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From the Editor

I am ever amazed at the tentacles of  music. It matters not what 
project my head is in, how furrowed my brow, or how deeply con-
centrated my energies. There are songs that have the ability to yank 
me forcefully from one scene only to be plonked down firmly to a 
time and place so far removed from where I might be at the time. 
This happens often. Lately most especially.
Maybe it’s because I am a dancer – music is so much a part of  
our lives in the studio and on the stage, it is impossible to escape. 
Maybe it’s because music is so ubiquitous – it is everywhere, in any 
store you happen to walk into, squeaking noisily through rackety 
old speakers along main street, or pumping through our mobiles 
in place of  nearly obsolete ring tones. Or maybe it’s because music 
is one of  those amazing devices which does more than just please 
one of  our neural systems but stimulates many parts of  the brain 
all at once. 
Connected to perception, movement, memory, emotion, and so 
much more besides, music has abilities far beyond that which we 
are conscious of. It affects our mood, it improves creativity, and 
it has the ability to unite. To really understand this firsthand, just 
grab a ticket to an Okean Elzy gig at Olympic Stadium on Inde-
pendence Day – nowhere else in the country will you find 80 000 
people singing the same song in complete unison.
While Kyiv will continue to have its ups and downs – as a fledgling 
capital in a country at war this is only natural, the fact is that this 
city is so rich in the musical options available. Live music scenes 
abound at pubs and clubs around town. Bel Etage (Shota Rustaveli 
16a) is always a good one, as is Caribbean Club (Symona Petly-
ury 4). If  you’re looking for a little electro action, Closer (Nyzh-
noiurkivska 31) is the place. The Bar (Arena City, V, Vasylkivska 
5) is the place to be to dance ‘til dawn, and then some. Of  course, 
Ukraine’s Philharmonic (Volodymyrsky Uzviz 2) is the place to take 
in the classics, but not only! If  you’re up to a drive south to Odesa, 
the Black Sea Music Fest (pg 19) promises an exquisite month of  
music by the water. 
Though my physical presence remains outside of  Ukraine for a few 
more weeks yet, all I need to do is turn on the tunes once listened 
to in the Virsky studio, mooching along Khreschatyk, or at concert 
by local favourites and I am quickly transported back to my beloved 
Kyiv. It doesn’t take much to connect to a memory – and music 
does that rather harmoniously. 

“There are songs that 
have the ability to yank me 
forcefully from one scene 
only to be plonked down 
firmly to a time and place so 
far removed from where I 
might be at the time”

Editor-in-Chief 
Lana Nicole Niland
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What’s New

It was a remarkable display from a newly minted 
Ukrainian president. Clearly exhausted, Volodymyr 
Zelenskyy was on hand on Saturday 7 September to 
welcome back 70 prisoners in total in an exchange 
with Russia. The former showman was a lesson in dig-
nity, who didn’t make himself  the centre of  attention.
After five years of  conflict stoked by Russia in eastern 
Ukraine, the two estranged neighbours swapped doz-
ens of  prisoners in a long-anticipated exchange that 
Zelenskyy hailed (maybe optimistically) as “the first 
step to end the war”.
Welcoming 35 freed Ukrainians in Kyiv, Zelenskyy 
said he had spoken by phone with Russia’s president 
and reached an agreement “on the first stage to un-
block our dialogue and on the first step to stop the 
war”. Untested and inexperienced politically, it re-
mains to be seen if  he can actually face off with Putin. 
However so far so good. Angela Merkel of  Germany 
welcomed the exchange as “hopeful”.
President Donald Trump, who would probably strug-
gle to find Ukraine on a map, said via his favourite 
medium, Twitter, the exchange was “very good news, 
perhaps a first giant step to peace”. 
However, the problem of  Putin and his autocratic grip 
on Russia remains.
Regardless, those exchanged on Saturday had little 
to do with the fighting and were more hostages than 
criminal. They included the Ukrainian filmmaker 
Oleg Sentsov and the 24 sailors detained late last year 
from the Azov Sea near Crimea.
The prisoners released by Ukraine, however, include 
Volodymyr Tsemakh, a Russian soldier suspected of  
taking part in the shooting down of  flight MH17 in 
July 2014, killing all 298 passengers and crew.
If  Zelenskyy can keep displaying this kind of  mettle, 
maybe there is a way out of  this for Ukraine. We can 
only watch, wait, and hope. 

Kyiv to Host World 
Junior Hockey Finals
Some of  the top junior ice hockey players in 
the world will be in Kyiv this winter when 
the city hosts the IIHF World Junior Hock-
ey Championship – Division 1B from 10-17 
December. The city will welcome teams from 
Estonia, France, Hungary, Italy, Poland, and 
Ukraine after fending off an Italian bid. 
Kyiv has become the hockey hotbed after 
hosting the Division 1A worlds in 2017, the 
Under-18 Division 1A worlds in 2018, and 
the Division 1B worlds in 2011. Ukraine re-
mains in the third tier of  junior hockey after 
finishing fourth at last year’s event. All games 
will be held at the Palats Sportu. 

A President in Trouble?
The nice thing about being a president who 
doesn’t happen to be an oligarch is that you 
are much freer from criminal court charges 
than your predecessors who happen to check 
both boxes. In this case, former resident Petro 
Poroshenko. No further information has been 
released, other than the public entry in the 
Unified Register of  Pretrial Investigations due 
to pre-trial privacy. However, if  tycoon Ihor 
Kolomoisky has anything to say (and often he 
does to the current president, with whom he 
has long-standing business ties), then this will 
only be the beginning of  the court dates and 
proceedings for the chocolate king.

Kyiv is Awesome!
It’s exciting times for Kyiv, and not just 
because it looks like a new mayor will be 
taking the city’s reins (Kyiv Mayor Vitaliy 
Klitschko was fired on 4 September due to 
his alleged connections to notorious devel-
oper Vadym Stolar), but because our city is 
awesome! Not only is this the sentiment of  
local residents, but it seems to resonate also 
with visitors who have been coming to the 
Ukrainian capital in droves this year. 
Kyiv is becoming more and more a destina-
tion for international travel, with nearly 900 
000 visitors in the first six months of  2019 
alone, according to the Kyiv City Admin-
istration Tourism and Promotions Office. 
Meanwhile, flights to Kyiv skyrocketed, 
1 537% this year alone! 

Prisoner Exchange Big News
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Shevchenko Gets Star 
on Kyiv’s Walk  
of  Fame
Andriy Shevchenko, the manager of  
Ukraine’s national football team and 
former star of  Dynamo Kyiv, was recog-
nised with a star on Kyiv’s-own “Walk 
of  Fame” last month alongside hockey 
legend Dmitri Khristich and two-time 
world champion rhythmic gymnast Iri-
na Deriugina. One of  Ukraine’s most 
famous personalities – both in Ukraine 
and around the world – Shevchenko was 
named FIFA’s World Player of  the Year 
in 2004 while playing with Italy’s AC 
Milan. He memorably netted two goals 
at home in Ukraine’s first EURO 2012 
game to help the team to a 2-1 victory 
over Sweden.
Kyiv’s ‘Star Square’ is located in the cen-
tre near the Gulliver Mall and honours 
Ukraine’s most prominent stars in music, 
movies, and sport. 

Good News Regarding 
that Darn Pipeline
A new ruling at the European Court on 
10 September curbs Gazprom’s Nord 
Stream pipeline access, connecting Rus-
sia to Germany. It’s an interesting rul-
ing, considering it annuls a European 
Commission (EC) decision back in 2016, 
which states that the EC had not assessed 
the impact on Poland’s gas-supply securi-
ty, and therefore breached the EU’s “en-
ergy solidarity principle”.
No one in Ukraine will be upset by the 
decision either, as the decision reduces 
the chance of  a gas crisis here on home 
soil. It may even offer leverage in future 

The Administration of  Donald Trump has, 
it’s fair to say, made a mistake or two. One of  
the things that has been turned on its head 
in the last few years is the concept of  allies, 
friends, and partners vs adversaries. 
To be clear, Russia (and special counsel Rob-
ert Mueller described Russia’s interference 
in the 2016 US election as “sweeping and 
systemic”) is an adversary. Ukraine, engaged 
in a war with Russia in the Donbas, is an 
ally. Ukraine is not just an ally because of  
the sometimes flawed principle that the en-
emy of  my enemy is my friend. Ukraine is 
an ally because Ukraine is at the forefront of  
cementing the very concept of  democracy 
in the post-Soviet space. Indeed, Ukraine is 
pretty unique in this regard. 
The fact is, the other countries in the re-
gion lag behind in terms of  democracy 
building and anti-corruption reforms. 
These are the kinds of  things that have 
long been at the cornerstone of  US devel-
opment goals overseas, regardless of  which 
party held the White House or any major-
ities in Congress. 
What Ukraine is doing now, sometimes 
successfully and sometimes too slowly, is 
working through a series of  problems that 

are generic for the region. The lessons being 
learned in Ukraine will serve as templates 
for change in other countries too (and even 
our mistakes will be learning exercises). 
However, Ukraine is being put in a difficult 
spot, at a delicate time in its development, 
by being asked to get involved in partisan 
machinations that are nothing to do with us. 
The issue at hand is the request, delivered 
via Rudy Giuliani, the president’s personal 
attorney, to investigate allegations of  cor-
ruption linked to Democratic presidential 
candidate and former Vice President, Joe 
Biden. The basis for this request is an as-
sumption that there were likely some kind 
of  corrupt shenanigans in the relationship 
Biden’s son once had with a Ukrainian com-
pany called Burisma. The second stage of  
assumption is that Biden, as the point per-
son on Ukraine during the Obama years, 
must have somehow or other pulled strings 
to land his son the role. There is, as far as we 
are aware, zero basis for either of  the two 
assumptions. 
The pressure being put on Ukraine includes 
a review of  US support for Ukraine in vital 
areas, such as supplies of  defensive weapons 
or the possible suspension of  other aid pro-

grammes, which have been placed on hold 
pending review to look into whether they 
serve the interests of  the American people. 
Allegedly. What’s really happening is plain 
to see, and Giuliani himself  has confirmed 
what’s happening by saying the quiet part 
out loud. When he was recently asked if  this 
pressure on Ukraine was asking a foreign 
country to get involved in US domestic mat-
ters he replied, “so what?”. 
We will tell you “so what”, Giuliani. Ukraine 
is an ally, an important one. Ukraine is fight-
ing an unprovoked war against a foreign 
invading and occupying power, while trying 
to reform internally and bring about, by 
leading by example, wider regional change. 
These are the reasons Ukraine deserves the 
support of  the US and other democratic 
countries. This is why Ukraine, right now, is 
important, as an ally of  the US. 
Ukraine is not a political football. Ukraine 
should not be pressured or manipulated into 
partisan issues in the US. Looking, in isola-
tion and on the merits of  what the situation 
is here, Ukraine warrants not only the sup-
port of  but also the respect of  all freedom 
loving nations who stand for improving dem-
ocratic standards.

Ukraine. Not a Political Football

talks with Russia, which Ukraine, still 
under attack from its eastern neighbour, 
badly needs. 
Emboldened by the ruling, Naftogaz’s ex-
ecutive director, Yuriy Vitrenko, appeared 
on social media, saying, “I hope all this is 
a sign of  gradual change in Europe’s atti-
tude to Gazprom and Russia’s use of  gas 
as an instrument of  political influence.” 
And actually, we couldn’t agree more. 
For reference, Russian gas is vital to a num-
ber of  European countries, with 14 receiv-
ing more than 50% of  their needs through 
Soviet-era pipelines. However, as this rul-
ing reduces Gazprom’s Nord Stream flows 
by 12.4 billion cubic meters a year, it’s un-
likely the bear will take it lying down.
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Yana Andyol

Hip Hop Hooray, Hey, Ho
Ladies Taking Over the Mic

ALTHOUGH IT’S EASY 
TO SEE THE HIP-
HOP INDUSTRY AS 
A BOYS’ CLUB, IT’S 
WOMEN WHO SEEM TO 
UNAPOLOGETICALLY 
REDEFINE THE GENRE. 
STANZAS ABOUT 
VIOLENCE, STREET 
FIGHTING, AND MONEY 
ARE REPLACED BY 
VARIATIONS IN STYLE, 
FLOW AND LYRICS 
WITH AN INDEPENDENT 
VOICE AND A DESIRE 
BY WOMEN TO REMAIN 
CONSISTENTLY TRUE TO 
THEMSELVES

ALINA PASH 
Rebel, storyteller, wit – Alina Pash entered 
the world of  music with rebellious hip-hop 
unifying Carpathian ethnic motifs, indie, 
and a vibe reminiscent of  electro. What 
makes Pash stand out from the pack is her 
combination of  sarcastic lines, an abundance 
of  social messages, and Carpathian regional 
dialect. Whether she’s challenging women’s 
social inferiority in Bosorkanya or poking fun 
at Ukrainian media and political reality, Pash 
does it all with supreme skill. In 2018, she 
won her first YUNA award, after her single 
Bitanga was nominated as the best piece rep-
resenting the hip-hop genre. 
Her recent conceptual album Pintea reveals 
her Carpathian heritage combined with an 
idiosyncratic ode to Kyiv urban vibes. The 
track Pintea:Hory is a mix of  ethno and elec-
tro, hip-hop and tribal bites, and takes you 
into the world of  mystic Carpathian folklore. 
Pintea:Misto, by contrast, opens up Kyiv’s 
multinational culture. Hip-hop in French 
and Ukrainian, Georgian trip-hop, and Eng-
lish neo-soul reflect a whirlwind of  the con-
tinuous rush and dynamism of  the capital. 
We had the chance to hear Pash at Atlas 
Weekend and BRAVE! Factory Festival this 
summer, her autumn gig promises more. 
Stay tuned!

ALYONA ALYONA 
You know her, you love her: it’s Alyona Aly-
ona. A former kindergarten teacher, this 
Ukrainian woman reaching the forefront of  
hip-hop is hard to ignore. 
Alyona Savranenko has long since attract-
ed fans from Germany, the US and Russia, 
and while most internationally-recognised 
female MCs take on hypersexualised tropes, 
Savranenko’s image stands out. From a 
bathing-suit in Rybky to an Adidas shirt and 
sneakers in Holovy, nothing Savranenko says 
or does follows show business standards. 
Instead, she manages to maintain the im-
age of  a regular girl who faces the same life 
challenges as each of  us. You won’t hear an-
ything about money or drugs in her singles 
– “I speak about myself  and about people 
who I know, who are next to me, normal 
Ukrainians and young people,” she says. 
We all leave home someday, miss our par-
ents, struggle with aggressive media por-
trayals, and search for our true ‘self ’.” 
Unaware of  Savraneko’s music? Her first 
and most recent album Pushka is a great 
way to get acquainted with her style. And if  
you weren’t at her solo concert at the Green 
Theatre this summer, she’s got two gigs an-
nounced in the Czech Republic:
September 26 – Brno, Freda Club
September 28 – Cafe V Lese

FO SHO 
‘Based on a true story’ might become the 
official style of  this Afro-Ukrainian hip-
hop trio. The debut video to the song 
XTRA delivers a social message by show-
casing Betti, Miriam and Ciona’s harsh 
approach to music. A dentist, a student, 
and a high-school graduate respectively, 
the three raise the issue of  social misfits, 
highlighting the power of  social content. 
The group is set to play their first gig this 
autumn in Kyiv, to coincide with the re-
alease of  their first album. 

DOBRA 
Anastasia Shevchuk, a freshman from 
Chernivtsi, is just at the very beginning 
of  her music career. Calm, tender narra-
tives follow street-style motifs, combining 
hip-hop, indie, and electro. The first al-
bum Dobratysia tells her story: Shevchuk is 
a narrator of  the mood she is feeling at 
a particular time, incorporating the asso-
ciated emotions and about life challenges 
we have all experienced. 
If  you’re into meaningful lyrics, check out 
the album Dobratysia on Soundcloud. 

OLIVE TAUD 
Also known as the Old School Ninja, Olive 
Taud is a hip-hop artist from Dnipro. Al-
though little information is available about 
her, her musical style is a mixture of  acoustic 
drum and familiar old-school rap motifs. Her 
favourite motifs consist of  Rem Digga, Das 
EFX and Mack D.L.E., and it’s no wonder 
her first album Ostanniy Dynozavr was a CD 
release. 
Recently, Taud presented her debut single un-
der her new moniker: a track entitled Krash-
cha, with a feminist message. Her individuality 
transcends her music: completely independ-
ent, Taud encourages people to follow their 
passion, not stereotypical media messages. 
Although the MC hasn’t announced any con-
certs yet for the new season, expect a valuable 
contribution to Ukrainian hip-hop from her. 



Variety Show “ROYAL” (Grand Piano) is an exquisite, revealing performance 
for adults. Strictly 21+!
So much more than a dinner show, ROYAL is a new cultural trend in Kyiv.
Spectators have never before been presented the Kyiv version of an iconic Parisian 
cabaret. And it is all about to change now!
Chic - Style - Colorful costumes - Extraordinary Decor - Lusty Production.
ROYAL is a show like no other, and the one you will come back to enjoy again and again.

 
Caribbean Club

Symona Petliury 4, Kyiv
www.caribbean.com.ua 



Illya Ovchar
START YOUNG
I come from a family obsessed with edu-
cation – my father is currently in the mid-
dle of  his fifth degree and my mother has 
just finished her third – so it should come 
as no surprise that my tuition was taken 
very seriously. I didn’t go to a kindergar-
ten like the rest of  the kids my age. In-
stead, I spent three hours a day in a day-
care centre where they spoke a language 
I barely understood at the time (and the 
one I am writing in now): English. 
I was as young as four when I first set foot 
in an English-speaking community and 
god, it was scary. For the first six months I 
wouldn’t let my grandma leave the room 
I was in. Perhaps some readers can relate. 
However, sooner or later, I started enjoy-
ing my American kindergarten and I’m 
certain my English would be miles worse 
had I not attended. Of  course, there are 
a number of  Ukrainians who speak bet-
ter English than I do – I’m no professor. 
But the thing I’m most definitely sure 
about is that the ‘native’ accent comes 
only when languages are learned in 
childhood. According to scientific stud-
ies, the voice box is much more flexible 
in terms of  learning new sounds in child-
hood. This backfired on me later when I 
started at Ukrainian school. 

BACK AND FORTH
To make sure I got a decent pre-school 
education, my parents sent me to a 
wonderful tutor. To this day, I clearly re-

Adventures in 
Education

IT’S AN EARLY SEPTEMBER 
MORNING, AND WHILE NEAR 

MY OLD SCHOOL I HEAR 
THE FAMILIAR SOUND OF 

A SCHOOL BELL. THIS BELL 
MAKES ME THINK ABOUT 

THE PATH I HAVE TAKEN 
WITH MY SCHOOLING

member her telling me I spoke with an 
American accent when talking to her in 
Ukrainian. 
First grade, however, was spent in a 
Ukrainian school, and looking back, I am 
positive this was the best place for me at 
that time. In fact, it was the only place 
– I had no choice. It was good in terms 
of  providing an elementary education: I 
learned about my country, its language 
and literature, and achieved a very good 
level in maths. But trouble came creeping 
when I least expected it – soon 12-year-
old Illya was moving to Hungary to go to 
a British school. Remember how I said 
that the voice box thing backfired? Well, 
I’d lost my American accent and gained 
one that was distinctly Slavic, and with 
that, a lot of  vocab had gone flying out of  
the window as well. 

THE VALUE (AND COST) 
OF STUDYING ABROAD
To my surprise, I quite enjoyed Brit-
ish school, and found some aspects of  it 
rather useful: maths and English classes 
grouped by ability in years 7-9; the op-
tion of  choosing your own subjects in 
years 10-11; and taking the International 
Baccalaureate (IB) in years 12-13. The 
IB programme really does open a lot of  
doors when applying to university. Most 
UK and European universities accept 
it as it’s a unified system that does not 
require students to sit for university en-
trance exams (except for Oxbridge). 
If  I hadn’t moved to Hungary, I would 
have had the option of  going to college 
after ninth grade. Alternatively, I could 
have stayed for tenth and eleventh grades, 
then gone to a Ukrainian or eastern Euro-
pean university. Ukrainian state exams are 
currently accepted in Ukraine and some 
foreign universities (usually in Poland, the 
Czech Republic, and Bulgaria), although a 
language proficiency test is required to get 
into western European universities. 
Another thing I learned at international 
school was to embrace diversity. My Eng-
lish also improved – but it came at the 
cost of  my ending up with not-so-great 
Ukrainian, and not learning as much 
about my culture as I would have liked. 
Speaking of  cost, education can be very 
expensive, as much as a good car in some 
cases, is it worth it? Yes. 

Not only long and winding, my education 
in Ukraine and abroad has also been full 
of  potholes and unexpected turns – in 
other words, not the most pleasant ride, 
but certainly an interesting one. With 
kids everywhere heading back to school 
this month, What’s On takes a look at the 
positives and negatives of  an international 
education.

10  What’s On    Issue 24   15 August - 15 September 2019



11



12  What’s On    Issue 25   15 September - 15 October 2019

Marianne Haryazha 
and Tassy Klim

“We have started a new tradition of  
themed conventions in Ukraine…where 
limitless entertainment and the warmth 
of  communication with thousands of  
like-minded people await” say the organ-
isers. But that’s not the only thing you’ll 
find at Comic Con Ukraine 2019.

STAR POWER
For those in the know, a unique opportu-
nity to meet and greet your favorite ac-
tors, artists and game developers is part 
of  the program. Who are the star guests 
this year? Christopher Lloyd, aka Doc 
from Back to the Future and Uncle Fester in 
The Addams Family, is heading to the con-
vention. During the two-day event, Lloyd 
will be joined by Danny Trejo, who you 
will know from Spy Kids playing Machete 
and the roles of  villains and bad guys in 
more than 500 films. In addition, die-
hard fans of  the phenomenon pop culture 
videogame DOOM will get to meet the 
creator – John Romero. Kyiv won’t be the 
same after these confirmed appearances. 

COSPLAY 
It would not be a modern pop culture 
convention without a cosplay competi-
tion. Hundreds of  enthusiastic crafters 
will be dressed up as their favourite char-
acters to compete for the impressive cash 
prize or a chance to win a trip to Japan 
and participation in the World Cosplay 
Summit.
With cosplayers wandering around the 
venue throughout the event, for those 
who have always dreamt of  taking a pho-
to with Lord Voldemort, Maleficent, or 
The Queen of  Hearts from Alice in Won-
derland – get ready, your dream is about to 
come true.
Dog Cosplay will also take place at Com-
ic Con Ukraine this year. German Shep-
herds dressed up as a four-legged Bat-
man. What could be cuter? 
Additionally, a dance-off is scheduled 
too. With the Cover Dance competition, 
crews will take on the choreography of  
their favourite bands (K-Pop and non-K-
Pop songs), ensuring lots of  fun.

The Comic Book 
Convention to 
Stop them All

GET YOUR INVISIBILITY CLOAKS 
AND WANDS, SUPERMAN AND 
WONDER WOMAN COSTUMES 

READY – COMIC CON UKRAINE 
IS BACK. THE SECOND 

INSTALLMENT OF THE POP 
CULTURE CONVENTION AND 
THE BIGGEST YET IS SET TO 

HAPPEN ON 21-22 SEPTEMBER

The prize in the Cosplay 
and Cover Dance 

competition is the biggest 
in Ukraine –  

100 000 UAH

Comic Con Ukraine
 21 – 22 September
 Art-zavod Platforma (Bilomorska 1)
 350 – 900 UAH
 comicconukraine

PHOTOZONES AND EXHIBITIONS
Is Comic Con Ukraine Instagram-friend-
ly? 100% is our answer. Make sure you 
have enough free space on your smart-
phone before leaving home, as the num-
ber of  curated photozones and pop-up 
stands from film distribution companies 
and game developers are countless.
But that’s not all. Project X1 will pres-
ent a T-65-X-Wing Starfighter from Star 
Wars. Twelve metres long and 2.3 tonnes 
in weight, just imagine how impressive it 
is in reality. Not to mention 501st Legion 
– an all-volunteer group of  Star Wars cos-
players who will be promoting their love 
of  the SW universe in the hopes of  rais-
ing money for homeless animals. 

ARTIST PRESENTATION AND THE 
GEEK MARKET 
Comic Con Ukraine will host the biggest 
geek market in the country. The number 
and variety of  pop-ups to shop at will 
impress even hardcore shopaholics. You 
will be able to buy all manner of  custom 
goods, branded merchandise, toys and 
books, along with anything pop culture- 
related.
There will also be panel discussions with 
French artist Bruno Duhmel who is the 
creative mind behind the graphic adap-
tation of  Honore de Balzac’s novel Father 
Goriot and Colombian illustrator JagoD-
ibuja, who created popular webcomic se-
ries Living with Hipstergirl and Gamegirl.

MUSIC STAGE
Once you have tried and enjoyed all 
above activities, check out the music 
stage. Featuring bands Magic Sword (they 
created the title track for Thor: Ragnorok as 
well as the trailer and the score for vid-
eogame Hotline Miami 2: Wrong Number), 
as well as TimeCop1983, Orionix, Violet 
Raymoor, and more!
Comic Con Ukraine has a diverse range 
of  activities to keep people of  all ages and 
interests entertained, making this year’s 
convention special for every visitor. 



WWW.SAYNOMO.COM.UA

LOOK NO FURTHER…
OPENING OCTOBER 2019

That place, that wonderful place where 
manicures take less than an hour while you 
sip your Cosmopolitan and come out looking 
like a queen with nails so beauti ful you’d 
never guess our products were cruelty-free

Social
Nail
Bar
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VOICES FROM ACROSS THE OCEAN
 22 August – 22 October
 Holodomor Genocide Museum (Lavrska 3)

Voices from Across the Ocean is a pho-
tography exhibition that encompasses 
stories and memoirs from the 1932 – 1933 
Holodomor, drawing on the personal 
experience of  21 people. After the 1930s, 
many eyewitnesses emigrated to Australia, 
where they were sought out by the project’s 
curators, Ukrainian-born Australians, to 
preserve the memory of  one of  humanity’s 
worst genocides. Every unique story is laid 
out in the form of  a letter. These are stories 
that will touch hearts.

 30 UAH
 memorialholodomor.org.ua

New York – Ilovaisk:  
The Choice to Be Ukrainian 

 18 August – 20 October
 Museum of  the Ukrainian Diaspora  

(Moskovska 40b)
 50 UAH
 MuseumUkrainianDiaspora

THE CITY OF PROFESSIONS
 5 October at 12.00
 Taras Shevchenko Park

City of  Professions is a project that 
will give your kids a chance to imagine 
themselves as grown-ups. After every 
child has received a passport and visit-
ed a short master class, they’ll get the 
opportunity to apply for a job and find 
out more about the profession. At the 
same time, parents will be able to chat 
to representatives of  the companies 
taking part in the project. Science and 
technology-related professions are the 
focus of  this event.

 Free
 misto.profesiy

BILDER ATLAS. YEVHENII MERMAN
 6 September – 5 November
 Tsekh Art Gallery (Kyrylivska 69)

This exhibition by Yevhenii Merman 
features large-scale paintings inspired by an 
illustrated geographical atlas, published in 
several editions in Germany. The peculiari-
ty of  this atlas is a detailed depiction of  the 
inhabitants of  countries from different parts 
of  the world. Merman’s oil paintings reflect 
the images that aroused his curiosity: people 
of  different races, cultures, and national-
ities, as well as local flora and fauna. The 
artist’s style is characterised by a vivid color 
scheme and expressive brushstrokes.

 Free
 tsekh.com.ua

Art & Family | 15 September — 15 October 2019

The Wizard of  Oz
 29 September at 12.00
 Lesya Ukrainka National Academic  

Theatre of  Russian Drama  
(B Khmelnytskoho 5)

 30 UAH 
 rusdram.com.ua

Laser Battles with Aliens
 29 September at 15.00
 Kosmopolit Mall (V Hetmana 6)
 180 UAH
 familyquest.com.ua

Space is Yours
 Every day at 10.00
 Gorodok Gallery Shopping Mall  

(S Bandery Pr 23)
 160 UAH
 gorodok.ua

HarbuzFest
 12 October at 10.00
 National Museum of  Folk  

Architecture and Life of  Ukraine  
(Akademika Tronka)

 Free
 pyrohiv.com

STEM Education Festival
 28 September at 12.00
 TBA
 Free
 ustemfestival

Songs from The Lion King 
featuring Gospel 

 19 September at 20.00
 Caribbean Club (Symona Petlyury 4)
 250 – 980 UAH
 caribbean.com.ua

Illusion Show
 21 September at 17.00
 Kinder Club (Hryhorenka 23)
 200 UAH
 kinderclub.in.ua

Mysteries of  Science with 
Professor Genius

 22 September at 11.00
 Freedom Hall (Kyrylivska 134)
 150 UAH
 freedomhall.kiev.ua

Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs
 22 September at 12.00
 KMAOBT for Children and Youth  

(Mezhyhіrska 2)
 50 – 250 UAH
 musictheatre.kiev.ua

Journey to the Magical Island
 22 September at 13.00
 New Ukrainian Theatre (Mykhailivska 24 J)
 150 UAH
 nut.kiev.ua

Petals on Canvases. Lubomyr 
Martyniuk 

 24 August – 27 September
 Lera Litvinova Gallery  

(Naberezhno-Rybalska 3, 9)
 Free
 llitvinova.com

Objectified. Yaroslav Solop
 5 September – 22 September
 Dymchuk Gallery (Yaroslavska 21)
 Free
 dymchuk.com

Painting. Borys Buriak
 5 September – 24 September
 Bilyy Svit (Pushkinska 21)
 Free
 whiteworld.net

Battle of  Memories: Myths and 
Realities of  the Soviet Era

 5 September – 5 October
 Taras Shevchenko National Museum 

(Shevchenko Blvd. 12)
 30 UAH
 museumshevchenko.org.ua

Silence
 6 September – 25 September
 Triptych: Global Arts Workshop  

(Andriivskiy Uzviz 34)
 Free
 t-gaw.com

Anatomical Atlas. Anastasiia 
Podervianska

 6 September – 6 October
 Voloshyn Gallery (Tereshchenkivska 13)
 Free
 voloshyngallery.art

The Corrosion of  Character 
(L’uomo flessibile)

 12 September – 10 November
 IZONE (Naberezhno-Luhova 8)
 Free
 izone.ua
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You are a wedding and family 
photographer. What prompted 
you to do this project?
I started shooting weddings more than 
10 years ago, and I still enjoy it. How-
ever, a few years ago, I began to travel 
with a volunteer fund to help children 
from problem families and orphanages. 
I saw a completely different side of  life. 
It prompted me to I sign up to classes 
at the DocDocDoc school of  modern 
documentary photography, which has 
turned my world upside-down.

How did you come up with the 
idea for the 7 Films project?
I had purchased seven random films 
one day at a flea market in Kharkiv. 
These films attracted me for various 
reasons – the oldest was dated 1937 
and was filmed in Pivdenne, which is 
very close to Kharkiv. Since I am madly 
in love with my city, I could not pass 
it up. Then there was the idea about 
how to present the photos from the 
films, about which I thought long and 
hard. They lacked text, of  course, but 
I couldn’t say what exactly. At some 
point, I had the idea to combine them 
with personal diaries.

How did you find the archival doc-
uments and diaries? What were 
the criteria used for selecting the 
diaries for a particular film?
I found the diaries on the prozhyto.
org website. At first, I tried to look for 
diaries from 1937 with the keywords 

Kharkiv or Pivdenne. Then I decided 
not to get attached to the place, and 
instead I just read and looked for in-
teresting stories. I read many diaries 
before finding this one. I took the notes 
that seemed suitable for the photos.

Which of  the films will be pre-
sented at this year’s festival? 
Whose diary have you picked  
for it?
The first film of  seven, 1937, will be pre-
sented at the festival. The title itself  speaks 
about those times, and in many ways, it 
was a difficult period. The story of  Nina 
Sergeevna Pokrovskaia touches on the 
subject of  repressions of  that time. You 
can find her entire diary on the Prozhyto 
website: prozhito.org/person/1533

Tell us about your other docu-
mentary project.
This is a book on another archive. It is 
my Everest, because it has turned out to 
be so big. At first, I did not know who the 
author was, but by comparing views from 
the window of  his apartment, I found the 
house in which he lived. This man is Bo-
ris Afanasevich Shchetinin. A complete-
ly ordinary Soviet citizen – a pilot who 
fought in the Second World War who was 
fond of  photography and engaged in the 
repair of  lenses. I was touched by the or-
dinariness of  his photos on the one hand, 
and his eccentric personality on the other. 
However, I don’t know much about him 
other than his name and date of  birth. 
His relatives do not want to talk about 
him yet, but I’m working on it.

How long did it take to prepare 
each project?
Working with archives takes lots of  time. 
I haven’t finished 7 Films yet and have 
only made it to 1953 (the fifth of  seven)  
I started it in 2018. I’ve been working on 
the Shchetinins’ archive for five years.

THE SECOND INTERNATIONAL 
KYIV PHOTO BOOK FESTIVAL 
IS SCHEDULED TO TAKE PLACE 
AT IZONE ON 15 SEPTEMBER. 
THE EVENT IS A MUST FOR 
PHOTOGRAPHY ADMIRERS AND 
FOR THOSE INTERESTED IN 
LOOKING AT LIFE THROUGH A 
DIFFERENT LENS

Natalya Kurtyak

1 Photo: 1 000 Words
At the focus of  Kyiv International Pho-
to Book Festival is a fair of  photo books 
from Ukrainian as well as foreign publish-
ing houses, art galleries, book distributors, 
and photographers themselves. In addi-
tion, an exhibition of  private collections 
of  photo books will be on display, there 
will be lectures covering photography, 
and open presentations of  photo book 
projects. This year’s festival is shaping 
up to be more international – American, 
British, French, Italian, Georgian, and 
Singaporean photographers are among 
the participants.
We had a conversation with a documen-
tary photographer from Kharkiv – Pavel 
Dorogoy. He created a book combining 
100-year-old archival photos with per-
sonal diaries, called 7 Films. He’s in the 
process of  creating another documentary 
book covering the life of  an ordinary So-
viet citizen.

2nd Kyiv International Festival 
of  Photo Books

 15 September
 Izone (Naberezhna-Luhova 8)
 20 UAH
 kyivphotobook

http://prozhito.org/person/1533
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Theatre | 15 September — 15 October 2019

The Office. Light the Desire
 2 October at 19:30
 Caribbean Club (Symona Petlyury 4)
 150 – 580 UAH
 carbbean.com.ua

The Earth
Adapted from the novel by  
Olha Kobylianska

 5 October at 18.00
 Ivan Franko National Academic Drama 

Theatre (Ivan Franko Pl 3)
 50 – 200 UAH
 ft.org.ua

Vivaldi and Piazzolla. The Four 
Seasons.
Kyiv Soloists National Chamber Ensemble

 5 October at 19.00 
 Lutheran Church of  St. Catherine  

(Liuteranska 22)
 200 – 350 UAH 
 SoloistsKyiv

Sing, Lola, Sing!
Musical 

 11 October at 19.00
 Kyiv Academic Theatre of  Drama and 

Comedy (Brovarskiy Pr 25)
 240 – 480 UAH
 drama-comedy.kiev.ua

DreamWorks
Ironic comedy about love and death

 12 October at 18.00
 Theatre on Podil (Andriivskiy Uzviz 20a)
 120 – 600 UAH
 theatreonpodol.com

August: Osage County 
Ironic Comedy 

 13 October at 19.00
 Kyiv Academic Young Theatre (Prorizna 17)
 80 – 500 UAH
 molodyytheatre.com

THE WIND IN THE POPLARS 
 15 October at 20.00
 Lesia Ukrainka National Academic 

Theatre (Khmelnytskoho 5)
This award-winning comedy by 
French writer Gerald Sibleyras tells the 
story of  three ageing First World War 
veterans with a lot in common – war 
and loneliness, but also hope, dreams 
and love for life. They also have a com-
mon goal – to reach, by any means, the 
‘treasured poplars’, even if  they’re a 
myth… This play will not only make 
you laugh, but will touch the deepest 
strings of  your heart.

 110 UAH
 rusdram.com.ua

Sasha, Take Out the Trash!
Drama

 17 September at 19.00
 Kyiv Academic Young Theatre  

(Prorizna 17)
 150 UAH
 molodyytheatre.com

Franz Schubert 
Kyiv Mozart Quartet

 17 September at 19.00
 House of  Actors (Yaroslaviv Val 7)
 300 – 400 UAH
 marcoconcert.com

Happiness
Drama

 19 September at 19.00 
 Kyiv Academic Young Theatre  

(Prorizna 17)
 200 UAH
 molodyytheatre.com

Dead Souls 
Comedy by Nikolai Gogol

 20 September at 19.00 
 Theatre on Podil (Andriivskiy Uzviz 20a)
 100 – 350 UAH
 theatreonpodol.com

Marriages are Made in Heaven
Romance

 21 September at 19.30
 Lesia Ukrainka National Academic  

Theatre (Khmelnytskoho 5)
 70 UAH
 rusdram.com.ua

Jazz, Rock, Pop. Orchestra Show at 
the Planetarium
Electric Sound Orchestra

 22 September at 19.30
 Kyiv Planetarium (V Vasylkivska 57/3) 
 250 – 450 UAH
 planet.org.ua

Fairmont Classic – Mozart & 
Schoenberg
Kyiv Mozart Orchestra

 22 September at 19.00 
 Fairmont Grand Hotel  

(Naberezhno-Khreshchatytska 1)
 500 – 1 000 UAH
 marcoconcert.com

Edith Piaf: La Vie en Rose
 26 September at 19.30
 Lesia Ukrainka National Academic Thea-

tre (Khmelnytskoho 5)
 80 UAH
 rusdram.com.ua

Richard III 
Shakespeare / Political Satire

 27 September at 19.00
 Golden Gate Theatre (Shovkovychna 7a)
 250 UAH
 zoloti-vorota.kiev.ua

Baroque under a Starry Sky 
Bach, Vivaldi, Handel, Pergolesi

 28 September at 19.30 
 Kyiv Planetarium (V Vasylkivska 57/3) 
 250 – 450 UAH
 planet.org.ua

The Dog’s Waltz 
Dark comedy 

 30 September at 19.00
 New Ukrainian Theatre Art Centre 

(Mykhailivska 24)
 250 UAH
 nut.kiev.ua

FAUNS, DWARFS AND MIRACLES
 17 September at 19.00
 Sound Recording House of  Ukrainian 

Radio (Leonida Pervomaiskoho 5v)
To open its autumn season, the Kyiv Sym-
phony Orchestra presents three master-
pieces by Claude Debussy, Levko Revutsky, 

and Modest Mussorgsky. Full of  delicate 
harmony, mystery, and impressionism, this 
programme promises to be a colourful cel-
ebration of  the life-giving influence of  my-
thology on art. 

 99 – 499 UAH
 KyivSO
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Swan Lake
 20 September at 19.00
 National Opera Theatre (Volodymyrska 50)
 From 200 UAH
 opera.com.ua

Lera Zdanevych

In 1986 the world came to a stop.
Chornobyl. Excess levels of  radiation were 
reported as far away as the US. Meanwhile, 
the Soviet authorities initially treated the situ-
ation lightly, not seeing a need to inform those 
living nearby, and encouraging people to at-
tend the May Day parades. The accident was 
first reported in the Soviet media three days 
after the fact, without mention of  the risks and 
consequences of  radiation. Even these mea-
gre admissions were made under pressure, 
after other countries demanded an explana-
tion for the increased background radiation. 
Chornobyl myths abound: have you heard 
the one about mutants in the exclusion zone, 
or the sharp increase in the rate of  child-
hood cancer? False information can be even 
more dangerous than weapons, especially in 
this era of  hybrid warfare. Media blackouts, 
fakes, and distorted facts are still very present 
in today’s media landscape, albeit in a slightly 
different form. 
In our information age, with malicious me-
dia influence coming from all sides, it is im-
perative that societies develop media literacy. 
This is the raison d’être of  the Artefact pro-
ject. This month, Kyiv River Port plays host 
to Artefact’s new exhibition, Chernobyl 33, 
featuring interactive installations that com-

bine technologies such as VR, holographic 
projections and parametric architecture.

WHY ART?
In the wake of  the recent HBO series, Chor-
nobyl hit the headlines again. The surge in 
popular interest was confirmed by Google 
search statistics, record numbers of  visitors 
to Kyiv’s Chornobyl Museum, and the 
sharp rise in prices for tours to the exclusion 
zone. It is a fine example of  the power of  
art: once again, people are thinking critically 
about the events of  1986. 
Art lets people feel the magnitude of  the 
topic; the next step is seeking to understand 
it. Chornobyl can teach us about the threat 
of  media manipulation, as well as the im-
portance of  discussing problems honestly 
and jointly looking for solutions. The disas-
ter left an indelible mark on the Ukrainian 
consciousness; it is now more important 
than ever to learn from it and do everything 
possible to avoid it happening again. Cher-
nobyl 33 hopes to provide the ‘cultural ther-
apy’ we so badly need.

Roman Mykyta

On Sunday 1 September, the National The-
atre of  Opera and Ballet officially opened 
its doors for its 152nd season. Four days lat-
er, the public was treated to a very special 
performance of  Swan Lake, heralding the re-
turn of  returning principal danseur, Oleksei 
Tyutyunnik. What’s On presents The WO 
Review – a new feature for a new season to 
keep you on your toes about what to expect 
at theatres around town.
This evening, the curtain opened on Swan 
Lake to the celebration of  Prince Siegfried’s 
coming of  age. Tyutyunnik made an impres-
sive entrance as the Prince, showing a refined 
technique that offers him complete control; 
yet, his strongest attribute is his engaging 
stage presence and expressiveness. Tyutyun-
nik, originally from Ukraine, trained at the 

Kyiv School of  Dance and began his career 
at the National Theatre. In 2013, he contin-
ued his career at the Mariinsky (formerly the 
Kirov) in Petersburg, Russia, but has returned 
this year to Kyiv and to his home theatre. 
Anastasia Shevchenko, prima ballerina of  
the theatre, danced the role of  Odette/Odile. 
As an artist who has refined her performance 
to perfection, this role appears so natural for 
her, with her long limbs mimicking the wing-
span of  a swan. It is exciting to see Shevchen-
ko and Tyutyunnik dance together in a new 
partnership: their chemistry is fully realised in 
the fourth act, where the choreography sim-
plifies and the relationship, which has been 
humbled, is forgiven with sweet tenderness. 
Differing from the usual practice, Shevchen-
ko chose to substitute the 32 fouettés with 
pique turns en menage. This is a decision a 
professional ballerina must make and ulti-
mately the effect is the same.
The corps de ballet of  swans are exemplary 
and nearly perfect creating the hypnotising 
effect that brings the magic to Swan Lake. All 
of  the soloists among the swan corps danced 
beautifully. Perhaps one only notices among 
the swans that they largely excel in stretch 
and flexibility but occasionally lack precision 
in the steps which require quick tightening of  
the muscles.

Upon entering the theatre, one immediately 
becomes caught up in its atmosphere. The 
building was constructed in the 19th century 
and its decorative architectural style takes 
one back to a time when Tchaikovsky him-
self  once walked these halls. In addition, the 
theatre impresses with its set design and ex-
quisite costumes.
Swan Lake will return 20 September with 
another high-profile performance featuring 
guest ballerina Ana Sophia Scheller from the 
Los Angeles Ballet. As George Balanchine 
once said, “Every dancer wants to dance 
Swan Lake and all audiences want to see them 
dance it.”

Walking on Water

Portal 
to 1986
AFTER 33 YEARS, WE STILL DO 
NOT KNOW THE WHOLE TRUTH 
ABOUT THE CHORNOBYL 
DISASTER

ARTEFACT: Chernobyl 33
 26 September – 5 October 
 Kyiv River Port (Poshtova Ploshcha 3)
 Free
 artefact.live



It. Chapter Two
 17 September at 19.00
 Cinema Citi (Ocean Plaza, 3rd floor)
 From 120 UAH
 cinemaciti.ua

Ad Astra
 24, 25 September at 19.00
 Multiplex Skymall, Multiplex Prospekt
 From 90 UAH
 multiplex.ua

The Lehman Trilogy (theatre)
 25 September at 19.30
 Multiplex Skymall (Henerala Vatutina 2t)
 From 190 UAH
 multiplex.ua

Aida
 28 September at 15.00
 Multiplex Lavina Mall (Berkovetska 6d)
 From 190 UAH
 multiplex.ua

Metallica & San Francisco 
Symphony: S&M

 9 October at 19.00
 Multiplex Lavina Mall (Berkovetska 6d)
 From 190 UAH
 multiplex.ua
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Sport/Cinema/Festivals | 15 September — 15 October 2019

New Car Fest 
 14-15 September 
 Sky Family Park (Henerala Vatutina 2t)
 150 UAH
 fest.newcars.ua

Don’t Take Fake Fest 
 14-15 September
 M82 (Mezhyhirska 82)
 200 UAH
 DontTakeFake

Frontier – VR Art Festival
 20-22 September
 M17 Contemporary Art Centre  

(Antonovycha 102–104)
 TBA
 frontierfest

Comic Con Ukraine 2019
 21-22 September
 Art-zavod Platforma (Bilomorska 1)
 350 – 900 UAH
 comicconukraine

Call of  Heroes. Medieval Fighting 
Championship 

 20-22 September
 Park Kyivan Rus (Kopachiv, Obukhiv district)
 60 – 250 UAH
 parkkyivrus

Photo Kyiv Fair 2019
 26-29 September
 Kyiv Municipal Art Gallery (Lavrskiy Pr 7)
 100 – 200 UAH
 photokyiv

Autumn Craft Beer Fest 
 28-29 September
 VDNH (Akademika Hlushkova 1)
 120 UAH
 craftbeerfest.ua

Kyiv Food and Wine Festival 
 5-6 October
 VDNH (Akademika Hlushkova 1)
 100 – 200 UAH
 craftbeerfest.ua

pUPpet (Kiev International Puppet 
Theatre Festival)

 5 – 9 October
 Kyiv Academic Puppet Theatre  

(Hrushevskoho 1a)
 120 – 200 UAH
 akadempuppet.kiev.ua

Ulichnaya Eda. BBQ 
 12-13 October
 Art-zavod Platforma (Bilomorska 1)
 120 UAH
 ulichnayaeda

UKRAINE LOOKING TO QUALIFY 
FOR EURO 2020

 11 October at 21.45  
versus Lithuania (Kharkiv)

 14 October at 21.45  
versus Portugal (Kyiv)

 Olympic Stadium (V Vasylkivka 55)
Ukraine is looking to put the final touch-
es to a clinical EURO 2020 qualifying 
campaign when the team hosts Lithuania 
and Portugal in the penultimate round 
of  qualifying. With a solid four wins and 
one draw in its first five games, the team 
is already assured of  reaching at least the 
playoffs. Ukraine will be favoured to top 
lowly Lithuania on 11 October in Kharkiv 
before facing a much larger test against 
Cristiano Ronaldo’s Portugal here in Kyiv 
on 14 October. The teams battled to an 
entertaining 0-0 draw to kick off the qual-
ifying group last March. In honour of  
the 60th anniversary of  the tournament, 
EURO 2020 will be held in 12 countries 
across the continent next summer. 

 TBD
 ffu.ua 

Dynamo Kyiv – Europa League 
Group Stage Football

 19 September at 19.55 vs Malmo
 3 October at 21.00 @ Lugano
 Olympic Stadium (V Vasylkivska 55)
 50 – 1000 UAH
 fcdynamo.kiev.ua 

Dynamo Kyiv – Ukrainian Premier 
League Football

 15 September at 17.00 vs Desna 
Chernihiv

 29 September at 17.00 vs Dnipro-1
 6 October at 17.00 vs Kolos Kovalivka
 Olympic Stadium (V Vasylkivska 55)
 50 – 500 UAH
 fcdynamo.kiev.ua 

FC Kolos – Ukrainian Premier 
League Football

 15 September at 19.30 vs FC Lviv 
 (Obolon Arena, Pivnichna 26)
 22 September at 19.30 vs FC 
 Oleksandriya (Dynamo Stadium, Hrushevskoho 3)
 6 October at 17.00 vs Dynamo Kyiv
 (Dynamo Stadium, Hrushevskoho 3)
 10 – 20 UAH
 koloskovalivka.com

Kyiv Ice Wolves – Ukrainian Hockey 
League

 15 September at 12.45 vs Dynamo 
Kharkiv 

 18 September at TBD vs Donbas 
Donetsk

 25 September at TBD vs Dnipro 
Kherson

 9 October at TBD vs Kremenchuk
 13 October at TBD vs Donbas Donetsk
 Shallett Arena (Mista Shalett 6)
 30 – 60 UAH
 vovki.in.ua

Kyiv Basket – Champions League Playoff
 20 September at 17.00 vs Kapfenberg 

Bulls
 Palace of  Sports (Sportyvna Pl 1)
 100 – 300 UAH
 kyiv-basket.com.ua

Race Nation Olympic Stage  
Obstacle Race

 22 September at 15.00
 Olympic Stadium (V Vasylkivska 55)
 1 300 – 5 400 UAH
 racenation.ua

Wizz Air Kyiv City Marathon
 5-6 October at 14.00
 VDNH Exhibition Centre  

(Akademika Hlushkova 1); Sofiivksa Pl
 700 – 1 375 UAH
 kyivmarathon.org

Triatman Ukrainian Long Distance 
Triathlon Marathon

 21 September  
 Sukholuchchy Hunting Grounds,  

Vyshhorod, Kyiv region
 3 000 – 3 900 UAH
 iron.triatman.com

https://cinemaciti.ua/
https://multiplex.ua/
https://multiplex.ua/
https://multiplex.ua/
https://multiplex.ua/


19

AS AUTUMN BEGINS, 
THE NATIONAL ODESA 
PHILHARMONIC ORCHESTRA 
WELCOMES TO THE SIXTH 
BLACK SEA MUSIC FEST. 
OVER THE MONTH, THE 
PHILHARMONIC WILL BE 
PRESENTING A SERIES OF 
EIGHT MUSICALLY DIVERSE 
CONCERTS FEATURING 
WORLD-CLASS SOLOISTS. IT’S A 
CHANCE TO HEAR THE WORKS 
OF BEETHOVEN, MAHLER, 
BERG, TCHAIKOVSKY, AND 
OSTAPOVICH, AS WELL AS 
COMPOSITIONS NOT HEARD 
FOR 50 YEARS IN UKRAINE
 

No one can deliver the festival’s message 
better than Maestro Hobart Earle – mu-
sical director and conductor of  the Na-
tional Odesa Philharmonic Orchestra, so 
we sit down and chat one sunny autumn 
afternoon.

You’ve contributed a lot to making 
the Black Sea Music Festival popu-
lar today. What are you most proud 
to have accomplished so far?
Over the years, we’ve undertaken some 
highly unusual musical projects. The 
complete score to Grieg’s Peer Gynt – over 
90 minutes long, with choir, narrator and 
several vocal soloists – is rarely performed 
anywhere on the planet. We did Peer Gynt 
semi-staged, similar to Aleko, Undina, and 
Iolanta – with choir and soloists all moving 
on and offstage, and singing from back-
stage. These theatrical performances are 
always a challenge to mount, but very 
rewarding. From a historical perspective, 
Undina was among the first performanc-
es of  Tchaikovsky’s complete fragments 
anywhere, worldwide. The first perfor-
mance in Odesa of  Silvestrov’s Requiem 
(with the National Choir of  Ukraine) was 
also a memorable event.

What is the most rewarding part 
about conducting at the Black Sea 
Music Fest?
I’m most proud of  the fact that my or-
chestra, the Odesa Philharmonic, has its 
own annual festival: it’s a chance to show-
case the orchestra’s artistic growth and 
diverse potential. 

What composition are you most ex-
cited to conduct at the festival this 
year? 
Alban Berg’s 1935 violin concerto is one of  
several musical compositions at this year’s 
festival that has never been performed in 
Odesa before. My love for Berg’s music 
goes back to my student days in Vienna, 
and this masterpiece – his final composi-

tion – has long since been established as 
one of  the greatest violin concerti of  the  
20th century.

Which performances would you 
recommend attending at the Black 
Sea Music Fest?
It’s an honour to host Rainer Honeck, 
first concertmaster of  the Vienna Phil-
harmonic, on his first visit to Ukraine. Of  
course, other soloists, such as pianist Alex-
ander Romanovsky and violinist Midori, 
are also well worth hearing. Each evening 
is completely different in character and 
content. Since we’re organising it for the 
first time in September (in previous years, 
it took place in June) our exciting annual 
programme for Odesa Day is now includ-
ed as part of  the festival.

You are very much a historical-
ly-minded conductor, expressing 
concerns about the current polit-
ical and social state of  affairs in 
Ukraine. Is there any particular 
message for a Ukrainian listener 
you’d like to deliver through the 
music you perform at the festival?
First and foremost, the message is an ar-
tistic one. There are compositions in this 
year’s programme that have never been 
heard in Odesa before, others not heard 
for 30, 40, or 50 years. This can serve to 
remind the audience that the breadth of  
music that composers have written over 
the years is infinite, and that it can be a 
wonderful experience to discover pieces 
live in concert for the first time (includ-
ing so-called ‘standard’ repertoire). The 
most important social message – “Seid 
umschlungen, Millionen!” (Be Embraced, 
You Millions!) – we delivered in our 
Flash-mob for Peace and Brotherhood at 
the Odesa Fish Market in March 2014 – 
nobody said it better than Beethoven and 
Schiller.

How do you plan to build on the suc-
cess of  the Black Sea Music Festival 
in the future? 
For next year, we already have artists like 
Sir Andras Schiff and Elena Bashkirova 
lined up. If  we can increase the support 
provided to the festival, our artistic hori-
zons could broaden significantly.

Yana Andyol

Classic Odesa

Black Sea Music Fest
 29 August – 28 September 
 Odesa Philharmonic Orchestra (Odesa)
 50 – 400 UAH
 odessaphil.official
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Live Music | 15 September — 15 October 2019

5 VYMIR (INDIE ROCK)
 10 October at 19.00
 Caribbean Club (Symona Petlyury 4)

After a year-long break, Ukrainian indie 
rockers 5 Vymir are taking to the stage again 
to present their new album, Karma. They’re 
already well-known for their slightly psyche-
delic Britpop-inspired brand of  indie rock; 
their new sound takes inspiration from jazz, 
soul, and the traditional music of  the east. 

Static-X (US, nu-metal)
 18 September at 19.00
 Atlas (Sichovykh Striltsiv 37-41)
 From 1 050 UAH
 Atlas37

Evanescence (US, gothic rock)
 20 September at 20.00
 Stereo Plaza (Lobanovskoho 119)
 From 1 250 UAH 
 stereoplaza

Salvador Sobral (PT, jazz, pop)
 20 September at 20.00
 Zhovtnevyi Palace (Instytutska 1)
 From 400 UAH 
 icca.kiev.ua

Föllakzoid (CHL, krautrock, 
psychedelic rock, post-punk)

 21 September at 20.00
 Mezzanine (Nyzhnoiurkivska 31)
 From 400 UAH
 mezzaninekyiv

Mika Chuev (country)
 25 September at 20.00
 Blues Bar (Mykhailivska 24a)
 TBD
 bluesbar.com.ua

Crown The Empire  
(US, metalcore)

 26 September at 20.00
 Atlas (Sichovykh Striltsiv 37-41)
 From 1100 UAH
 Atlas37

 
Tayanna (pop)

 28 September at 19.00
 Caribbean Club (Symona Petlyury 4)
 From 470 UAH
 caribbean.com.ua

Small Depo (indie rock, post-punk)
 28 September at 19.00
 Mezzanine (Nyzhnoiurkivska 31)
 From 300 UAH
 mezzaninekyiv

White Lies (UK, post punk)
 29 September at 19.00
 Bel Etage (Shota Rustaveli 16a)
 From 1 090 UAH 
 beletage.musichall

Luna-Luna (rock’n’roll)
 30 September at 20.00
 Blues Bar (Mykhailivska 24a)
 TBD
 bluesbar.com.ua

Ruslan Egorov Quartet – “Jazz 
about Love”

 30 September at 20:00
 Caribbean Club (Symona Petliury 4)
 190-820 UAH
 caribbean.com.ua

Mamarika (pop, R’n’B)
 3 October at 20.00
 Caribbean Club (Symona Petlyury 4)
 From 250 UAH
 caribbean.com.ua

Zetetics
 3 October at 20.00
 Atlas (Sichovykh Striltsiv 37-41)
 From 350 UAH
 Atlas37

Brunettes Shoot Blondes (indie rock)
 4 October at 20.00
 Atlas (Sichovykh Striltsiv 37-41)
 From 350 UAH
 Atlas37

DaKooka (pop, indie)
 9 October at 20.00
 Atlas (Sichovykh Striltsiv 37-41)
 From 300 UAH
 Atlas37

Luna (pop)
 11 October at 20.00
 Secret place
 From 650 UAH 
 concert.ua/event/luna

Dai darogu! (BY, punk)
 12 October at 18.00
 Art-club Tepliy Lampoviy  

(Mykhaila Omelianovycha-Pavlenka 46)
 From 200 UAH 
 tepliy.lampoviy

BALTHAZAR (BE, INDIE ROCK)
 17 September at 19.00
 Bel Etage (Shota Rustaveli 16a)

In February 2016, a strong cultural connection was established between Ukraine and 
Belgium – it was then that indie rockers Balthazar first performed in the capital. Balth-
azar are returning to Kyiv to tour their new album: Fever, their first in four years. During 
the hiatus, Jinte Depre and Maarten Devoldere dabbled in side projects under the names 
J. Bernardt and Warhaus, who have performed in Ukraine more than once.

 From 2 100 UAH 
 beletage.musichall

Their line-up is part of  what makes them 
special: formed by three classmates at the 
age of  12, it has hardly changed since. 
Since then, they’ve shared a stage with 
Balthazar and Franz Ferdinand, played 
concerts with strings, and performed on 
the main stage of  the Zaxidfest as well as 
in the de-occupied Donbass.

 From 250 UAH
 caribbean.com.ua
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Nightlife | 15 September — 15 October 2019

A CHO NYE PATUSIT?
 21 September at 23.00
 Art-club Tepliy Lampoviy (Mykhaila 

Omelianovycha-Pavlenka 4/6)
A crazy epic mix of  styles and music is 
heading for Kyiv. They’ve got a great 
place, good company, and it’s going to be 

Bad Girls Tequila Party
 18 September at 22.00
 Caribbean Club (Symona Petlyury 4)
 Ladies FREE
 Gents 250 UAH
 CaribbeanClub

Chetverhulki
 19 September at 03.00
 Indigo (Kudryashova 3)
 TBA
 indigo.ambitious

After Party
 20 September at 19.00
 Kpoint place (Hlybochytska 72)
 TBA
 reloadkyiv

Low X Worn Pop
 20 September at 23.59
 Closer (Nyzhnoiurkivska 31)
 TBA
 closerkiev

Thursday Dance Storm
 3 October at 22.00
 Caribbean Club (Symona Petlyury 4)
 Ladies FREE
 Gents 250 UAH
 CaribbeanClub

Zoopark: 3 times more  
powerful

 4 October at 23.00
 Otel’ (Nyzhnoiurkivska 31)
 TBA
 otelleto

Parental Advisory: Anastasia 
Kristensen

 11 October at 23.59
 Closer (Nyzhnoiurkivska 31)
 TBA
 closerkiev

Jihan Concert
 11 October at 21.00
 Queen Kyiv (Naberezhne Highway 25)
 From 2 000 UAH
 queen.kyiv

MACHINEROOM WITH DADUB LIVE
 21 September at 22.00
 Otel’ (Nyzhnoiurkivska 31)

This party is not only for dancing. It’s 
all about networking and meeting new 
people with a few things in common: 
originality, a love of  live shows, and an 
appreciation of  new weird forms. This 
is only the fourth party of  the year, but 
each one feels like a whole new story. 
The overall motive is to explore the 
bond between machines and humans. 
In this upcoming party, the main guest 
is project Dadub, accompanied by Dan-
iele Antezza and Marco Donnarumma, 
ideologists from the label Stroboscopic 
Artefacts. Experience unique aesthet-
ics and sound, make some friends, and 
have fun.

 TBA
 otelleto

Olivier Giacomotto
 20 September at 22.00
 Saxon Club  

(Mykhaila Maksymovycha 4)
 60 – 100 UAH
 SaxonClubKiev

Wild Dance Party
 24 September at 22.00
 Caribbean Club (Symona Petlyury 4)
 FREE
 CaribbeanClub

Kyiv Sensual Festival
 27 – 29 September from 22.00 
 Oazys (Lypkivskoho 1a)
 TBA
 kyivdancefestival.com

Rhythm Büro: Extra
 28 September at 22.00
 VDNKH (Akademika  

Hlushkova Ave 1)
 From 449 UAH
 rhythmburo

The Pit Party
 28 September at 17.00
 Boonker Place (Mahnitohorska 1b)
 From 250 UAH
 ThePitFest

Hot Dance Party
 30 September at 22.00
 Caribbean Club (Symona Petlyury 4)
 FREE
 CaribbeanClub

even better if  you come! So all you anon-
ymous writers, readers, and drinkers - 
they’re waiting for you. Come and tell your 
own story in dance and talk so the world 
gets to know the real you. A cho nye?

 From 100 UAH
 tepliy.lampoviy
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What’s Ahead

PERTURBATOR (FR, EDM)
 21 October at 20.00
 Atlas (Sichovykh Striltsiv 37-41)

This icon of  synth-wave is returning 
to Kyiv with material for a new and 
as yet untitled album, which will be 
released this year. These novelties and 
more will be presented on 21 October. 
In the meantime, after completing the 
dystopian album New Model in 2017, he 
warned that he was going to change the 
direction of  his music, and he wasn’t 
lying. The new tracks are unexpected-
ly filled with sounds of  industrial and 
post-punk, though not devoid of  char-
acteristic synthesiser notes. If  in the 
past Perturbator focused on Nine Inch 
Nails, John Carpenter or Kraftwerk, 
now his music has leaned toward The 
Cure and Depeche Mode.

 720 UAH
 Atlas37

NATIONAL ART MUSEUM OF 
CATALONIA. A LECTURE

 19 October at 11.00
 Art-studio Likhtaryk (Bastionna 5a)

It’s time to get to know artistic sites 
better. The outstanding Museum of  
Catalan Art in Barcelona, also known 
as MNAC, is exhibiting a brilliant col-
lection of  paintings by local artists, as 
well as amazing works from the Italian 
Renaissance. This lecture promises to 
be an enjoyable activity for all art en-
thusiasts.

 150 UAH
 lihtaryk.com.ua

THE PARACHUTER
 23 October at 19.00
 Kyiv Academic Young Theatre (Prorizna 17)

How often do you roll the dice in your 
everyday life? Never? This is not the case 
for the main character in this play. Fol-
lowing the fatal circumstance, he has only 
a year to live. What will he do? Will he 
change his life and stop taking things for 
granted? All questions will be answered, 
and you will find yourself  in awe when 
the play is over.

 150 UAH
 molodyytheatre.com

CRAZY BUBBLE SHOW 
 27 October at 11.00
 Central House of  Officers 

(Hrushevskoho 30/1)
Take your children on space adventures 
with glowing aliens and dancing galac-
tic robots. Crazy Bubble Show is a great 
event to keep your kids entertained. Ten 
professional artists offer illusions, tricks, 
interactive games, projection devices, 
light and laser systems – everything’s 
here on hand to amaze the audience. 
This cosmic world created with modern 
technology will allow your kids to feel 
like real space captains. 

 150 UAH 
 central.house.of.officers

SERGEY BABKIN (POP)
 27 October at 19.00
 International Centre of  Culture and Art 

(Nebesniy Sotni 1)
Talented author, emotional performer, 
virtuoso musician, wonderful actor – 
all these superlatives can be applied to 
him. The extraordinary and charismat-
ic Sergey Babkin has already won the 
hearts of  millions and he does not plan 
to slow down his pace. Privit, Bog, Ale, De 
bi Ya and Hto Dali Yde – are high on the 
playlists of  most Ukrainians, with more 
work from his new album Muzasfera fea-
turing this evening. “The Muzasfera is 
the shell in which I dwell. I am inspired 
by life, and all of  its changes,” Babkin 
says about the album. 

 250 UAH 
 icca.kiev.ua

BLACK! FACTORY
 29 November at 23.55
 Ribbon Factory (Nyzhnoiurkivska 31)

What is life if  not with an element 
of  chaos? And what is Atari Teenage 
Riot if  not the anarchic face of  mu-
sic? At one time they even recorded a 
few tracks for Fast and Furious Tokyo 
Drift! A German representation of  an-
archism and music is not complete un-
less offered by Black! The Empire Line 
and Spekulant are coming to an even 
darker and wider factory than before. 
Enjoy the best of  the best with your 
friends and grab a ticket: the later you 
buy, the more expensive, so get in and 
get onboard!

 TBA
 closerkiev

https://icca.kiev.ua


Until recently in Ukraine (as well as in other post-Soviet states) mediation as 
dispute resolution mechanism was far from being popular, yet even, was not 
considered when it came to a dispute. The reasons for such reluctance lie, 
probably, in lack of trust, guaranties and understanding of what to do next 
once the settlement is reached. But, this August wind of change blows from 
Singapore.
On 7 August 2019 Ukraine became a party UN Convention on International 
Settlement Agreements Resulting from Mediation (“Singapore Convention”). 
The Singapore Convention is aimed to facilitate and simplify recognition 
and enforcement of settlement agreements resulting from mediation in 
commercial disputes. To follow the simplified procedure such settlement 
agreement shall be concluded by parties (nationals of states-members 
to Singapore Convention) in writing. It should be noted that Singapore 
Convention does not apply to settlement agreements in disputes arising from 
transactions engaged in for personal, family or household purposes, and 
relating to family, inheritance or employment law. Currently, the Singapore 
Convention unites 46 participants, including the USA, China, India, South 
Korea, Georgia, Kazakhstan, etc, but it is open for new members.
Singapore Convention gives guaranties for the parties that the settlement 
agreements reached by them in the course of mediation will be recognised 
and enforced in Member-States. Thus, if a party to a commercial dispute has 
a settlement agreement reached by mediation, it may refer to the Singapore 
Convention to prove that the dispute is resolved while applying to a court for its 
enforcement and the dispute will not be reconsidered on merits.
Hopefully, Singapore Convention will promote mediation as effective tool for 
dispute settlement, which, by the way, can be more time- and cost effective if 
compared to court and arbitration proceedings.
Marina Ryashchenko, Senior Associate at EVERLEGAL

UKRAINE SIGNS 
SINGAPORE 

CONVENTION 
ON MEDIATION
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What’s All the Fuss

Natalya Jaddock 

Over 100 years ago, my paternal great 
great grandmother and grandfather immi-
grated from a village in western Ukraine to 
the Canadian prairies. They set off to the 
‘land of  opportunity’ with big dreams and 
the promise of  160 acres of  land from the 
Canadian government.
Now, in the summer of  2019, my father, 
brother, and I set off to the village of  Hlubi-
chok with hopes of  finding living relatives. 
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Home to 
Hlubichok

DIGGING UP THE PAST 
The journey starts in a rental car in Lviv 
where we are given the parting advice: “If  
the police pull you over and ask for money, 
call the police.” With said instruction and 
the apparently rave-worthy engine in our 
car, we are unstoppable. And thus the jour-
ney into Ternopilska oblast begins. 
The first stop is Ternopil, where we access 
the archives. My father puts in a request to 
find the birth certificate of  my great grand-
father, who was born in Ukraine and im-
migrated as a child along with his parents 
as mentioned above.  For a fee of  $10 and 
a handwritten note, we hope to hear back 
within a month of  our request. 

DRIVING THROUGH THE AGES 
In the Ukrainian villages, a 2019 Nissan 
Qashqai turns more heads than you’d 
think.  The farther into Ternopilska oblast 
we travel, the farther back in time we go: we 
pass by horse-drawn carriages and some-
thing which we began to call the ‘modern 
horse-drawn carriage’. In this situation, the 
horse is replaced by a motor and a wheel 
and then a long neck connecting the motor 
to the carriage with two protruding handles 
meant for steering. Somehow this machine 
manages to take more human force to steer 
than a horse. 

MAN HUNT 
We pull into the village of  Hlubichok and 
head straight for the church. Oddly enough, 
no matter how many times dad pulls on the 
door handle it still locks every time. So we 
proceed to do what anybody in Ukraine 
would do to find information: we ask a local 
where the eldest villager lives. 

Wizz Air is holding its 10th annual mara-
thon in Kyiv on 5-6 October. For some, it’s a 
reason to complain about the city-wide road 
closures; for others, it presents an exciting op-
portunity to get up and – you guessed it – run

As well as getting some exercise, running 
can be a great way to relax and stop think-
ing about your problems – to clear your 
head, get some fresh air and some new per-
spective. Runners aren’t a new phenome-
non in Kyiv – their numbers are growing 
as the sport becomes more popular. Just 

Up and Running

Enemy 
at the 

Gates

Through a combination of  misunder-
standing and bad navigation we do not 
find the eldest villager, but we do find 
someone who knows of  the last name we 
are searching for: Vasylkiv. This time, to 
avoid any mistakes, we are chaperoned to 
our destination. Not knowing what to ex-
pect, we are welcomed into the home of  
the Vasylkivs. 

PIECING THE PUZZLE 
The story goes that when Maria Vasyl’kiv 
and Petro Dziaduck (great-great-grand-
parents) immigrated, one of  Maria’s 
brothers (Demian Vasylkiv) stayed behind 
in the village with his parents. After much 
conversation and exchanged emotions, 
the history really seems to be lining up: it’s 
looking like we are in the house of  a de-
scendant of  Demian Vasylkiv. Of  course, 
a walk through the cemetery is due, rein-
forcing the dates of  the Vasyl’kiv family. 
Unfortunately, no living relatives of  the 
Dziaducks (later Jaddocks) are found, 
though we do manage to locate the name 
in the cemetery – written in Polish. By the 
time the sun starts to set, our family has 
grown, pictures are taken, and contact 
information exchanged as there are still 
more pieces to connect. 

NOT THE LAST GOODBYE 
Needless to say, we have received the full 
‘village experience’. This includes a roof  
over our heads, delicious food that comes 
straight out of  nowhere, great conversa-
tion, and an invitation to come back sooner 
rather than later. The phone greeting of  
the day was “Sorry, I can’t talk right now – 
I have guests from Canada!”

imagine, in 2010, as few as 546 people ran 
in the Wizz Air marathon, while in 2018, 
a staggering 11 607 people took part, with 
15 000 supporting on the sidelines.

LACE UP
Running in Kyiv can be paired with sight-
seeing; with its wonderful architecture, the 
historical centre offers great routes for run-
ners. There are hills for the initiated, who like 
a bit of  a challenge, as well as flatter routes 
for those who prefer a more leisurely jaunt. 
Run by yourself  to get some much-need-
ed personal space. Or, if  you prefer to run 
in a crowd, join a running club. They have 
sprung up all over and are often spotted in 
the city’s parks or even on Khreschatyk. 
Experts such as Eliud Kipchoge suggest that 
a run should be combined with another 
form of  exercise, a workout for example, to 
get the full effect. And for this, Kyiv is un-
deniably well-equipped. Aside from having a 
vast number of  gyms, Ukraine’s capital is full 
of  open-air urban workout stations.

WO RECOMMENDS: 

Mariinsky Park 
USP: in the heart of  the city 
Surface: asphalt paths
Gradient: mostly flat
Best time to go: early morning (in the 
evening it is flooded with visitors) 

Spivoche Pole 
USP: staggering nature and great views
Surface: asphalt paths
Gradient: hilly, steep
Best time to go: anytime, since it’s not 
usually overcrowded. Flower exhibitions 
are held here from time to time, which 
only add to the experience. 

Poshtova Ploshcha and 
Kontraktova Ploshcha 
USP: ideal sightseeing run 
Surface: asphalt
Gradient: flat
Best time to go: early mornings 
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By their listeners, they are known as the 
Ukrainian Pink Floyd. This little-known but 
promising group from Kharkiv, La Horsa 
Bianca, has released its second full-length 
album, Oneiric Numeric.

“Just like the first album, we recorded 
this ourselves, learned from our previous 
mistakes, made some new ones, all in due 
course. We tried some new approaches 
to recording, too, like layering multiple 
organs and synths in Olga’s parts – in 
unison – to achieve new timbres. Or pre-
paring a Zimmerman baby grand piano 
with screws, bass strings, and a stack of  
sheet music to use in Itic. The piano sus-
tained no damage, though! We also add-
ed more saxophones and flute, played by 
Eugene, to spice things up in places,” says 
the band about this latest work.
In this album you can find psychedelic 
tendencies, sophisticated arrangements 
with elements of  art rock, and, of  course, 
a little bit of  experimental academic mu-
sic. But unlike the first album from the 

Pink 
Ukrainian?

Check out 
the album on 

various music 
platforms, or 

listen here:

group, Somatic Schematic, there aren’t any 
vocals in it. According to the band, the 
vocal part of  a song isn’t too important, 
it’s just another instrument, like a guitar 
or fortepiano. The group, however, prom-
ises to continue releasing songs with vo-
cals in the future
The name Oneiric Numeric is a link to the 
first album’s title, Somatic Schematic. Com-
positions on the new LP started taking 
shape from the moment the first track 
had finally been recorded, so there is a 
sort of  symmetry between releases.
The tracks were recorded at Digout stu-
dio in Kharkiv over 2018-2019, with Yev-
gen Manko and Firefret overseeing the 
recording process.

The enemy is closing in every day, killing 
everything and everyone in its way, Its 
next target is a small set of  tribes at odds 
with each other. They won’t surrender, 
yet their only way to stand a chance of  
survival is to unite. This isn’t a summary 
of  Game of  Thrones; in fact, it’s how Zakhar 
Berkut opens, a fresh Hollywood movie 
with a Ukrainian theme which will pre-
miere worldwide on 10 October.

BACKGROUND
Its 1241 and the Mongol horde led by 
Khan Burunda are advancing quick-
ly, killing everyone on their path. They 
reach the Carpathian mountains, but at 
night a couple of  local hunters, known 
as the Berkut brothers, sneak into the 
Mongolian camp to help some prisoners 
escape, thus triggering the Khan. Burun-
da promises to wipe out the whole region 
and find the traitor who took him around 
the mountain trails. But the Berkut broth-
ers have other plans and for that they will 
have to unite the area to stop him. 

This historical story is very much based 
on Ivan Franko’s tale, Zahar Berkut, how-
ever, as Achtem Setiblaev (the director) 
notes in his blog: “New storylines and 
characters will be added”. What this 
means is that Franko’s plot will be adapt-
ed to modern times. This is not unlike 
Ulyana Khomuk’s character in Cherno-
byl, where one character was adapted to 
represent multiple scientists. 
Another notable fact about the plot is that 
the production team has worked closely 
with the Franko foundation. Franko’s 
grandson Roland Franko spearheaded 
the project, which means Ukrainian audi-
ences who studied Zahar Berkut in school 
can expect an accurate interpretation. 

Since the movie will be shown around 
the world, it is a real opportunity to 
showcase the beauty, history, and tradi-
tions of  Ukraine. The movie was shot 
in Ukraine, with the main locations 
being the Carpathian mountains, Lake 
Synevyr, and  with shoots taking place 
just outside of  Kyiv. In fact, Robert 
Patrick (who plays Zahar Berkut) said 
he loved the landscapes in Ukraine. 
Speaking of  the cast, it’s a mix of  
mostly Ukrainian, American, and 
Mongolian actors. Other members in-
clude Tommy Flanagan (Tugar), Pop-
py Drayton (Myroslava), and Alison 
Doody (Rada). Robert Patrick is also 
known for starring in Terminator 2. 

Enemy 
at the 

Gates
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Natalia Kurtyak

The creator of  12 Guards is Ukrainian 
traveller Lala Tarapakina. Her goal is to 
promote the care of  abandoned struc-
tures, even those on the brink of  ruin. 
And with nearly 5000 castles and forts in 
Ukraine, she has her work cut out. 
Though most of  these historic structures 
are officially state-owned, state policy is 
not conducive to the restoration of  such 
precious monuments, so a team of  enthu-
siasts has decided to take matters into their 
own hands and break the cycle of  people’s 
indifference. The team has chosen 12 cas-
tles from different parts of  Ukraine, each 
structure unique and rich with cultural 
significance. These castles used to be the 
shields of  our lands, and now they’ve fallen 
into despair (and disrepair). 

WHO ARE THE GUARDS? 
The team is formed of  ordinary peo-
ple – volunteers, concerned about the 

To find out more, visit 
 12vartovykh.com

INTERESTING FACT: 
The profiles of  12 Ukrainian castles ap-
peared on the dating app Tinder. Quite 
quickly, these magnificent buildings got 
hundreds of  matches on Tinder, rivalling 
the average human user. 

What can be done to save the castles?
- Provide real assistance to each castle: re-
construct them brick by brick
- Develop a comfortable environment for 
tourists
- Shoot a movie about each castle. The 
Guards’ stories will be shared with the 
world
- Create a travel guide
- Raise awareness about the project – an-
yone can become a guard!

Castle 
Guards

future of  the castles and eager to take 
care of  the past. Although their impact is 
currently not enough to restore the cas-
tles properly, they continue working tire-
lessly, trying to get more people involved. 
On a material level, 12 Guards provide 
direct assistance to castles and palaces, 
carrying out simple work that can signif-
icantly slow down the process of  ruin, 
such as cleaning, window repairs, and 
roof  refurbishment. They’re also gath-
ering archival materials, plus recordings, 
stories, and photos. 
One more way to fight indifference is to 
popularise the idea of  renting a castle. “We 
plan to find and show examples of  success-
ful collaborations that function as business-
es,” says one volunteer. “We’re holding a 
nationwide competition for young people 
to come up with the best idea for a con-
cession project; we’re doing everything to 
popularise this phenomenon, and to con-
vey to people that Ukrainian castles and 
palaces don’t have to merely survive – they 
can become successful.”

YOUR CHOICE
Picking up rubbish, replacing broken 
glass – it’s easy. By making steps like these, 
12 Guards hopes to set some new trends. 
Anyone can support this multi-faceted 
project by donating money or buying 
souvenirs. The charity fund also acts as 
a ‘guard’ as all donations are made trans-
parently.
Koropetsky Palace, Mikulinets Castle, 
Khust Castle, St. Miklos Castle, Sangush-
kiv Palace, The Castle of  Ostrozhyk, Hu-
val’s Palace, The House of  Dakhovsky, 
Sharevsky Castle, Svirzhski Castle, Pomo-
rian Castle, Palace of  the Jewish Lenck-
orons – they all need your assistance. 
As the project’s founders say, “you can’t 
change the past, but you can help save the 
best of  it…” 

What’s All the Fuss

UKRAINE’S CASTLES ARE MAJESTIC BUILDINGS ONCE HOME TO 
SIGNIFICANT HISTORICAL FIGURES, AND ARE IMPORTANT SITES FOR 
THE COUNTRY’S CULTURAL HERITAGE. A NEW SOCIAL PROJECT, 12 
GUARDS, LOOKS TO RESTORE THEM, PROVIDING AN OPPORTUNITY NOT 
ONLY TO SAVE HISTORY, BUT TO PROMOTE DOMESTIC TOURISM
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Tassy Klim

When you take the first steps into this ven-
ue you notice a fancy kitchen and beautiful 
design on the first floor. How much com-
fort is offered by those chairs and sofas be-
low I can only imagine as I am seated on 
the second floor which is just as attractive, 
but far quieter. I feel really appreciated as 
a guest. Looking at the menu, it is full and 
rich. The hardest part is picking out which 
cider to try first.

C IS FOR CIDER
The servers seem ready, happy even, to 
help with the decision-making, providing 
advice where necessary and clearing the 
table with supersonic speed. 
First things first: a set of  four ciders. I opt 
to wait for the first course as I am a light-
weight and don’t want to get drunk from 
the first sip. There is grapefruit, honey, 
lime, and elderberry with melon in this 
first set. Later, I check out all four, and 
find grapefruit to be the most interesting 
for me. In addition, I’ve got a lemonade 
to keep my tastebuds quenched, which is 
both tasty and refreshing, until the food ar-
rives. We are lucky: it is rare to have so few 

people in this venue and the food comes 
almost instantly.

GRILL AND MEAL
Okay, so you may not know that Urban 
Grill Meat and Cider has an impressive 
three-metre grill in the kitchen. Howev-
er, let me tell you that the main secret to 
their success is their recipe and method 
of  preparation. These people know their 
business. Our ribs have arrived and they 

Urban Grill Meat and Cider
 Khoryva 25/12
¾ 24/7

 +380 98 292 9090
 UrbanGrillMeatCider

BE SURE TO TRY: 
Christian Drouin Bouche 289 UAH
Warm Salad with Veal and Pear 168 UAH
Grill Set 899 UAH

THE WHAT’S ON CHECKLIST
English Menu ü
English-speaking staff ü
Wi-fi  ü
Price $ $ $
WO Rating 

EDIBLE INVENTORY
Cider Set #1 49 UAH
Raspberry-Mint Lemonade 67 UAH 
Ribs 169 UAH
Cherry Burger 197 UAH
Shrimp in Ginger-honey Sauce 197 UAH
Waffle Cake 69 UAH
Total: 748 UAH

are the most delicious I’ve ever tried – 
more than enough meat, great crust, 
rich taste, and super spice (just the right 
amount). 
The cherry burger is a novelty I am lucky 
to try. It has the unique taste of  cherries 
which complement the meat and the 
side of  iceberg salad, while the delicious 
cheese makes it taste that much better.

Should you opt for the use of  gloves, be 
careful: it is not the easiest way to enjoy a 
meal and I am still not proficient enough 
so as not to drop things on the way to my 
mouth. 
The shrimp in ginger sauce with 
honey are spicy, but easy on the pal-
ate, and go well with the ciders. 
For dessert, we are recommended the  
special waffles. I usually find this type of  
thing too sweet. But I am curious as they 
are purported to be “just like mum used 
to make them”. And the outcome is they 
are good, especially with the condensed 
milk sauce.

SO, WHAT’S THE CONCLUSION?
Want to enjoy a slightly different atmos-
phere? Stick close to the main floor where 
there’s a pub zone, where service is both 
friendly and entertaining. 
The whole experience feels really cus-
tomer-focused, from the location to the 
checkout with QR codes for feedback. 
Urban Grill Meat and Cider is a place 
worth visiting, with great food, drinks and 
a friendly atmosphere. 

Taste and 
Soul

What’s On the Menu

WHEN YOU LIVE IN 
UKRAINE YOU GET 
TO SEE IT ALL – THE 

GOOD, THE BAD, AND 
SOMETIMES THE UGLY. 

THIS INCLUDES NEW 
RESTAURANTS, WHICH 

ARE ALWAYS LIKE A 
GAME OF RUSSIAN 

ROULETTE. ONE HOT 
DAY AT THE END OF 

SUMMER WE VISITED 
URBAN GRILL MEAT 
AND CIDER TO SEE 

WHETHER THEY WERE 
UP TO THE TASK



29

Podil is a dining hotspot. With no ex-
ceptional cooking talents of  my own, I 
find myself  at times in the mood to live 
through these “gourmet experiences” 
that go beyond just the typical dinner I 
might cook myself.
I meet Ptaha (bird in Ukrainian) 
Kryvoshyi on a Podil corner, and joyfully 
waving her wings, she invites me in and 
promises the experience “will be cooler 
than eggs!” 
Upon entering, the place is calm and spa-
cy, while Insta-bloggers will find the light 
and comfortable terrace a perfect photo 
spot. Ptaha says her restaurant is a real 
gastro renaissance and insists on me try-
ing her specialty first. 

BURGER TIME
That`s right, Ostrich burger. The meat 
has a very beef-like quality but much 
leaner, which makes it a healthy burger 
option. The homemade bun is just de-
licious. A soft slice of  cheddar, crunchy 
iceberg salad, fresh tomatoes, and my 
beloved pickles help bring the well-grilled 
ostrich meat to the level of  glory most 
places in Kyiv can only dream about. 
The chilli-powdered fries and their spe-
cial sauce make for an excellent side. Bird 
Brothers beer is impressive with notes of  
chamomile.  

GREETINGS FROM INDIA
I`m not sure if  there`s anything that 
qualifies as a “traditional tikka masala,” 
although I`ve always considered the dish 
to be genuinely Indian. Local legend says 
it was created in the early 1500s when 
Babar, a Mughal emperor, asked his Pun-
jabi cooks to remove all the bones from 
his tandoori chicken. Terrified of  the em-
peror`s anger, the cooks ensured no bones 
were present and served the chicken in a 
spicy sauce. 

Yana Andyol

THE WHAT’S ON CHECKLIST
English Menu 
English-speaking staff ü
Wifi  ü
Price $ $ $
WO Rating 

Taste and 
Soul Whatever the story, I know Ptaha’s Chick-

en Tikka Masala could become a much-
loved dish in Kyiv. The combination of  
spiciness and soft creamy notes deserves 
a cult following. Not to mention the light 
and so perfectly fluffy rice, which absorbs 
the fragrant and tender pieces of  chicken. 
The thick and creamy sauce with tangy 
tomato flavour and a rich mix of  herbs 
add depth to this tikka masala, preserving 
the traditional recipe of  India. As a true 
fan of  spicy food, I take a risk with the 
chilli and get a pleasant kick of  heat!

DUCKS EATERY
Ptaha gives pastrami its own spin with 
their special duck pastrami sandwich. 
Crunchy loaves of  fresh-baked bread 
with notes of  zucchini and cheddar are 
piled high with tender slices of  slightly 
smoked homemade duck. 

BANANA BAKERY
While the Backstreet Boys play, Ptaha’s 
radio give me flashbacks to my childhood, 
Ptaha wakes me up with one more bite of  
creativity. Round loaves of  bread are hid-
den under apple and pineapple chutney, 
salty caramel, cold notes of  ice-cream 
and hot chilli. This is what I call “exqui-
site cooking”. A Crime Bird cocktail is a 
perfect finish. 
Ptaha`s poultry comes in many forms. 
And even though mama`s homemade 
chicken will always win your heart, this 
place will immerse you in childhood 
memories while taking you to far off plac-
es with the unusual set of  ingredients in 
every recipe. 
And that`s definitely #крутіше_за_яйця. 
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EDIBLE INVENTORY
Ostrich Burger 210 UAH 
Chicken Tikka Masala with rice 165 UAH
Duck Pastrami Sandwich 255 UAH 
Bird Brothers Chamomile Beer 75 UAH 
Banana Bread with Chutney
and Ice Cream 85 UAH 
Crime Bird cocktail 150 UAH
Total: 940 UAH

MAKE SURE YOU TRY:
Chicken Liver Pate with Baked Apple 105 UAH
Peking Style Duck (Chinese recipe) 490 UAH
Ostrich Bolognese 145 UAH
Tom yam Chicken Soup 155 UAH

Ptaha
 Ihorivska 5
¾ 11.00 AM - 11.00 PM

 +380 96 145 8004
 PtahaKyiv

https://www.facebook.com/PtahaKyiv/#


What’s In Focus
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UKRAINIAN FASHION WEEK SS20
Getting a head start on the season, Ukrainian Fashion Week 
(UFW) was held in Kyiv on 31 August to 4 September, fea-
turing 64 designers, 45 shows and presentations, five special 
projects, and six lectures and public talks. As a place where de-
signers, media, and professionals from the various industries in 
Ukraine meet, the sustainable message has been the focus for 
the past several years. The mission of  the project is to present 
and promote successful sustainable projects, sustainable devel-
opment, and to facilitate the progress of  the Ukrainian fashion 
industry in this field.
This season, UFW presented numerous international projects 
to the Ukrainian public, which is just as important as presenting 
Ukrainian fashion abroad. One exhibition, Fashion Revolution: 
The Future of  Textiles, highlighted the fashion industry’s major 
challenges. Showcasing Swedish solutions and initiatives for a 

more sustainable system, it was organised jointly with the Embassy 
of  Sweden. 
UFW has always supported young talent and continues to foster its 
development, which is why, in 2000, the Young Designers Contest 
– Look into the Future – was launched. The projects new Names 
and Fresh Fashion followed in 2003 and 2006 respectively. 
The final show of  the Safe Fashion competition, organised by Roz-
etka and UFW, closed the SS20 season. Its aim is to support young 
designers and highlight road safety issues.
UFW’s partners are undisputed leaders in their respective industries and 
share UFW’s values of  modernity, authenticity, innovative creativity, 
and sustainability: BMW, Absolute Yachts, Mary Kay, Riviera House, 
Glo, Kronenbourg 1664, Tresemmé, Braun, L’or, and Lorashen. 
See at the show next season in 2020!
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What’s In Focus

MUSICAL BOUQUET
Master Class put together an amazing 11-day event over 16-26 August 
at Sofiivska Ploscha, featuring modern, chamber, jazz, electronic and 
experimental music in more than 30 concerts, with Ukrainian and 
international musicians taking to the stage at Bouquet Kyiv Stage. 
Spotlighting Kyiv’s New Era Orchestra, Dakha Brakha, the Telnyuk 
Sisters, Kyiv Soloists, and many more, the capital certainly had its 
share of  live music options over the last month of  summer. “There is 
always a distance between people in large cities, but we are trying to 
fill this space with art,” says festival coordinator, Irina Budanska. And 
Ukrainian businessman Yevheniy Utkin agrees: “Kyiv is returning to 
the cultural map of  the world.”





Sector H
Kyiv Paris (Sichovykh Striltsiv 10)
Like A Local Wine Bar (Sichovykh Striltsiv 26)
Reni (Sichovykh Striltsiv 60)

Sector J
Alphavito (Predslavynska 35d)
Lounge bar Mantry (V Vasylkivska 5 )
Lucky Pub (V Vasylkivska 13)
Under Wonder (V Vasylkivska 21 )
Tolstoy (V Vasylkivska 19)
Bierstube (V Vasylkivska 20 )
Mama Manana (V Vasylkivska 44)
Alfaro (V Vasylkivska 49)
Druzi Cafe (V Vasylkivska 49а)
Rooster Grill Bar (V Vasylkivska 68)
Manu (V Vasylkivska 94)
Amster Damster (V Vasylkivska 111/113)
17.804 (V Vasylkivska 82)

Sector K
Shlyapa (Antonovycha 14)
Perfe (Antonovycha 14а)
Holiday Inn hotel (Antonovycha 79 )
Normal (Antonovycha 81 )
Kyiv President (Hospitalna 12)
Rus (Hospitalna 4)
Belle Vue Belgian Beer Cafe (Saksahanskogo 7)
Yabloko (Saksaganskoho 39/41)
Dos Amigos (Saksaganskoho 51/87)
Sam’s Steak House (Zhylyanska 37)
Steak House Goodman (Zhylyanska 75)

Sector L
Guramma (Dniprovskiy Descent 1)
Park Cafe (Mazepy 11а)
Shooters (Moskovska 22)
Veranda na Dnipri (Naberezhne shose 11a)

Sector M
Frat Social Club (Evgena Konovaltsya 36d)
La Casa Del Habano (Klovskiy Descent 13)
Almondo Night Party Bar (Lesi Ukrainky 
bulv. 34)
Amber (Lesi Ukrainky bulvar 30а)
Kazbek (Lesi Ukrainky bulvar 30а)
Napule (Mechnykova 9)
O' cafe (Mechnykova 9)
Si (Mechnykova 9)
Gorchitsa (Pylypa Orlyka 6)
 
Sector N
LKafa (Chokolivskiy bulvar 11)
Cosmopolite hotel (Vadyma Getmana 6)
IQ Hotel (Vadyma Getmana 6)

Sector E
Outpub (Dmytrivska 18/24)
Belmondo (Hogolivska 17)
Varva (Saksaganskoho 108/16)
Caribbean Club (Symona Petlyury 4)
La Vaca Tapas (Symona Petlyury 6)
Ibis (Polzunova 6)

Sector F
O’Brien’s Irish Pub (Myhailivska 17)
Hyatt (Tarasovoyi 5)
Pauz Cafe (Sofiivska 5)
Whisky Corner (Sofiivska 16/16)
Knyazhyi Grad (V Zhytomyrska 2)
InterContinental (V Zhytomyrska 2а)

Sector G
Druzi Café (Andriivskiy Descent 2d)
Kanapa (Andriivskiy Descent 19а)
Kanapka Bar (Andriivskiy Descent 30а)
De Pari (Andriivskiy Descent 34v)
Radisson Blu (Bratska 17/19 )
Piano Café (Kontraktova Ploshcha 4)
Freedom Club Event Hall (Kyrylivska 134)
Lumberjack barbershop (Nyzhniy Val 15)
Bar Dom (Sagaidachnoho 10/5а)
Riviera (Sagaidachnoho 15)
Impresa (Sagaidachnoho 21)
Tike (Sagaidachnoho 31)
Tarantino Grill & Wine Bar  
(Sagaidachnoho 35)

Fairmont (Naberezhno Hreshchatytska 1а)
Savazh Closer cafe (Nyzhnioyurkivska 31)
Barcode (Nyzhniy Val 17)
Call Me Cacao (Nyzhniy Val 35)
To be (Verhniy Val 2а)
Habana (Verhniy Val 24)
Lubchik (Vozdvyzhenska 10b)
Ohota Na Ovets (Vozdvyzhenska 10b)
RybaLove (Vozdvyzhenska 21-23)
Vozdnyzhensky (Vozdvyzhenska 60)
Deficit (Yaroslaviv Val 9)
Radisson (Yaroslaviv Val 24)
Paul (Yaroslaviv Val 26)
Golden Gate (Yaroslaviv Val 33v)
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Sector A
Smorrebrod (Horodetskogo 4)
Vatra (Horodetskogo 4b)
Fellini (Horodetskogo 5)
Chaikof (Horodetskogo 8/4)
Public Cafe (Khreshchatyk 1/2)
Dnipro (Khreshchatyk 1/2)
Chiken Kyiv (Khreshchatyk 15)
Mocco (Khreshchatyk 15)
Dom Kofe Passage (Khreshchatyk 15)
La Forchetta (Khreshchatyk 16)
Bochka (Khreshchatyk 19а)
Moon Lounge Bar (Khreshchatyk 24)
Shato (Khreshchatyk 24a)
Hangover (Hrushevskogo 3)
Pache (Kostyolna 3)
Tres Francais (Kostyolna 3)
Druzi Cafe (Prorizna 3/5)
Baraban (Prorizna 4а)
Sunduk Pub (Prorizna 22)
Senator Maidan (Shevchenka ave 8v)

Sector B
Biancoro (Baseina 4)
Porto Franco (Baseina 4 )
Traktyr na Baseyniy (Baseina 2)
Beer House (Baseina 2а)
Bar Sklad (Besarabska Ploshcha 2)
Aloft (Esplanadna 17)
Babai Bar (Pushkinska 2)
Gastro Bar #7 (Pushkinska 9а)
Ko & Ko bar (Pushkinska 11)
ProRock (Pushkinska 32)
Antwerpen (Pushkinska 38)
Podshoffe Brasserie (Pushkinska 45/2)
Terracotta (Shevchenka bulv. 57/29)
Premiere Palace (Shevchenka bulv. 57/29)
Hinkalli (Shota Rustaveli 4)
Beef (Shota Rustaveli 11)
Alchemist Bar (Shota Rustaveli 12)
De Bosch (Shota Rustaveli 12)
Maral bar (Shota Rustaveli 15а)
Cafe L’ etage (Shota Rustaveli 16)

Sector C
Ikra (Honchara 67)
Naturlikh (Hmelnytskoho 3)
Ink (Hmelnytskoho 17/52 )
7 pyatnyc’ (Hmelnytskoho 29/2)
Opera (Hmelnytskoho 53 )
City Hotel (Hmelnytskoho 56)
Pantagruel (Lysenka 1)
Spotykach (Volodymyrska 16)
Fish market (Volodymyrska 24a)
Lemonade (Volodymyrska 29)
Le Cosmopolite (Volodymyrska 47)
Barkas (Volodymyrska 49а)
Golden Gate (Zolotovoritska 15)

Sector D
Hedonist bar & kitchen (Antonovycha 4)
Ibis (Shevchenka bulv. 25)
Hilton (Shevchenka bulv. 30)
Chachapuri (Shevchenka bulv. 36а)
Sunduk Pub (Leontovycha 3)
Like A Local Wine Bar (Lva Tolstoho 5)
Dusha Espresso Bar (Lva Tolstoho 39)
Velur (Lva Tolstoho 41)

Where to find What’s On
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