– to look exactly the same as in the USSR 
in 1986. And they were successful. When 
watching the series, you’ll spot rare yet 
familiar items reminiscent of  your grand-
parents’ time.
The choice of  location was significant for 
capturing the zeitgeist too. Initially, the 
series was to be filmed entirely in Lithu-
ania for financial reasons. But Ukrainian 
production company Radioaktive Film 
got wind of  the project and contacted 
the creators, negotiating a deal that saw 
30% of  filming done in Ukraine. Scenes 
were shot in Pripyat, Kyiv, and near 
the Kyiv Sea. While shooting in Kyiv, 
main streets such as Khreschatyk, Tere-
schenkivska, and Khmelnytskoho were 
blocked. In the fourth episode, Teatralna 
metro station makes a cameo. The build-
ings of  the KCSA, KNU, KPI, and NAU 
were also among the locations used. Al-
though filming in the exclusion zone was 
limited, it fully encapsulates the entire 
mood of  this series.

A SENSETIVE APPROACH?
Thankfully, stereotypical ideas about peo-
ple from the former Soviet Union (“kli-
ukva”) have been avoided. Additionally, 

The Best Thing 
to Come Out of  
Ukraine (on TV)
WHILE SOME OF THE DISSATISFIED 
MASSES SIGN PETITIONS TO RE-
SHOOT THE LATEST SEASON OF 
GAME OF THRONES, OTHERS ARE 
ENTHUSIASTICALLY RESPONDING 
TO THE NEW MINI-SERIES 
CHORNOBYL

INTERESTING FACTS: 
∙  Since airing the mini-series, the number 

of  tourists visiting the exclusion zone 
has increased by 40%.

∙  A transcript of  the real tape recording 
by Valery Legasov can be found online: 

SPOILER ALERT! 
The three divers Alexey Ananenko, 
Valery Bespalov, and Boris Baranov, 
who plunged into radioactive water 
survived in real life as opposed to in 
the televised version.

the authors did not try to reproduce the 
Ukrainian or Russian accent, but sim-
ply chose English-speaking actors who 
use their native accents. Chornobyl stars 
Emmy-nominee Jared Harris (as Valeriy 
Legasov), Stellan Skarsgård (as Boris 
Shcherbina), and Oscar-nominee Emily 
Watson (as Ulana Khomyuk).
The mini-series of  five episodes has al-
ready become the highest-rated series in 
the history of  the most popular TV shows 
of  all time, as estimated by viewers, con-
fidently overtaking such series as Game of  
Thrones, Breaking Bad, and Band of  Brothers. 
Despite the high ratings, some moments 
are quite controversial. The real liquida-
tors of  the Chornobyl nuclear disaster in 
particular are dissatisfied, some of  them 
claiming that the facts have been distort-
ed and the heroism of  the main charac-
ters has been exaggerated. Nevertheless, 
all agree that the series is an incredible 
illustration of  the events with a tense at-
mosphere.
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Speaking with 
Sergiy
Tasya Klim

Summer is here and What’s On has crawled 
out of  the metro to give you a taste of  what 
people are like above ground. Young and 
old, happy and gloomy, but all are feeling 
the heat of  summer. What was it like and 
who have we met..?

BORED OF THE SUN
While strolling through the busy streets of  
Kyiv, you can’t help but wonder how beau-
tiful it might be a bit further from the centre. 
And not far from Rayduzhne Lake, I come 
across a couple of  gentlemen. They typical-
ly start the with a chitchat with 160 years of  
shared life experience behind them. One of  
them agrees to talk to me. Meet Sergiy – a 
funny, reverent, and calm sort of  chap.

Where are you headed right now?
(laughs) After having a chat with you 
and sitting here, to the cemetery, I hope! 
(laughs again)
What do you do for living?
Sit at home and wait for my pension to ar-
rive. Before this, I was an auto mechanic 
and worked in Germany for a time. It was 
very different – the people and the general 
atmosphere.

What is the most important thing in 
your life at this moment?
I think now I just want you, the young ones, 
to live happily, live bravely, without any sor-
row or poverty… I don’t feel like I have an-
ything else to be worried about now. 
What was the last song you listened to?
(laughs) I don’t even know how to reply to 
this. I don’t usually listen to music purpose-
fully, if  I have listened to something, I’ve 
already forgotten!

The Dniprovskyi district has the 
third highest population in the Kyiv 
region. 

If  you could have a superpower, what 
would it be and why?
Huh, you know that’s the hardest question 
so far, young lady! How could I pick a power 
when I don’t believe in miracles anymore? 
What bothers you about our politi-
cians?
Ukraine is a very rich country, if  not the 
richest. It really bothers me that people 
would rather steal than help. I am scared of  
what will come if  they don’t stop.
What’s your favorite venue in Kyiv?
I don’t go out much, but a slow stroll 
through the district while going to get some 
water from the pump is the best, especially 
when you got company. Look around you, 
you don’t need venues when you have such 
green and beautiful nature around you.
What colour socks are you wearing?
Black – the old man’s classic. I say – when 
you lose one sock, you just take another out 
of  the drawer and voilà! You have an in-
finite number of  socks.
Where are you from/in what part of  
Kyiv do you live?
I live in the Dniprovskyi district.
What is something you’d recommend 
to the younger generation?
Try and go abroad, to live, to work, for 
the sake of  trying. If  you don’t like it – 
come back.

Caravanning
Lera Zdanevych

Indie electronic duo Ummagma present 
their new album Compass this month. It 
will be the third long-play and the pair’s 
first album after seven years of  silence. 
Before this they presented the Caravan 
single, along with a special B-side Ty i Ya. 
“Caravan is about a personal journey – one 
that begins in the mind before any bor-
ders have been crossed,” says Ummagma 
vocalist Shauna McLarnon. “The trip 
is always so much better when you truly 
want to be part of  it. You map your own 
destiny in many ways and dreaming is a 
great place to begin.” 
It is clear that the track was inspired by 
travel – here you can hear ethnic Car-
pathian musical motifs and the charac-
teristic percussion from this region. The 
track is also complemented with the me-
lodic tones of  a sopilka, a Ukrainian folk 
instrument.

Ty i Ya is an experiment for Ummagma. 
This is the first single the duo has ever re-
leased not in English. Composer, Alexan-
der Kretov crafted the song in his native 
Ukrainian, alongside a disco dance track 
with funky guitar beats in the style of  Daft 
Punk. The effect makes for a tune that is 
quite infectious.
It’s common for music groups to change 
and progress out of  necessity and a need 

to not become stereotypical, or worse 
yet – insignificant. Ummagma is de-
termined to evolve. Combining more 
diverse instrumentation in their work, 
such as varied percussion and guitars, the 
pair’s songs show a blend of  genres and 
just good old innovation. So what will the 
album encompass? Assumedly a continu-
ation of  this sound evolution, something 
we will find out soon.
Ummagma’s album Compass is released 
on 14 June via Manchester-based Leon-
ard Skully Records and will be available 
on black vinyl and CD.

Listen to 
Caravan:
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Kyiv: everyone’s favourite city to party in. Could it be the speak-
easy cocktail bars, interesting locations, or never-ending club 
hours? Only you can be the judge. With so much variety in the 
capital of  Ukraine, every weekend is a new experience

KEEP IT CLASSY 
Kyiv is home to a variety of  unique cocktail bars. Set foot in any 
one of  them and an enthusiastic bartender will shake up your 
drink with passion. These bars make for a great place to meet with 
friends to enjoy a laid-back evening or to just get it started. Find 
something fresh on the menu that tickles your fancy or stick to 
what you know and order a well-made classic. Don’t skip over the 
food either: these places have deliciously hand-crafted items that 
pair well with any choice of  poison. 
Checking out a new bar can be a fun weekend adventure: Log-
gerhead, the most recent cocktail bar I visited, greets its guests in 
a courtyard with an unlabelled steel door. One must pull the lever 
beside the door in order to request entrance. Are you worthy?

CLUBBING IN THE CAPITAL
What’s On, Facebook, and word of  mouth are great ways to find 
out about clubs and events in the city. Find a recent issue of  yours 
truly to start. Or, ask around and you will get peoples’ honest opin-
ions about what they think is best. Of  course, Facebook is a great 
place to find detailed information about events hosted by clubs. 
Check out reviews, what type of  music you will find there, prices, 
and more. If  you’re searching for a certain genre of  music, you’ll 
be sure to find it in this city. 
For instance, Closer is a local and international techno hotspot, 
and Latin music makes its appearance at places like Habana.  For 
less main-stream genres, some clubs off the beaten path are likely 
to be the hosts, like Volume Club. Be aware that with a variety of  
venues, music, and atmosphere, there’s also a variety in entrance 
checks. Situations can vary from being asked “How old are you?” 
to full-on ID checks and face control, as well as entrance fees. 

NO REST FOR THE WICKED 
With tourism season coming into full swing, you’re never far-off from 
a good time on Khreschatyk. You can be sure that the cider at Bilyy 
Nalyv never runs dry (and that the line never gets shorter, either). 
Round up your mates – or head out solo – and enjoy the endless op-
tions of  bars, restaurants, and late working hours (most night clubs 
work until 06.00). If  you want to see something new, head over to 
Lift, Ukraine’s only gay bar. Every weekend at 02.00 Kyiv’s drag 
queens grace the main stage with confidence and charisma. 

Setting the Bar
for Nightlife

NOTABLE PLACES: 
Logger Head 

 Taras Shevchenko Blvd 1
Parovoz 

 V Vasylkivska 19
Lift

 V Vasylkivska 72A
River Port

 Nyzhnii Val 67
Volume Club 

 Harmatna 26/2

What’s Up with the Footbridge?
Natalia Kurtyak

If  you haven’t yet heard, the footbridge between Volodymyrska 
Hill and the People’s Friendship Arch opened on 25 May, espe-
cially for Kyiv Day, connecting Mariinsky and Khreshchatyy Park. 
As the perfect touristic spot, it pans the picturesque Podil, Dnipro, 
and city’s left bank.
Kyiv mayor Vitali Klitschko noted that ‘the people’ have been talk-
ing about such a tourist site for more than 100 years. Though no 
one could have guessed its cost. Amounting to 275 million UAH 
for materials, add to that 400 million UAH for the construction 
works, and you’ve got a pretty penny of  an attraction. 
The bridge provides both pedestrian and cycle lanes, benches, ob-
servation decks, lighting, and CCTV. The most prominent part is, 
of  course, the glass floor, which is both spectacular and simultane-
ously scary for those who suffer from vertigo. This however pro-
vides entertainment for the braver ones who dare to walk on the 
transparent surface, taking photos of  the breathtaking landscape, 
both above and below. 
Nothing happens in Ukraine without a bit of  a scandal and the 
bridge is no different. In this case, Kyiv authorities have been ac-
cused of  transferring the project to the Ukrainian design organisa-
tion without their knowledge, yet with the concept and design said 
to be stolen from Swiss architects Leuppi & Schafroth Architekten 
who created it in 2013. To dispel the rumors, the Kyiv City State 
Administration commented that the project was established by 
Ukrainian architects as far back as 2000. The truth is probably 
somewhere in between. 

You will have unique opportunity to do 
yoga in beautiful 120 yo building with 
experienced yoga instructor accompanied 
by music of  famous ukrainian DJ.

After yoga class NAMU will display its 
hidden masterpiece – severalpictures, which 
have never been shown to the public before. 
All income goes to Museum account. You 
don’t need to take your mat with you. 

ON SATURDAY 
JUNE 15

 Event starts at 8-30 am. 
 in NAMU, Grushevskogo str. 6

National Art 
Museum of Ukraine 

OPENS
ITS DOOR FOR 
YOGA LOVERS.

Event host – 
PO “Spilne”
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VDNKH

VDNKh is a massive park in Central 
Kyiv. Built in 1958 to celebrate Soviet 
greatness, at one time its many pavilions 
celebrated industries such as mining and 
agriculture. Nowadays, the park and its 
impressive buildings hold music festivals, 
travelling shows, holiday events, and other 
activities, including the SkyPark adventure 
park. It’s also a fantastic spot for a picnic!

 Akademika Hlushkova Pr 1
 Entrance to VDNKh is free.  
 70 – 500 UAH for SkyPark
 +380 44 596 9116,  
 +380 73 361 6050 for SkyPark
 vdng.ua,  skypark.com.ua

Lee Reaney

IN PART THREE OF OUR KIDS 
IN KYIV FEATURE, WHAT’S 

ON LOOKS AT SOME OF 
THE BEST PLACES IN KYIV 
TO TAKE YOUR KIDS. THIS 
MONTH WE LOOK AT SITES 

THAT WILL BE POPULAR 
WITH YOUR YOUNG ONES

KYIVSKA RUS PARK

Kyivska Rus Park is a reconstruction of  a 
Kyivan Rus town centre brimming with 
activities for your kids. Horse shows, ar-
chery competitions, medieval fights, black-
smith and pottery workshops, museums, 
and more – at Kyivska Rus you’ll combine 
entertainment with education. Especially 
fun during national holidays and special 
events, there is also a fully licensed restau-
rant that overlooks the fighting area and a 
hotel, hostel, and campground. 

 Village of  Kopachiv, 45 minutes south of  Kyiv
 Adults 150 UAH, Children 50 UAH
 +380 50 385 2035
 parkkyivrus.com

KYIV ZOO

Lions and tigers and bears – oh my! What 
kid doesn’t like animals? And the Kyiv Zoo 
has plenty of  them –more than 2 700 from 
300 species – including rhinos, giraffes, 
elephants, and even crocodiles! You can 
travel through the different climate zones, 
visit Animal Island, or take your kids to the 
Ukrainian Farmstead, where they can in-
teract with sheep, goats, and other animals. 

 Peremohy Pr 32
 Adults 100 UAH, Children 5 -16  50 UAH, 

Children under 5 FREE
 +38 0 44 277 4769
 zoo.kiev.ua

NATIONAL CIRCUS OF UKRAINE

The circus brings out the child in all of  
us and few do it better than the National 
Circus of  Ukraine. Located near the city 
centre in the inimitable style of  Soviet cir-
cus buildings, Kyiv’s circus has a history 
that dates back over a century. Programs 
change, but each show displays wonder-
ful acts of  human achievement, inspiring 
awe from a bygone era. Be sure to stick 
around for photos with the performers 
after the show!

 Peremohy Pl 2
 100 – 590 UAH 
 +380 67 917 9393
 circus.kiev.ua

KYIV STATE CHILDREN’S THEATRE

Located in Kyiv’s chic Podil district, this 
theatre has programming designed espe-
cially for kids. Opened ahead of  its time 
in 1982, it was just the second theatre of  
its kind on the planet back in the day. The 
theatre boasts an impressive repertoire of  
over 50 shows, so you’re sure to find some-
thing interesting for your kids to enjoy. 

 Mezhyhirska 2  
 30 – 300 UAH
 +380 44 425 4280
 musictheatre.kiev.ua

PUPPET THEATRE

You can’t miss this fairytale castle in the 
heart of  Kreschatyk Park. The venue has 
been putting on magical performances for 
children for over 90 years, from Masha & 
the Bear to Cinderella to Baba Yaga. While 
most shows are in Ukrainian, some are 
silent or are used as English lessons for 
Ukrainian children. There’s even a mari-
onette museum and Children’s Café. 

 Hrushevskoho 1a
 80 – 150 UAH, 30 UAH for an excursion
 +380 44 278 5808
 akadempuppet.kiev.ua

Kids
in Kyiv Part III Sites

w
o 

in
 to

w
n 



26  What’s On    Issue 21   15 May - 15 June 2019

What’s On the Menu

Lana Nicole Niland

THE WHAT’S ON CHECKLIST
English Menu ü
English-speaking staff ü
Wifi  ü
Price $ $ $ $
WO Rating 

Extravagance. Luxury. A treat. This is 
what springs to mind upon entrance to 
the 11 Mirrors Design Hotel. The theme 
continues as the elevator attendant asks 
to which floor you might like to go, then 
advocating a necessary look in the mir-
ror. I wonder what he is implying, think-
ing immediately there must be something 
wrong with my appearance. Only once 
this place starts to soak in however do re-
flections truly start to reveal themselves. 

A TWIST
As Friday calls for a cocktail, their signa-
ture Lower Manhattan is ordered. It is a 
twist on the traditional, and while not all 
contemporary takes on what is tried and 
tested are a welcome change, I don’t feel 
that way about this concoction. I think a 
drink says something not just about the 
person drinking it, but without doubt 
generates a certain mood. If  you are 
looking to improve yours, their signature 

11:11
A HOTEL, A ROOFTOP 
BAR, AN EXPERIENCE

cocktail list is a good place to start. 
As I am admiring an absolutely amazing 
sunset – it is 19.30 in the summer after 
all, a cloud of  shellfish appears on the ta-
ble. Dry ice wafts about as I try to fathom 
what is in front of  me. IOnce the smoke 
clears, a mix of  real crab meat, with hints 
of  mango, avocado, and a homemade 
mayonnaise is revealed. In fact, the con-
coction is reminiscent of  the local Olivier 
salad, bez all the “bologna”. The caviar 
at the summit makes for a beautiful pop 
not just of  colour but taste. 

TOP 5
I ponder the interior as the second course 
is prepared. Dressed in jewel tones of  vel-
vet, with a puzzled wooden floor, brass 
accents, and a ridiculous view challeng-
ing even that of  the illustrious Hyatt’s 
Bar on 8, this venue is a treat, in every 
sense, and should be tried at least once. 
Especially if  you appreciate good ser-
vice: theirs is an accomplished staff who 
are exceptionally well-trained (certainly 
within the top 5 of  Kyiv).
Plate #2 – Beef  Tartare, is presented as 
a lovely little pile of  beef  topped with 
a quail’s egg, parmesan crisps, with lit-
tle green wisps of  green vinery as tasty 
decoration. The menu details addition-
al items, but it’s not until I bite into this 
culinary indulgence that I realise I have 

EDIBLE INVENTORY
Lower East Side  300 UAH
Crab Salad 640 UAH
Beef  Tartar  460 UAH
Shiraz Love Grass, 
d’Arenberg,
Australia (150ml) x 2 240UAH
Field Berry & Basil Sorbet 180 UAH

MAKE SURE YOU TRY
Oak & Smoke Cocktail 359 UAH
Green Salad with Unagi Duck 380 UAH
Anjou Pigeon (France) 990 UAH

11 Mirrors
 Khmelnytskoho 34a
¾ 07.00 – 02.00

 +380 44 581 0011
 11mirrors-hotel.com

been remis. I don’t need bacon, and in 
fact often choose the “without” option, 
but these little crisps absolutely make this 
dish. Add to that the hint – no more – of  
truffle cream that hits in a few bites here 
and there.

REFLECTION
As evening turns to night, the lighting in-
side reflects the diurnal adjustment, and 
rather than the sun lighting up the city, 
lights from buildings, cathedrals, and his-
torical erections take over this responsi-
bility. The music too has turned from jazz 
covers of  famous tunes to an electronic 
smorgasbord. For me personally, the mix 
is generic. But for the various tables and 
their collection of  accents the selection 
seems to work.  
Though not a huge wine list, theirs is a 
decent selection: an Australian Shiraz 
by-the-glass option is what I am enjoying 
at the moment. And with most priced 
around $50-$60 for bottles of  French, 
Italian, Spanish, Australian, American, 
etc, it’s really not a bad match consider-
ing the clientele this venue attracts. Next 
I return I will ensure time is set aside for 
the great list of  various Scotch options on 
offer. 
Though I must be off, the menu suggests 
you will have a “gastronomic experience” 
at this design hotel. It doesn’t lie. But 
there is so much more to 11 Mirrors. I 
urge you too to take a look in the mirror. 
You never know what you might find.

https://11mirrors-hotel.com/eat-and-drink/restaurant-morning
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Kyiv street food culture is rapidly devel-
oping, as the frenetic rhythm of  the big 
city dictates its own rules. Locals work a 
lot, participate in various activities and, 
of  course, they are willing to buy street 
food on the go or at lunchtime, if  it is 
tasty and quickly cooked. Food quality 
plays a significant role, too. So, what if  
there was a place where all these qualities 
were combined into one? Kyivdoner has 
something to offer.
This street food spot, located on Sevas-
topolska Ploscha, provides a variety of  
chicken and turkey doners, soups, and 
coffee, and call themselves ‘the first doner 
street food chain in Ukraine’. In the near 
future, Kyivdoner will enter other dis-
tricts of  Kyiv, and also start working as a 
franchise in other Ukrainian cities. 
Kyivdoner claims they cook the ‘right’ 
street food – they’ve decided to break 
stereotypes and prove that doners are 
cool, even for those who’re trying to 
eat healthy. The sauces here are cooked 
without sugar and various food additives, 
and they avoid mayonnaise and other 
sauces full of  fat. You shouldn’t worry 
about the meat either because they mar-
inate it themselves and it’s always grilled 
right before serving.

Healthy Doner?  
It exists!

Kyivdoner
 Narodnoho Opolchennya 5a
¾ 9.00 – 21.00

 kyivdoner
 Kyivdoner

THE WHAT’S ON CHECKLIST
English Menu 
English-speaking staff ü
Wifi  
Price $
WO Rating 

In a city dominated by restaurants owned 
by a handful of  conglomerate companies, 
finding a true family-run eatery is rare. A 
stone’s throw from Palats Ukraina met-
ro there is one such place. And it hums 
with business. Lazzat originally opened 
in a typical street-side kiosk offering all 
manner of  Middle Eastern fare. Business 
boomed. So much so it expanded into the 
neighboring kiosk to offer burgers.
You can dine in or be served from the 
window in typical street food fashion. Be 

From East to West

THE WHAT’S ON CHECKLIST
English Menu ü
English-speaking staff 
Wifi  
Price $
WO Rating 

Lazzat
 V Valsilkivska 114 (Nemetska) 
¾ 8.00 – 19.00 (or later)

 Lazzat

warned, people queue to buy from here. 
This is not a place with a kitchen out back. 
Everything is prepared in front of  you. For 
what could be termed street food the menu 
is extensive. Everything from soups, plov, 
khachapuri, samsa and doner kebabs are 
on offer and while that food is great, the 
burgers are out-of-this-world. The burger 
menu is so extensive it would put some of  
the better-known burger joints to shame. 
Attention to detail is impressive: the burg-
ers are not stored in racks but are made 

as your order, and fast. Then carefully 
wrapped and presented to you with black 
surgical-style gloves that, if  you are eco-
nomical moneywise, can be used at home 
multiple times (personal experience). 
The food is exclusively Halal, so don’t 
expect to find pork ribs. But this actually 
makes for a refreshing change from the 
traditional Ukrainian fare which can tend 
to be heavily pork-based. 
There is also a sense of  nostalgia about 
the place. The walls are fixed with gleam-
ing white tiles reminiscent of  a traditional 
butchery. Which is also something that 
is reassuring, as this definitely isn’t some 
greasy-spoon type outfit. An empty eatery 
is usually a very good sign of  poor quality, 
but the patronage here is enough on its 
own to testify to how good this place is. 

In the best tradition of  street food, the 
menu is impossibly simple: two types of  
doners with chicken and turkey, doner 
boxes, French fries, hot dogs, and pea 
soup. The doner boxes with minced meat 
and vegetables are pretty amazing and 
nothing could be easier for take-away. 
Much attention is also paid to coffee. Not 
many street food spots can offer hogh 

Natalia Kurtyak

quality coffee. But Kyivdoner breaks ste-
reotypes again. The coffee is brewed on 
the Franke coffee machine – one of  the 
best of  its kind.
This is a great place for a bite with very af-
fordable prices, as well as friendly staff, and 
while they may be the first of  their kind 
in Ukraine, they may well be the best too.

What’s On 
the Street

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Lazzat/105613437046144
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MOLODIST –  
A DEER OF A FESTIVAL 
And that’s a wrap on the 48th an-
nual Molodist Film Festival here in 
Kyiv, showing at Butterfly Deluxe 
and Kyiv Cinema. Opening and 
closing the week-long event, the 
festival’s master of  ceremonies, the 
Molodist deer, ensured laughter 
and fun, while organisers worked 
hard ahead of  time to put togeth-
er an incredible list of  films to en-
joy across a number of  categories. 
There could only be one grand 
prize winner however and this year 
that honour went to Sauvage by 
Camille Vidal-Naquet (France). See 
you at Molodist 49 in 2020!
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SWING LONG 
The Diplomatic Golf  for Good by Volvo 
got everyone swinging for the skies on 18 
May thanks to Kyiv’s Golfstream Golf  Club. 
Ukraine’s junior golf  champion Novozhilo-
va was in attendance, including a number 
of  ambassadors and diplomats representing 
11 countries, as well as fans of  the sports. 
As promoted by organisers, this event is one 
that goes beyond the golf  course, bringing 
together different cultures, promoting the 
dialogue of  like-minded people, while offer-
ing a healthy and fun opportunity to spend 
in good company. Following the success of  
this event, there will be more to come. Stay 
tuned!

DIGITAL VIBES
On 16 May, Kyiv hosted the third 
annual international advertising 
conference Ad Summit Kyiv 2019, 
gathering at Hilton Kyiv some of  the 
world’s most renowned companies in 
AdTech – Google, Facebook, Twitter, 
YouTube, Viber, and more. More than 
500 participants from over 20 coun-
tries spent an intense day sharing their 
experience, networking, and party-
ing. The atmosphere at the event was 
magnetic! Creativity, data, innovative 
technologies ‒ Ad Summit speakers 
presented great keynotes on digital ad-
vertising and its future.
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AN ID LIKE NO OTHER 
On 7-8 June, in the historically significant town of  Khaniv, the second annu-
al Ukrainian ID forum took place. Bringing in specialists and speakers from 
around the world, the vision of  project initiator, Natalia Zabolotna, for a 
new and reformed Ukraine, continued to unfold. The event was opened by 
Ukraine’s first president – Leonid Kravchuk, who was then followed by speak-
ers such as Ticho Župancić – former Secretary of  State for Development and 
Policy of  European Cohesion in Slovenia; German Ambassador to Ukraine 
– Dr. Ernst Reichel; Norbert Neuhaus – vice mayor of  Trier, German; retired 
American diplomat and US ambassador to Ukraine and Uzbekistan – John 
Herbst; plus more than 300 opinion leaders, diplomats, doctors of  science and 
community activists, all of  whom represented well this year’s main theme – 
Revolution of  Values.
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AN AFFAIR TO REMEMBER 
May proved a month full of  places to go and people to see, and Aloft Kyiv was certainly no differ-
ent on 24 May as the hotel celebrated its first birthday here in the Ukrainian capital. With staff  
all dressed in the chain’s corporate colour – pink, it was a festive affair, that had DJs a-playing, 
drinks a-flowing, and everyone a-smiling. 

AN EVENT-FUL BUNCH
Ukraine’s ACC keeps the Kyiv community well entertained generally, but certainly 
this past month, with a couple of  events which created much thoughtful discourse. 
On 29 May, at Kama restaurant, an exclusive reception gathered key movers and 
shakers in business, politics, and media to meet members of  the new team that have 
taken office following the elections, to catch up with business decision makers, and 
to discuss Ukraine’s opportunities and upcoming elections.
Likewise, WELDI brought together women leaders on 31 May to Mur-Mur restau-
rant for a productive discussion on the perception of  woman in business as well as 
the gender gap problem in their business breakfast Knowing Your Value.
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A POPE TO BE PROUD OF 
It was a grand day for Kyiv at the National Opera Theatre on 
18 May, in celebration of  Europe Day at a gala concert Gala Europa 
– A Tribute to Pope Francis. Organised in collaboration with the 
Ministry of  Culture, the embassies of  Italy and Romania, and the 
Italian Culture Institute of  Ukraine, famous artists were in attend-
ance, as was the Apostolic Nuncio to Ukraine – Archbishop Claudio 
Gugerotti. Honour was paid to the Pope who has been an integral 
part in the collection of  more than 16 million EUR to be used in aid 
to those suffering the continued attacks in eastern Ukraine. 

ARE WE?
You’ve only got a few more days 
to take in this exhibition by Ameri-
can-Ukrainian artist Ola Rondiak at 
Ra Gallery. Entitled All the Same?, 
with this collection Rondiak takes her 
revolution-inspired collages to the next 
level with the use of  straight-jacketed 
space mannequins, papier-mâché 
motanky, and poster style paintings. 
The opening on 24 May saw Kyiv’s 
best of  the best turn up to this little 
gallery in support. You have until 20 
June to take it in.

What’s In Focus
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NOT A FRENCH EVENT 
On 24 May a crowd of  thirsty residents could be seen 
drinking on the street, a clear indication summer is 
finally here! The event, organised by The Big Meet, 
was hosted at It’s Not the Louvre gallery bar where 
guests enjoyed some of  Kyiv’s most creative cocktails 
and a little conversation. Another great event is to be 
had later this month – stay tuned.



Sector H
Kyiv Paris (Sichovykh Striltsiv 10)
Like A Local Wine Bar (Sichovykh Striltsiv 26)
Reni (Sichovykh Striltsiv 60)

Sector J
Alphavito (Predslavynska 35d)
Lounge bar Mantry (V Vasylkivska 5 )
Lucky Pub (V Vasylkivska 13)
Under Wonder (V Vasylkivska 21 )
Tolstoy (V Vasylkivska 19)
Bierstube (V Vasylkivska 20 )
Mama Manana (V Vasylkivska 44)
Alfaro (V Vasylkivska 49)
Druzi Cafe (V Vasylkivska 49а)
Rooster Grill Bar (V Vasylkivska 68)
Manu (V Vasylkivska 94)
Amster Damster (V Vasylkivska 111/113)
17.804 (V Vasylkivska 82)

Sector K
Shlyapa (Antonovycha 14)
Perfe (Antonovycha 14а)
Holiday Inn hotel (Antonovycha 79 )
Normal (Antonovycha 81 )
Kyiv President (Hospitalna 12)
Rus (Hospitalna 4)
Belle Vue Belgian Beer Cafe (Saksahanskogo 7)
Yabloko (Saksaganskoho 39/41)
Dos Amigos (Saksaganskoho 51/87)
Sam’s Steak House (Zhylyanska 37)
Steak House Goodman (Zhylyanska 75)

Sector L
Guramma (Dniprovskiy Descent 1)
Park Cafe (Mazepy 11а)
Shooters (Moskovska 22)
Veranda na Dnipri (Naberezhne shose 11a)

Sector M
Frat Social Club (Evgena Konovaltsya 36d)
La Casa Del Habano (Klovskiy Descent 13)
Almondo Night Party Bar (Lesi Ukrainky 
bulv. 34)
Amber (Lesi Ukrainky bulvar 30а)
Kazbek (Lesi Ukrainky bulvar 30а)
Napule (Mechnykova 9)
O' cafe (Mechnykova 9)
Si (Mechnykova 9)
Gorchitsa (Pylypa Orlyka 6)
 
Sector N
LKafa (Chokolivskiy bulvar 11)
Cosmopolite hotel (Vadyma Getmana 6)
IQ Hotel (Vadyma Getmana 6)

Sector E
Outpub (Dmytrivska 18/24)
Belmondo (Hogolivska 17)
Varva (Saksaganskoho 108/16)
Caribbean Club (Symona Petlyury 4)
La Vaca Tapas (Symona Petlyury 6)
Ibis (Polzunova 6)

Sector F
O’Brien’s Irish Pub (Myhailivska 17)
Hyatt (Tarasovoyi 5)
Pauz Cafe (Sofiivska 5)
Whisky Corner (Sofiivska 16/16)
Knyazhyi Grad (V Zhytomyrska 2)
InterContinental (V Zhytomyrska 2а)

Sector G
Druzi Café (Andriivskiy Descent 2d)
Kanapa (Andriivskiy Descent 19а)
Kanapka Bar (Andriivskiy Descent 30а)
De Pari (Andriivskiy Descent 34v)
Radisson Blu (Bratska 17/19 )
Piano Café (Kontraktova Ploshcha 4)
Freedom Club Event Hall (Kyrylivska 134)
Lumberjack barbershop (Nyzhniy Val 15)
Bar Dom (Sagaidachnoho 10/5а)
Riviera (Sagaidachnoho 15)
Impresa (Sagaidachnoho 21)
Tike (Sagaidachnoho 31)
Tarantino Grill & Wine Bar  
(Sagaidachnoho 35)

Fairmont (Naberezhno Hreshchatytska 1а)
Savazh Closer cafe (Nyzhnioyurkivska 31)
Barcode (Nyzhniy Val 17)
Call Me Cacao (Nyzhniy Val 35)
To be (Verhniy Val 2а)
Habana (Verhniy Val 24)
Lubchik (Vozdvyzhenska 10b)
Ohota Na Ovets (Vozdvyzhenska 10b)
RybaLove (Vozdvyzhenska 21-23)
Vozdnyzhensky (Vozdvyzhenska 60)
Deficit (Yaroslaviv Val 9)
Radisson (Yaroslaviv Val 24)
Paul (Yaroslaviv Val 26)
Golden Gate (Yaroslaviv Val 33v)
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Sector A
Smorrebrod (Horodetskogo 4)
Vatra (Horodetskogo 4b)
Fellini (Horodetskogo 5)
Chaikof (Horodetskogo 8/4)
Public Cafe (Khreshchatyk 1/2)
Dnipro (Khreshchatyk 1/2)
Chiken Kyiv (Khreshchatyk 15)
Mocco (Khreshchatyk 15)
Dom Kofe Passage (Khreshchatyk 15)
La Forchetta (Khreshchatyk 16)
Bochka (Khreshchatyk 19а)
Moon Lounge Bar (Khreshchatyk 24)
Shato (Khreshchatyk 24a)
Hangover (Hrushevskogo 3)
Pache (Kostyolna 3)
Tres Francais (Kostyolna 3)
Druzi Cafe (Prorizna 3/5)
Baraban (Prorizna 4а)
Sunduk Pub (Prorizna 22)
Senator Maidan (Shevchenka ave 8v)

Sector B
Biancoro (Baseina 4)
Porto Franco (Baseina 4 )
Traktyr na Baseyniy (Baseina 2)
Beer House (Baseina 2а)
Bar Sklad (Besarabska Ploshcha 2)
Aloft (Esplanadna 17)
Babai Bar (Pushkinska 2)
Gastro Bar #7 (Pushkinska 9а)
Ko & Ko bar (Pushkinska 11)
ProRock (Pushkinska 32)
Antwerpen (Pushkinska 38)
Podshoffe Brasserie (Pushkinska 45/2)
Terracotta (Shevchenka bulv. 57/29)
Premiere Palace (Shevchenka bulv. 57/29)
Hinkalli (Shota Rustaveli 4)
Beef (Shota Rustaveli 11)
Alchemist Bar (Shota Rustaveli 12)
De Bosch (Shota Rustaveli 12)
Maral bar (Shota Rustaveli 15а)
Cafe L’ etage (Shota Rustaveli 16)

Sector C
Ikra (Honchara 67)
Naturlikh (Hmelnytskoho 3)
Ink (Hmelnytskoho 17/52 )
7 pyatnyc’ (Hmelnytskoho 29/2)
Opera (Hmelnytskoho 53 )
City Hotel (Hmelnytskoho 56)
Pantagruel (Lysenka 1)
Spotykach (Volodymyrska 16)
Fish market (Volodymyrska 24a)
Lemonade (Volodymyrska 29)
Le Cosmopolite (Volodymyrska 47)
Barkas (Volodymyrska 49а)
Golden Gate (Zolotovoritska 15)

Sector D
Hedonist bar & kitchen (Antonovycha 4)
Ibis (Shevchenka bulv. 25)
Hilton (Shevchenka bulv. 30)
Chachapuri (Shevchenka bulv. 36а)
Sunduk Pub (Leontovycha 3)
Like A Local Wine Bar (Lva Tolstoho 5)
Dusha Espresso Bar (Lva Tolstoho 39)
Velur (Lva Tolstoho 41)

Where to find What’s On
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