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From the Editor

Editor-in-Chief 
Lana Nicole Niland

Life in Kyiv, can, cover all manner of  sin; regardless of  whether 
you believe in or follow The Good Book or not. Gluttony, envy, lust, 
anger, greed, sloth, and pride – they make life interesting, certainly, 
but they can also lead to sleepless nights and unwelcome mental 
states. That last one – pride, is the one I find the most fascinating. 
As a two-sided coin, it can, in the negative, refer to a “foolishly and 
irrationally corrupt sense of  one’s personal value, status, or accom-
plishments”. Its dark side is oh-so dark, and easy to fall prey to. In 
fact, I had to swallow a little of  my own this month. 
Living in the Ukrainian capital, days are fast-paced and dynamic, 
and they can easily sweep you up in a whirlwind of  activity. It’s easy 
to get stuck in assumptions and expectations that become routine, 
and if  you’re not careful you lose focus, and, potentially, your foot-
ing. The world changes fast these days: one needs to be ready to 
change with it or at the very least keep up.
The great thing about pride though is that it has a flip-side, a light-
ness, that when put to proper use serves us all well. When seen in 
the positive it refers to “a humble and content sense of  attachment 
toward one’s own or another’s choices and actions…it is a product 
of  praise, independent self-reflection, and a fulfilled sense of  be-
longing”. In this context, there is little that can stand in the way of  
achievement, triumph, success. 
While we are all prone to movement across the yin and yang of  this 
emotion, perhaps the trick is not to let complacency dig its heels in, 
but to keep questioning, keep evolving, keep growing, keep pushing 
– whether directed at our governments, our businesses, our fami-
lies, or most importantly ourselves. While apathy may have gripped 
this nation at one time, it no longer has the same hold, and though 
we all slip from time to time, the country continues to take huge 
strides in various spheres. 
With spring ensuring fun in the sun for weeks and months ahead, 
take time to enjoy the warmer temps and fabulous events popping 
up across the entire city. Certainly, with winter sticking around 
longer than usual, we all deserve a little break. Just don’t forget to 
get back in the game once you’ve recharged. Time stops for nothing 
and no one after all and life is too short to let either a complacency 
or a bloated sense of  self  rear its head. 

“The world changes fast these 
days: one needs to be ready to 
change with it or at the very 
least keep up”



AD



Paul Niland is a long-time resident of  
Kyiv, political commentator, and founder 
of  Statement Email.
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What’s New

Paul Niland

The Rule of  Law

There are a few elements of  change 
that can bring success and growth to 
Ukraine’s economy. None perhaps 
are as likely to make more of  an im-
pact than a determined effort to ar-
rive at a point where everyone in the 
country (private citizens and business 
folk alike) can depend on justice to be 
honestly dispensed by Ukraine’s courts 
of  law.
The events of  late 2013 and early 2014 
called for profound change in Ukraine. 
What we have seen since then regarding 
the legal system has been tinkering and 
window dressing. The politics of  Ukraine 
are still such a cutthroat business that it 
is necessary to have a tame judiciary in 
order to protect the continuation of  busi-
ness practices that, in any accountable 
democracy, politicians would simply be 
barred from participating in. The key 
word in that last sentence is accountable 
– as long as the system of  both investiga-
tion (through the prosecutor’s office) and 
dispensing of  justice (through the courts) 
can be controlled, accountability is avoid-
ed, and therefore business as usual.
The post-revolution changes to, includ-
ing supposed improvements of, the legal 
system have attracted headlines but not 
praise. The Supreme Court of  Ukraine 
has been rejigged with several guises of  
supreme court merged into one: the sep-
arate Chambers of  the Supreme Admin-
istrative Court, the Supreme Economic 
Court, and the Supreme Specialised 
Court have all ceased to exist. Instead, 
there is now one unified ‘Supreme’ 
Court, without any peripheral – or com-
peting – bodies. Some would say it has 
been streamlined, others would say 
consolidated. In any case, the make-up 
of  the new Supreme Court has caused 
rightful concern amongst anti-corrup-
tion activists.
In September of  2017, the High Coun-
cil of  Justice appointed 113 individuals 
to form the new Supreme Court. This 
number came from an initial pool of  120 
candidates. Between the nomination and 
selection processes, the Public Integrity 
Council civic society watchdog evaluated 
and vetted the candidates. At the end of  
that process, the Council, believing they’d 

been given a veto right, announced that 
25 of  the candidates should not serve 
in Ukraine’s highest court because they 
were “ethically unfit”. The veto turned 
out to be nothing of  the kind and the can-
didates who were deemed compromised 
by past activities, rulings, unexplained 
wealth, or other significant problems 
were in any case appointed judges of  the 
Supreme Court.
In what other country can there be any 
discussion of  what is an acceptable per 
cent of  supreme court judges who have 
been deemed too corrupt to serve? Ap-
parently, in Ukraine, the answer to that 
question is not zero, it is 20%. A piece 
of  advice to those who wield power in 
Ukraine: not only is the only acceptable 
answer to that question zero, but the 
question never should have even been 
asked in the first place.
There is current debate about anoth-
er level of  court (jestering?) to be added 
into Ukraine’s already dysfunctional sys-
tem – a special Anti-Corruption Court, 
which will deal with high level allegations 
of  abuse of  power by people in (or close 
to?) elected office. We have bodies such as 
the Venice Commission weighing in with 
their opinions on how this might look and 
be staffed. Those holding the levers of  
power in Ukraine, however, want to en-
sure they have control over the appoint-
ments of  those wearing the robes on this 
bench too. While it’s true no outside body 
can overtly interfere in this matter by in-
structing Ukraine on who should or should 
not be part of  this court, the past has 

shown that where there is an oppor-
tunity to stack the deck in favour of  
those currently in office, this will hap-
pen; riding roughshod over credible 
dissenting voices from civil society.
The problem, though, is not just 
these two high bodies. Across this vast 

country of  more than 600 000 square 
km, there are currently in excess of  7 

600 serving judges in towns, villages, and 
cities from Sumy to Mukachevo, and all 
points in between. How many of  them 
can be relied on to dispense rulings based 
on the merits of  a case, on right and 
wrong, on facts as opposed to coercion?
If  Ukraine is to give all citizens the pro-
found change that was the demand of  the 
Maidan, all citizens must have the right 
to a fair hearing by a professional judge 
in an honest court. It’s not only a matter 
of  the highest levels of  corruption being 
relevant in the matter of  justice for all, it’s 
facilitating a major shift in the psyche of  
the nation to a situation where justice is 
treated as a right, and with that account-
ability is something bequeathed.
If  this seems too great a challenge for the 
myopic watchers of  their own asses cur-
rently being dragged kicking and scream-
ing towards almost every meaningful re-
form we have had in the last few years, 
here’s the upside. A guaranteed rule of  
law in a state abundant with natural re-
sources, vast pools of  talent, and inexpen-
sive manpower will reap the rewards of  
foreign investment with knock on effects 
to the economy. FDI will soar, bringing 
with it foreign expertise as well as capital, 
including international best practices and 
safety standards to the workplace. GDP 
will soar, unemployment will tumble, tax 
revenues will rise, and the safety net for 
the most vulnerable in society will widen. 
Seems like a fair trade off. 
But then, rule of  law should, in any 
case, be a given. And not something I 
ever thought I would have to fight for 
in my lifetime.



7

Dynamo Crashes Out of  Europa League
After securing valuable away goals in a 2-2 draw in a Europa League Round of  16 match 
in Italy, Dynamo Kyiv faltered at home when they dropped to a 0-2 result to Lazio on 15 
March. More than 52 000 fans went home frustrated after a disappointing display high-
lighted by Italian goals in the 23rd and 83rd minutes. The team may still walk away with 
two domestic titles though: they sit six points back of  frontrunners Shakhtar Donetsk in the 
Premier League (with six games to play) and they face second division’s SC Dnipro-1 in the 
Ukrainian Cup semi-final on 18 April. Get your tickets and cheer them on!

Putin Told Off
While she’s been relatively quiet in recent months, at least where Ukraine is concerned, 
German Chancellor Angela Merkel has been wagging her finger in the direction of  Mos-
cow this month, and we can only applaud her efforts. With debates ongoing about the direc-
tion and partners involved in the Nord Stream 2 project – a pipeline due to run from Russia 

to Germany which will supply gas to a number of  northern European countries, Merkel is 
said to have voiced her opinion in no uncertain terms in a recent phone call with Vladimir 
Putin in early April. “I made very clear that a Nord Stream 2 project is not possible without 
clarity over the future transit role of  Ukraine.” Whether the Moscow monster pays any heed 
however is of  course another question. Though it’s nice to see that the beginning of  his 
fourth term as president has begun with a disquiet we can only hope will continue.

Soldiers on 
Khreschatyk
The Soviet tradition of  a military parade 
on the main street of  the Ukrainian cap-
ital is being brought back for independ-
ence day celebrations on 24 August this 
year. By decree of  the president, a parade 
of  troops and additional patriotic events 
are being planned across the country for 
the 27th anniversary of  Ukraine’s inde-
pendence and the 100th anniversary of  
the revival of  the country’s nationhood. 
Planning a holiday in August? Make sure 
you’re back for one of  the country’s best-
loved days.

Kyiv Sizzles
The capital city beat a 59-year weather record on 11 April as temperatures soared to 23.8 
degrees! The previous above zero record was set in 1959 with 22.7 degrees, with the coldest 
day recorded as a nippy -3.9 back in 1954. If  y’all remember, this was Yanukovych’s favour-
ite season as all the women get “undressed”. Poor guy’s missing the action…

New Connections!
This is, quite literally, two-way good news! 
Not only are new travel routes opening up 
to give those of  us in Ukraine cheaper ac-
cess to the (visa free!) outside world, but 
we will be seeing ever larger numbers of  
tourists coming to visit beautiful Kyiv too. 
Their tourist dollars will be a welcome 
boost to the economy, of  course, and 
they’ll return home spreading the news of  
how surprisingly beautiful and hospitable 
Kyiv is as well.
A new “Four Capitals” train link is open-
ing, connecting Kyiv with Minsk, Vilnius, 
and Riga, with tickets to Riga starting at 
just €59. Ukraine’s state railway company 
has already purchased 28 new passenger 
wagons dedicated to serving this route.
In addition, Ryan Air has finally launched 
flights to and from Ukraine, with 10 routes 
operating in and out of  Kyiv and five 
routes operating in and out of  Lviv, and 
that’s just for starters! Known for its very 
budget-based low-cost solutions, passen-
gers will put up with their cramped cabin 
spaces and few amenities for €10 tickets 
(when booked a week in advance)! As 
an added bonus, for both sides, Ukraine 
should also see a job boost as Ryan Air is 
planning to open both data and mainte-
nance operations in Ukraine too!
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A Test of  Will
What’s the Score

Anna Azarova

Over the past few years, endurance races 
have boomed to become a global phenom-
enon and full-blown industry due to the 
adventure and excitement they offer. Some-
thing primal about these challenges stirs 
the basic instincts of  desk jockeys and lures 
them out of  their comfortable offices.   
Volodymyr Solohub, communications ex-
pert for the EU project in Ukraine, shares 
his impression of  these gruelling competi-
tions: “It is business. There are more than 
5 000 various types of  endurance races 
across the globe. In February, I took part 
in the UK’s Tough Guy, the oldest survival 
event in the world, launched by a former 

military guy (Billy Wilson, an ex-Grenadier 
Guards trained soldier – ed.), which was 
based on military drills. We had to wade 
knee deep in freezing water.” 

CATCHING UP
Ukraine does not lag behind. Founded in 
May 2015 by Yuriy Podlesnyi, Race Nation 
currently offers endurance races in Kyiv, 
Odesa, Lviv, Kharkiv, Dnipro, Ternopil, 
and Bukovel. Podlesnyi comments, “We 
are the only organisation here qualified for 
European and World Championship en-
durance races. During our first year, nearly 
3 000 individuals took part. Now they num-
ber more than 9 500. Next year, we think 
the number will grow to 15 000. Anyone 
aged 18 can join us; in 2017 the oldest par-
ticipant was 62-years old.”  
Solohub has been an active Race Nation 
member since August 2015: “These ordeals 
are not designed for relaxation. Nor do I 
consider them a kind of  sport as people of  
all sport backgrounds, shapes, sizes, and fit-
ness levels can take part in the races. Trail 

runners – not heavyweights – are more like-
ly to win the day. For me, these races are a 
challenge I choose to set for myself. When I 
first heard about Race Nation, I wanted to 
try to prove myself.” 

JUST FINISHING IS WINNING 
According to the level of  difficulty and dis-
tance, contestants get an adrenaline rush 
in a range of  energy-packed contests. The 
Strength Race is a 5km route that best suits 
beginners. The 10km Will Race is a break-
neck endeavour, and, as its name suggests, is 
devised to boost participant’s fortitude and 
stamina. The Spirit Race is 20km long and 
tricky enough to make competitors believe 
hell exists. The 7km Snow Race in Bukovel 
attracts both professionals and amateurs, 
while the 40km Ultra Race is the toughest 
of  the series. 
“While adopting practices used abroad, 
we invent original obstacles or adapt pop-
ular ones to local circumstances,” Podlesnyi 
explains. “For example, Snow Race partici-
pants have to hit the target with a snow ball. 

THRILL-SEEKERS? DAREDEVILS? MASOCHISTS?  
WHAT DEFINES PEOPLE WILLING TO PAY MONEY TO ROLL  

AROUND IN MUD, PLUNGE INTO ICE PONDS, SCALE GIANT WALLS,  
AND CARRY HEAVY SANDBAGS? HUMANS WISHING TO TEST THEIR METTLE 
AND PUSH THEIR LIMITS – PHYSICAL, MENTAL, AND, FOR SOME, SPIRITUAL 
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A Test of  Will

Runners should be 
prepared for unexpected 
surprises. As forfeit for 
a failed obstacle, they 
have to perform 15-
30 burpees – push-up, 
squat, and jump. If  
they skip or ill-perform 
burpees, they get 
disqualified

PARTICIPANTS FROM SNOW RACE 
IN BUKOVEL ON 24 MARCH SHARE 
THEIR THOUGHTS

Anastasia Sidorenko, cross-country 
skiing master, world (Andorra events), 
Europe, and Ukraine champion, person-
al coach, developer of  customizedfitness.
com.ua online courses, says, “In Bukovel, the 
hardest thing was to run up an 800m ski slope 
in knee-deep snow. However, I always set myself  
high goals. I look at every obstacle as a negative 
moment I struggle with in life. After quitting pro-
fessional sport, Race Nation gave me what I really 
enjoyed and needed – training, soulmates, travel, 
and enthusiastic audiences. I aspire to finish in the 
top three more often to be able to take part in inter-
national competitions – we have to show the world 
what Ukrainian girls are made of !” 
Snow Race winner

Slava Kulakovskyi, adaptive athlete, 
Ukrainian javelin champion, shotput 
bronze medal winner, and personal train-
er at Human (Dnipro), says, “Every day I 
fight severe pain from my amputated arm. It is the 
hardest thing for me; other obstacles are nothing 
in comparison. In Bukovel, I was victorious be-
cause of  my determination, and I am sure many 
victories lie ahead still. As a sports addict, I have 
been training all my life, and life is my instructor. 
Getting prepared for these races in Ukraine is not 
easy. Yet it is what makes them so appealing. My 
Race Nation experience proves that anything is 
possible if  you really want it. I strive to reach my 
maximum potential, which is limitless.” 
Snow Race finisher

Volodymyr Solohub, says, “Mud-stained, 
swamp-soaked, covered with scratches, I kept on 
running and asking myself  – what on earth am I 
doing here? When I finished the race, all my doubts 
disappeared, and I can say, ‘yes, I did it!’” 
Snow Race finisher 

UPCOMING RACES:
 5 & 6 May, Kyiv
 9 June, Kharkiv 
 14 July, Dnipro 
 18 August, Odesa 

Some tasks require a good memory, as well 
as physical endurance.” 
Each race has three categories – Stand-
ard, Team (for all), and Elite (for athletes). 
“I have won medals for all events under 
the Standard category, including the Night 
Races,” Solohub says proudly as he displays 
his impressive collection of  medals. 
Amazingly, they all bear an inscription 
reading “Finisher”. Obviously, finishing 
is the common goal for everyone as rising 
above your own personal limitations is al-
ready a triumph. Victory, however, matters 
to professional athletes who compete for 
scores, cups, and prizes, with the all-round 
‘ultra champion’ taking home a cash award. 

ARE YOU IN GOOD SHAPE? 
Race Nation organisers do not warn par-
ticipants ahead of  time what obstacles they 
will encounter or in which order they ap-

pear on the track. Runners should be pre-
pared for unexpected surprises. As forfeit 
for a failed obstacle, they have to perform 
15-30 burpees – push-up, squat, and jump. 
If  they skip or ill-perform the burpees, they 
get disqualified.     
Solohub recalls with a smile, “For some 
time, rope climbing was difficult for me. 
These obstacles are usually set at the final 
leg of  a course, when competitors are al-
ready exhausted. At the beginning, when 
I saw ropes, I would immediately do 
burpees instead of  trying to climb. Now it 
is not a problem – Race Nation has moti-
vated me to attend the gym regularly and 
stay in shape.”    

GOING GLOBAL
Race Nation does not rest on its laurels 
but continues to strengthen its programme 
and geography. Last year, the Aquathlon, a 
run/swim combination, was added to the 
list of  events. What makes it special is that 
participants start off from a barge. Podlesnyi 
says, “In 2018, there is a plan to introduce 

AQUATHLON:
 16 June, Kyiv
 19 August, Odesa 

 590-1490 UAH 
 www.racenation.ua

Nation Swim, which includes open water 
events, and the Iron Way – triathlon races.” 
Race Nation already goes beyond Ukraine 
with strong support in Almaty, Kazakhstan. 
“Last year we ran races in Kazakhstan,” 
Podlesnyi continues. It is a big country 
with beautiful nature, which enables us to 
arrange extremely complicated tracks. In 
the meantime, we are in negotiations with 
Georgia, Moldova, Romania, and want to 
expand into Turkey, Austria, and Canada.” 
So what’s in store for you? Everyone finds 
their own inspiration in Race Nation as its 
mission is multifaceted. While contributing 
to a national idea and public health, it pass-
es for psychotherapy, team building sessions, 
fun, and entertainment.

Volodymyr Solohub  
and Slava Kulakovskyi
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Artem Nikitin

What to Wear 

Six years ago, Anna K made her debut 
as a designer at Kyiv and London fashion 
weeks before she even came of  age. Now, 
Karenina, at just 22, is a regular fixture 
on the ‘Big Four’ catwalks. Her success is 
reinforced by being listed last year in two 
categories of  Forbes ‘30 Under 30’ annual 
rankings. She shares with What’s On her 
thoughts on favourite shopping spots and 
brands, announces the release of  a new 

cryptocurrency, and tells 
how smaller-scale 

fashion events 
such as Riga 

differ from 
Kyiv and 

Paris.

You’ve 
just 

returned 
from the 

Latvian capi-
tal, which hosted 

Riga Fashion Week. 
How did people react to your collec-
tion inspired by cryptocurrency?
I had never been to Riga, so on my first 
day in the city, I just walked around the 
streets. I was immediately struck by the 
cleanliness. Paris or Kyiv are incompara-
ble to Riga in this regard. I fell ill, but it did 
not stop me from reaching the podium. 
The surprise was a lot of  people came to 
my lecture “Fashion Coin and Blockchain 
as a New Fashion System”. This indicated 
to me that people have a desire to develop 
and learn new things. In addition, Alisa 
Podolyak, ambassador of  Ukraine to Lat-
via, came to support my show, which was 
really nice.

When did you get your first taste 
of  success? How did you know you 
were on the right track?
The first time I felt that kind of  buzz and 

realised I was doing the right thing was 
when I presented my first collection at 
Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week Kiev at the 
age of  16. Afterwards, the editor of  Vogue 
Italia, Elena Bara, mentioned she thought 
my show was the best. The second time I 
felt that euphoria was when I got on the 
Forbes ‘30 under 30’ list.

How did your brand enter the 
international arena?
I decided to make a serious transborder 
collection, and Daria Shapovalova invited 
me to Pitti Immagine (an Italian fashion 
event). I went there with a collection of  
T-shirts entitled ‘Fashion Circus’, which 
became very popular. 

You’re planning to release the 
Fashion Coin cryptocurrency. 
Tell us about the concept.
First, I am planning an auction inspired by 
the creator of  Etherium, Vitalik Buterin. 
The auction will be based on the Etherium 
platform and will be limited to 10 num-
bered T-shirts carrying the slogan ‘Vitalik 
is My Sputnik’. Fashion Coin will not just 
be a cryptocurrency. Things bought with 
Fashion Coin will always be cheaper by 30-
50%. We’re creating a whole platform on 
which any girl can log-in and buy a brand 
of  clothes. The second platform will allow 
anyone to become a micro-investor in a 
particular collection. Attending a fashion 
show, you can invest directly from there in 
Fashion Coins for the production of  a col-
lection. Thus, the designer will have money 
to work on designs, and an investor will take 
dividends from sales. The third platform is 
a social network, similar to Instagram but 
instead of  ‘likes’ users will get Fashion Coins.

What algorithm of  protection 
(consensus) will be used in Fashion 
Coin? Who makes up the develop-
ment team?
We have a development team including 
the programmers who created the Bela-
rusian cryptocurrency Taler (TLR). The 
blockchain algorithm will be similar to 
proof-of-stake but we call it Proof-of-
love. Presale for Fashion Coin is sched-
uled for April-May.

Where do you buy your own clothes? 
How much money do you spend on 
clothes in a month?
I don’t like online shopping, because I 
need to feel things – be tactile. If  we’re 
talking about Kyiv, then I like to shop in 
TSUM. It has provided the opportunity for 
Ukrainians to buy many cool brands such 
as Off-White. I spend about 3 000 USD 
on clothes a month. My favorite brands are 
Comme des Garçons and Prada. 

What are you wearing now?
Anna K bomber jacket, Prada shoes, and 
Acne jeans.

What celebrities are wearing Anna K?
Supermodel Natalia Vodyanova; ‘momager’ 
of  Kim Kardashian-West, Kris Jenner; street-
style stars Linda Tol and Eleonora Carisi.

Favorite place in Kyiv?
Vozdvizhenka is my favorite, because it 
does not look like Kyiv. It is like a small 
piece of  Paris or Lviv. It is there I have my 
studio and my team.

Inspired by Crypto
HER DESIGNS MAKE QUITE THE FASHION WAVE INTERNATIONALLY, AND AFTER YOU 
CHECK OUT HER CREATIONS YOU’LL KNOW WHY. NOW ANNA KARENINA, BETTER 
KNOWN AS ANNA K HAS HER SIGHTS SET ON A BIGGER GOAL – TURNING THE FASHION 
INDUSTRY ON ITS HEAD VIA BLOCKCHAIN

For more information about the 
Fashion Coin cryptocurrency 
check out www.coin.fashion
Want more on fashions from Anna K? 
Visit www.annak.fashion
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What’s Important

Kateryna Kyselyova

RISK AND PROVOCATION
Maria Kulikovska is an artist who re-
sponds to important social transforma-
tion with a courage worthy of  admi-
ration, by putting her body on the line 
- literally. Her art performances usually 
feature her own body, risk, and provo-
cation. A nominee for the PinchukArt-
Centre Prize in 2013, her nude female 
sculptures made of  soap were widely 
exhibited in Ukraine and abroad. While 
she herself  is from the town of  Kerch, 
Crimea, she purely by chance happened 
to be abroad when the annexation took 
place. Over the course of  these last four 
years, the pain of  losing her home has 
become a feeling and experience to re-
flect on in her artistic work.   

“I thought I would go crazy after the an-
nexation and even attempted suicide,” 
Kulikovska recalls. As she recounts this, 
she is the epitome of  a carefree artist, 
dressed in a long gown bedazzled with 
flowers, her blond hair tied up carelessly. 
Yet, she is astonishingly frank and direct 
in expressing her feelings. “In spring 
2014, I had nowhere to live in Kyiv, 
and there was no chance of  returning to 
Crimea. My parents would Skype from 
Kerch, telling me how many armed forc-
es were there, and when I told people in 
Kyiv many simply did not care. And at 
the same time, some absolutely random 
people would offer help. One lady, who 
saw my works at Pinchuk Centre let me 
live in her old empty apartment in Kyiv. 

THIS SPRING MARKS FOUR YEARS SINCE CRIMEA WAS ANNEXED 
AND LARGE SWATHES OF THE DONETSK AND LUHANSK REGIONS OF 
UKRAINE WERE OCCUPIED BY A RUSSIAN-LED MILITARY FORCE. FOUR 
YEARS SINCE ALMOST TWO MILLION UKRAINIANS WERE FORCED TO 
LEAVE THEIR HOMETOWNS AND START A NEW LIFE ELSEWHERE. WHAT’S 
ON MEETS WITH THREE ARTISTS WHO LOST THEIR HOMES ONLY TO 
FIND NEW ONES IN KYIV

Artists in Exile
It was true happiness – my parents and 
I lived there for more than two years, 
but my elderly grandmother told us she 
wanted to die in her own home, so they 
went back to Kerch.” 
The first art performance she did after 
losing her home was “254” – based on 
the number of  her family’s application 
for IDP (internally displaced person) sta-
tus. “On 1 July I lay down on the stairs of  
the Hermitage Museum in St Petersburg 
covered with a Ukrainian flag like a dead 
body.” She vividly remembers her fear 

lying under the flag. “Then a guy came 
by and said, ‘May I sh*t on you?’ I can’t 
imagine how the flag of  another country 
can bring about such a reaction. I real-
ised then the performance was worth it. 
I was later taken by guards who said the 
Ukrainian flag insulted them and they 
would take me to a psychiatrist because 
although I insisted I was Ukrainian, they 
saw I was born in Crimea.” As she tells 
it, she recently registered herself  in a 
small flat in Kyiv her family managed 
to buy, and “since then I really believe 
I have lost my home”. The memories 
remain, however. “I still love looking at 
old photos of  Kerch, when it was my 
Ukrainian home. I have since decided 
that my home is where I live – it is often 
Kyiv, sometimes Liverpool or Malmo, 
Sweden. Wherever I go I keep noticing 
how this or that city is like Kerch,” Ku-
likovska says, tears in her eyes. 

THE UKRAINIAN ‘BANKSY’
Serhiy Zakharov is also called the 
“Banksy from Donetsk” for his graphic 
street works mocking the DNR. One of  
the graphics that appeared on the streets 
of  Donetsk in summer 2014 depicted the 
leader of  the DNR holding a gun to his 
head with the phrase “Just do it” under-
neath. When we first met with Zakharov 
in autumn that same year, he had just left 

“Then a guy came by 
and said, ‘May I sh*t 
on you?’ I can’t imagine 
how the flag of  another 
country can bring about 

such a reaction”



13

his home city after being held in captiv-
ity for two weeks in one of  the terrorist’s 
basements. He looked absolutely lost 
and then we were horrified to hear the 
torture he’d endured. Four years’ on, he 
has rallied and even looks the part as an 
artist, with a small beard and a scarf  
around his neck. He has mounted exhi-
bitions in Berlin, Prague, and other Eu-
ropean cities, and has projects in mind 
in cooperation with the self-proclaimed 
‘Republic of  Uzupis’ – an artistic neigh-
bourhood in Lithuania’s capital Vilnius.
“When you come back to life after cap-
tivity, journalists attack you, trying to ex-
tract the most disturbing memories. At 
that time, I was as desperate as any other 
IDP – no place to live, no job, no money. 
To overcome the post-captivity shock, I 
had to put that nightmare on paper, so I 
started a graphic novel The Hole, drawing 
on each episode – the beatings, long hours 
without food or water, mock executions.” 
The book was published in Ukrainian 
and now has an English-language ver-
sion. “As an IDP, all I received in state 
aid in those first six months was 400 
UAH. But all that horror had a positive 
side – it let me work and earn a living as 
an artist, something that was not possible 
back in Donetsk, where I tried a number 
of  different professions.” 
He says Kyiv is now home: “I rent an 
apartment here, a friend of  mine in Po-
dil turned part of  his flat into a gallery 
where we organise exhibitions, and I 

trol. When my illusions faded I rented an 
apartment and said to myself  ‘it’s time to 
start a new life’.” 
Still, his mind turns to home. “In Horliv-
ka I had an incredible workshop: a spa-
cious building and several acres of  a park 
with sculptures. As each artwork has its 
own fate, just like man, my works remain 
in Horlivka. The 25 000 square metre 
factory I managed is totally ruined – the 
local DNR bandits took down the met-
al fence and took it…where? To (Rinat) 
Akhmetov’s factory for money. I did 
not pay a single hryvnya of  taxes to the 
DNR, but they say I owe them a million 
rubles. Now I have a workshop not far 
from Kyiv – it’s small, compared to the 
one I had in Horlivka, but enough for 
paintings and smaller-scale sculptures.” 
Despite this, war does not figure in his 
work. “I don’t want to depict war or oc-
cupation; I want to work with notions 
like faith, conscience, and the ancient 
history of  Ukraine. Do you know why so 
many Ukrainians leave this country? Be-
cause they don’t know its history – they 
simply don’t realise how cool and power-
ful we are. They say Donbas is industrial. 
Nonsense! Donbas is the steppe - I feel a 
deep connection with the endless wide-
ness and power of  it, that’s why I can’t 
live abroad.” 
He says he is proud to be from Horlivka 
and believes the Ukrainian flag will fly 
there again, “only we’ll have to throw 
out all the oligarchs from ruling the 
country,” he adds. 

feel really comfortable here. There is no 
chance I could ever go back to Donetsk 
– I’m on the list of  enemies of  the DNR. 
Sometimes I do a virtual walk around 
Donetsk in Googlemaps: I walk past my 
house, I even saw my father once – no 

face was visible, but I recognised his gait. 
Strange thing – the camera travelled be-
tween garages and I read on the fence 
‘Donbas is Ukraine’ – those street views 
date back to 2011.”

A HIGH PRICE
“Artist loses $1 million in occupied 
Donbas,” reads one headline about 
sculptor Petro Antyp. Born in Horliv-
ka, Antyp worked there for many years 
and became a well-respected artist who 
exhibited all over Ukraine and Eu-
rope. In his hometown, he managed a 
huge factory that supplied all stages of  
large-scale sculpture production. The 
59-year-old artist just left it all one day 
in the spring of  2014. 
“I knew there would be war long before 
the occupation,” Antyp says calmly, al-
most matter-of-factly. His voice is soft 
and he mixes Ukrainian and Russian 
in a very natural way. “The decision to 
leave, though, was immediate – we took 
documents and family photographs and 

ran. In a couple of  days, our house in 
Horlivka was bombed and later, neigh-
bours sent some remaining stuff. A 
friend of  mine let me live in his coun-
try house near Kyiv – I thought Donbas 
would quickly return to Ukrainian con-

“There is no chance I 
could ever go back to 

Donetsk – I’m on the list 
of  enemies of  the DNR”

“Do you know why 
so many Ukrainians 
leave this country? 

Because…they simply 
don’t realise how cool 
and powerful we are”



14  What’s On    Issue 8   15 April - 15 May 2018

Night Life | 15 April – 15 May 2018

DJ Iban Mendoza
 20 April at 22.00 
 Vodka Grill (N Bazhan 1e)
 ladies FREE, gents 200 UAH
 VodkaGrill

Salatparty
 20 April at 23.00
 K.Point (Hlybochytska 72)
 200 UAH
 KPointPlace 

DJ Gel Abril (IL), Get Physical, 
Suara, Mobilee 

 21 April at 20.00 
 Heaven (Borysa Hrinchenko 7)
  before 02.00 FREE, after 200 UAH 
 +380 67 217 3113

After Midnight Show with Eric 
Clapton cover band 

 21 April at 22.00 
 Caribbean Club (Simona Petliuru 4) 
  ladies 200 UAH, gents 400 UAH 
 +380 67 224 4111 

 
Vera Brezhneva  

 21 April at 23.00 
 ALASKA (Sichovyh Striltsiv 20) 
  call for information 
 +380 99 521 3777

GHOSTEMANE LIVE (US, HIP-HOP, 
RAP)

 April 18 at 20.00
 Closer (Nizhneurkovskaya 31)

This tattooed emo-looking boyfriend would 
look perfect at the front of  a metal band, or 
perhaps even as a character on Final Fanta-
sy. Ghostemane does not, however, resem-
ble his true industry competitors – Eminem 
and the Beastie Boys; the fault perhaps of  
the hot California sun. None of  that really 
matters however when you start listening 
to his tracks. Ghostemane’s style is active, 
if  not aggressive and fully in-line with his 
appearance. With his first appearance in 
2014, today the rapper boasts more than 15 
releases, with his unlikely appearance hardly 
detracting from the quality of  material. See 
and hear him for yourself  this month.

 1190 UAH
 closerkiev

PORTRAITS EP.4 WITH DIXON (GE, 
HOUSE) AND DJ TENNIS  
(IT, ELECTRONIC)

 28 April at 22.00 
 CHI by Decadence House (Parkova 16a)

An atmospheric evening awaits, at the 
helm of  which are two great DJs. 
DJ #1: despite being withdrawn from 
the public eye, with no big chart-pleas-
ers, avoiding mainstream trends, rarely 
giving interviews or appearing on so-
cial media, Dixon has for four consec-
utive years topped Resident Advisor 
ratings. 
DJ #2: starting his music career man-
aging tours for punk bands and or-
ganising concerts and festivals in It-
aly, 48-year-old Manfredi Romano, 
also known as DJ Tennis, certainly 
knows how to get a party started. In 
2010, Manfredi reformatted into a DJ, 
founded the super-successful Life and 
Death record label and in just a few 
years became a hallmark producer and 
techno DJ.
The first three events in the ‘Portraits’ 
series by CHI and QievDance rocked. 
Considering the unusual talent as-
sembled, expect nothing different the 
fourth time around. 

 800 UAH
 +380 67 488 2013

ATOM & TOBIAS LIVE (GE/DE, )
 05 May at 23.55
 Closer (Nizhneurkovskaya 31)

Atom &  Tobias are well-known fig-
ures in the world of  electronic, and 
for many they are considered living 
legends. Tobias began his career in 
the early 80s, using the pseudonym 
Pink Elln, and went on a long musical 
path from pop to clubbing, to an ex-
perimental and generally unqualified 
classification. Uwe Schmidt, better 
known as Atom, has a similar musical 
background, and is known for his work 
under the pseudonym Senor Coconut, 
plus a dozen others. The pair met in 
1986, when they lived in Frankfurt, 
and has since manifested itself  in the 
form of  improvised live performances. 
Catch them live in Kyiv this spring at 
legendary venue Closer.

 call for information 
 closerkiev

Ahmet Kilic (TU)
 21 April at 23.00
 Indigo Project (Kudryashova 3)
 call to check
 +380 44 500 0011

Fritz For Funk (DE), Jagervibes21  
 27 April at 22.00
 Regenschirm (Horyva 25) 
 click to check
 regenschirmclub 

Police Control 
 27 April at 23.00
 Shooters (Moskovska 22)
 ladies FREE, gents 150 UAH
 ShootersKiev

Feel the Drumz: D’N’B Party vol 5 
 28 April at 22.00
 Barbara Bar (Sichovykh Striltsiv 37-41)
  FREE 
 BarBarbara37

Alex Savage, Ponura, Sasha Zlykh
 29 April at 22.00
 Regenschirm (Khoryva 25)

Admission before 01.00 150UAH, 
 200 UAH 
 regenschirmclub

Loffler  
(DE, electronic) & Secret Guest

 12 May at 23.00
 Secret Place
 400 UAH
 concert.ua 

Residents Night
 12 May at 23.55
 Closer (Nizhneurkovskaya 31) 
 before 02.00 250 UAH after 330 UAH 
 closerkiev
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Art & Family | 15 April – 15 May 2018

Vona
Exhibition of  art works by Daryna 
Mykytyuk

 Until 25 April
 Nebo Art Gallery (Dragomyrova 14)
 Free
 FB neboartgallery

Archeology of  Speedways
Exhibition of  archeological findings from 
near Krakow

 Until 24 April
 National Art Museum (Hrushevskoho 6)
 10-40 UAH
 namu.kiev.ua

Mountain Palace
Exhibition of  classical Chinese land-
scapes of  the 18-20th  centuries

 Until 13 May
 Khanenko Art Museum (Tereshchenkivska 15)
 6-50 UAH
 khanenkomuseum.kiev.ua

Zoopathy
Exhibition of  graphic works by Serhiy 
Kaydak

 Until 21 April
 Shcherbenko Art Centre (Mykhaykivska 22v)
 Free
 shcherbenkoartcentre.com

FASHION SHOW
Exhibition of  graphic works by 
Vlada Ralko

 12 April – 13 May
 Voloshyn Gallery (Tereshchenkivska 13)

Vlada Ralko, one of  Ukraine’s most 
prominent expressionist artists, once 
did several drawings for a fashion mag-
azine. The theme excited her so much 
she created a series of  works address-
ing  the interrelations between fashion 
and human bodies. Often provocative 
and rough in her works, Ralko shows 
with irony how female bodies are made 
to fit the ideals of  the fashion industry.

 FREE
 voloshyngallery.art

SVIZHYNA
Exbition of  paintings by Vladyslav 
Shereshevsky

 12 – 22 April
 National Artist’s House (Sichovykh Striltsiv 1-5)

Vlad Shereshevsky is probably the most 
ironic modern Ukrainian artist – he often 
adds short notes to his works to suggest 
a possible understanding or just for fun. 
Take for instance the name of  this exhibi-
tion – from Ukrainian it can be translat-
ed as ‘fresh meat’, likely highlighting the 
selection of  fresh works he is presenting. 
His artistic skill and distinctive technique 
is truly high ranking, which makes Shere-
shevsky one of  the most interesting and 
in-demand painters of  our time.

 shereshevsky.vladyslav

Experience Da Vinci 
Exhibition of  machines from the draw-
ings of  Da Vinci

 2-30 April at 11.00-19.00
 VDNH (7 pavilion, Hlushkova 1)
 140-200 UAH
 goo.gl/ZrXF3K

COLORFUL GAMES
Theatre performance for kids 

 19 and 20 April at 11.00 and 16.00
 Dakh Theatre (V Vasylkivska 136)

Taking a toddler to a theatre performance 
sounds a little dangerous, we know. But 
don’t despair – not all shows are created 
equal. The Colorful Games interactive 
performance created in cooperation with 
Dakh Theatre here in Kyiv and Danse-
ma Theatre from Lithuania have got you 
covered. The idea is simple – the space 
is filled with colorful objects and kids 
are absolutely free to explore and move 
around with the shapes, the actors, and 
express their own emotions!

 150 UAH
 goo.gl/Hqn9fu

TULIP TIME
Exhibition of  Tulips

 20 April – 27 May from 10.00-21.00
 Spivoche Pole (Lavrska 33)

We all know Amsterdam is the city of  
tulips, but this year, Kyiv too can com-
pete! From 20 April, Spivoche Pole park 
will showcase 3 700 square metres of  
planted tulip compositions. Bring your 
whole family here – a 
70-metre tubing hill, 
hand made fair mar-
ket, a riding park for 
kids, and many other 
activities will ensure a 
joyful weekend. 

 25-50 UAH

Flashback.  
Ukrainian media-art of  the 1990s
Exhibition of  media art

 Until 6 May
 Mystetsky Arsenal (Lavrska 10-12)
 30-60 UAH
 artarsenal.in.ua 

Pinchuk Art Centre Prize
Exhibition of  shortlisted artists
and solo exhibition of  works by Dineo 
Seshee Bopape (Future Generation Art 
Prize Winner 2017)

 Until 13 May
 Pinchuk Art Centre  

(V Vasylkivska/Baseyna 1/3-2)
 Pinchukartcentre.org

Check out the 
video here: 

Buratino’s Adventures
Musical for kids

 18 and 21 April at 12.00 and 14.00
 Kyiv Municipal Theatre of  opera and ballet 

for kids (Mezhyhirska 2)
 50-90 UAH
 www.musictheatre.kiev.ua

From Idea to Shape
Practical art for teenagers 

 28 April at 12.00
 National Art Museum (Hrushevskoho 6)
 90 UAH
 goo.gl/HVp11E

Pysanka Art Festival
 16 April-22 April
 Sofiyska and Mykhaylivska square
 Free
 folkukraine.com 

Retro Cruise
Retro festival and bicycle run

 12 May at 12.00
 Saksahanskoho 97
 220 UAH
 Registration required: goo.gl/forms/

I7tUw58PZuVIWixi1 

http://www.facebook.com/neboartgallery
http://shcherbenkoartcentre.com/
https://goo.gl/Hqn9fu
http://www.musictheatre.kiev.ua/
https://goo.gl/HVp11E
http://folkukraine.com/
https://goo.gl/forms/I7tUw58PZuVIWixi1
https://goo.gl/forms/I7tUw58PZuVIWixi1
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Live Music | 15 April – 15 May 2018

Therion (SE, symphonic metal)
 15 April at 19.00
 Atlas (Sichovykh Striltsiv 37-41)
 740-1 600 UAH
 Atlas37

Ghostemane (US, hip-hop)
 18 April at 20.00
 Closer (Nyzhnoiurkivska 31)
 890 UAH 
 closerkiev

Abbath (NO, black metal)
 18 April at 19.00 
 Atlas (Sichovykh Striltsiv 37-41)
 720-1 600 UAH
 Atlas37

Boombox (funk rock)
 20 April at 20.00
 Atlas (Sichovykh Striltsiv 37-41)
 499-2 199 UAH
 Atlas37

Nino Katamadze (GE, soul, jazz)
 20 April at 19.00
 International Centre of  Culture and Arts 

(Nebesnoi Sotni Alley 1)
 400-2 500 UAH
 icca.kiev.ua

A SHOT IN THE VOID
Obradovic-Tixier duo (FR-HR, jazz)

 20 April at 20.00
 32 Jazz Club (Vozdvizhenskaya 32)

Despite the fact that this young duet 
was created only two years ago, the two 
have already managed to perform in 15 
countries and take part in a number of  
music competitions. French pianist Da-
vid Tixier and Croatian drummer Lada 
Obradovic bring a fresh look to musical 
acoustics. Their musical variety depicts 
eclectic forms of  compositions that hold 
the attention of  the listener, while intri-
cate harmonies complement. It’s worth a 
listen, as the duo does not play on phys-
ical instruments, but on the edge of  cul-
tural perception.

 800 UAH 
 bar32.kiev.ua

GEORGIAN SONGSTRESS 
Nino Katamadze (GE, soul, jazz)

 20 April at 19.00
 International Centre of  Culture and Arts 

(Nebesnoi Sotni Alley 1)
The powerful and wholly feminine voice 
of  Nino Katamadze can be distinguished 
from thousands of  others by a single 
sound. At the same time, the candor of  
her songs and heartfulness of  her sound 
compels listeners to depths of  their inner 
emotions. Performing together with jazz 
ensemble Insight, her newest and most re-
cent in a long line of  coloured albums, Yel-
low, features this evening. Come and enjoy 
the ethnic sounds of  a great musician!

 400-2 500 UAH
 icca.kiev.ua

SIGNS OF SPRING
Bloom Twins (UK, pop)

 12 May at 19.00
 Bel’Etage (Shota Rustaveli 16a)

London-based duet and twin sisters 
Anna and Sofia Kuprienko make mu-
sic that makes you want to fall in love. 
Born in Ukraine, the girls harmonious-
ly complement each other with their 
voice and musical style, which they call 
“dark pop”. The Bloom Twins attract-
ed attention early in their career and 
have since toured with such artists as 
Duran Duran, OneRepublic, LP, and 
Seal. Moreover, they have recorded in 
the same studio as Amy Winehouse.  
The girls will please Kyiv listeners with 
tracks old and new, including their 
newest release from February of  this 
year, She’s Not Me.

 300-1 199 UAH
 etage.kiev.ua

Ingrid Arthur (US, funk, soul)
 20 April at 20.00
 Bel’Etage (Shota Rustaveli 16a)
 300-600 UAH
 etage.kiev.ua

Thomas Mraz (RU, hip-hop)
20 April at 20.00

 Bingo (Pr Pobedy 112)
 350-600 UAH
 bingo.ua

Machete (pop, rock)
 21 April at 20.30
 Caribbean Club (Symona Petlyury 4)
 450-2 600 UAH
 caribbean.com.ua

Dark Acoustic Festival (rock, indie)
 21 April at 18.00
 Teplyiy Lampoviy (Hlybochytska 72)
 300 UAH
 tepliy.lampoviy

Vopli Vidopliassova (rock)
 22 April at 19.00
 Freedom Event Hall (Kyrylivska 134)
 300-1 000 UAH
 freedomhall.com.ua

I am waiting for you last summer 
(RU, indie, post rock)

 22 April at 19.00
 Atlas (Sichovykh Striltsiv 37-41)
 180-400 UAH
 Atlas37

Scriptonite (RU, rap)
 27 April at 20.00 
 Stereo Plaza (Lobanovskyi 119)
 700-2 600 UAH
 stereoplaza.com.ua

Dai dorogu! (BY, rock)
 29 April at 19.00
 Atlas (Sichovykh Striltsiv 37-41)
 200-400 UAH
 Atlas37

Thirty Seconds to Mars (US, rock, 
post-grunge) 

 30 April at 20.00 
 Palace of  Sport (Sportyvna Pl 1) 
 1100-4 500 UAH 
 https://goo.gl/dYD2RJ

http://www.etage.kiev.ua/
http://www.etage.kiev.ua/
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100 YEARS OF MEN ON STAGE
Men in Motion (UK, ballet project)

 28 April at 19.00
 National Opera of  Ukraine (Volodymyrska 50)

Men in Motion premiered five years 
ago at Sadler’s Wells in London, and it 
has been a stunning success both with-
in and beyond the UK ever since. The 
project explores the significant role men 
have played in developing dance over 
the past 100 years, where dancers pay 
tribute to the outstanding masters of  the 
past. Ukrainian-born former Royal Ballet 
principal Ivan Putrov is the brains behind 
the project, and he is joined on stage by 
Daniel Proietto (Norwegian National Bal-
let), Marian Walter (Staatsballett Berlin), 
Alessandro Staiano (Teatro San Carlo 
in Naples), Denys Cherevychko (Wiener 
Staatsballett) and other international bal-
let superstars.

 200-3 500 UAH 
 www.kiev.karabas.com

HYMN TO A WOMAN 
The Witch Trial (IT, play)

 27 April at 19.00 
 International Centre of  Culture and Arts  

(Nebesnoi Sotni 1)
Starring well-known Italian actors Ornella Muti and Michele 
Placido, this play tells the true story of  a darker time when be-
ing a wise and beautiful woman was to be in grave danger. In 
1428, Matteuccia di Francesco, an alleged nun, was put on tri-
al in the medieval city of  Todi. The tribunal, headed by the In-
quisitor, found her guilty of  practising sorcery and condemned 
her to be burned at the stake. Her case is one of  Europe’s ear-
liest complete accounts of  witchcraft that 
has survived until now. Matteuccia became 
a symbol of  women’s independence and 
dignity, a heroine who died for love. The 
performance is presented in original lan-
guage with simultaneous interpretation.

 550-3 850 UAH
 www.kiev.karabas.com

Theatre/Classical Music | 15 April – 15 May 2018

Check out the 
video here: 

Check out the 
video here: 

Sport/Film/Festivals | 15 April – 15 May 2018

Lubomyr Melnyk 
Canadian composer and the world’s fastest 
pianist of  Ukrainian origin

 17 April at 20.00
 Kinopanorama (Shota Rustaveli 19) 
 200-600 UAH 
 www.concert.ua

FOR A NOBLE CAUSE 
Charity Viennese Ball (UA, two 
events – for adults and children)

 21 and 22 April at 16.00 and 20.00
 Column Hall of  Kyiv’s City State Administration 

(Khreschatyk 36)
In late May, the UEFA Champions 
League Final will take place in Ukraine. 
In the run-up to this international 
event, the capital will host the glamor-
ous Charity Viennese Ball, which will 
focus on the sporting achievements of  
Ukrainians, including Paralympic ath-
letes. World-famous celebrities and ath-
letes will present auction lots and exclu-
sive prizes, and the event will certainly 
include a sumptuous feast enhanced 
with gorgeous attire, classical music, 
performances by Austrian and national 
opera and ballet stars, fantastic 3D, and 
culinary shows.

 3 000 – 12 000 UAH (adults) 
 1 200 – 5 000 UAH (children)
 www.vienneseball.com.ua

Vienna Spring. Maestro Kurt Schmid
Featuring Kyiv Metropolis Orchestra

 19 April at 19.00
 International Centre of  Culture and Arts 

(Nebesnoi Sotni 1)
 100-790 UAH
 www.parter.ua

The Fight Club. Full Engagement 
Quest-show, game-performance 

 20, 28 April at 15.30, 18.00
 Platforma Art Factory (Bilomorska 5)
 399 UAH
 www.kiev.karabas.com

Orchestra Battle. Live Musical Show
National Academic Orchestra of  Folk 
Instruments vs Odesa City Orchestra 

 21 April at 19.00
 October Palace (Nebesnoi Sotni 1)
 250-950 UAH 
 www.kiev.karabas.com

 
Spring Promenade
Kyiv Chamber Orchestra

 21 April at 18.00
 St Katherine’s Church (Lyuteranska 22)
 99 UAH
 GoClassicConcert 

Hamster Saga
Family comedy  

 22 April at 19.00
 ProEnglish Theatre Hub (Smolenska 3)
 150 UAH
 www.proenglishtheatre.com

Light Souls, Dekru Quartet
New art of  pantomime

 22 April at 19.00
 Palace Ukraine (V Vasylkivska 103)
 200-550 UAH
 quartetDEKRU 

Gay Parade, Wild Theatre
Comedy about tariffs and stereotypes 

 26 April at 20.00
 Mala Opera, art space (Dehtyarivska 5) 
 100-250 UAH 
 malaopera 

 
Interstellar Musical Show
France’s Biggest Organ in Kyiv 

 26 April, 3 May at 19.30
 Kyiv Planetarium (V Vasylkivska 57/3) 
 150-300 UAH 
 www.planet.org.ua

Dance Marathon, 24-Hour Non-
Stop 
Over 500 participants 

 28, 29 April from 18.00 to 18.00
 Parkovy Congress Exhibition Centre  

(Parkova Road 16a)
 400 UAH 
 www.kiev.karabas.com

Class Act: East-West
Five plays written by teenagers

 9 May at 19.00 
 Actor Theatre (V Zhytomyrska 40)
 100-250 UAH 
 www.teatr-aktor.kiev.ua

Swan Lake 
Featuring world ballet stars Matthew Gold-
ing and Natalia Matsak 

 15 May at 19.00
 National Opera of  Ukraine 

(Volodymyrska 50)
 120-2 690 UAH 
 www.opera.com.ua

http://www.kiev.karabas.com
http://www.kiev.karabas.com
http://www.concert.ua
http://www.vienneseball.com.ua
http://www.parter.ua
http://www.kiev.karabas.com
http://www.kiev.karabas.com
http://www.proenglishtheatre.com
http://www.planet.org.ua/
http://www.kiev.karabas.com
http://www.teatr-aktor.kiev.ua
http://www.opera.com.ua
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Sport/Film/Festivals | 15 April – 15 May 2018

Dynamo Kyiv – Ukrainian Premier 
League Football

 22 April @ Veres Rivne
 29 April @ Vorskla Poltava
 5 May vs FC Mariupol
 13 May @ Zorya Luhansk
 Dynamo Stadium (Hrushevskoho 3)
 35 – 400 UAH
 fcdynamo.kiev.ua/en

Dynamo Kyiv – Ukrainian Cup 
Football – Semi-Final

 18 April @ SC Dnipro-1
 Dnipro Arena (Dnipro)
 35 – 300 UAH 
 fcdynamo.kiev.ua/en

Tennis – Ukraine Cup 2018
30 April – May 6

 Science Club (Verdansky 32)
 ftu.org.ua

HE SHOOTS, HE SCORES!
U18 World Hockey Championships 
in Kyiv

 14 – 20 April
 Kyiv Palace of  Sports (Sportyvna Pl 1)

Ukraine’s future hockey stars are set to 
take on the national teams from Austria, 
Hungary, Italy, Japan, and Romania at the 
IIHF under-18 world hockey champion-
ships division 1B this month. The third-tier 
tournament will see the winner promot-
ed to division 1A next year, while the los-
er will be relegated to division 2A. Head 
coach Oleh Igantiev recently announced 
Ukraine’s roster, which will be led by for-
wards Denis Arkhipenko (Wilkes-Barre/
Scranton Knights, ECHL, USA), Alexan-
der Peresunko (Boston Jr. Bruins, NCDC, 
USA), and goalkeeper Arthur Oganzhan-
yan (Boch Militia, U18, USA). In addition 
to the hockey, there will be an outdoor fan 
zone with musical and other entertainment.

 50 – 200 UAH 
 www.iihf.com

Ukraine’s Schedule
 14 April vs Japan
 15 April vs Austria
 17 April vs Hungary
 18 April vs Italy
 20 April vs Romania

Chef ’s Week
 16-22 April
 Beef  (Shota Rustaveli 11)
 Restoweek.com.ua 

Sport Fest UA
 20-21 April
 Toronto-Kyiv Centre (V Vasylkivska 100)
 sportfestua.org 

Vsi Svoi – Your Room
 21-22 April
 D12 (Desyatyna 12)
 FREE 
 vsi.svoi

Nova Poshta Kyiv Half  Marathon
 21-22 April
 M Kontraktova Pl 
 kyivhalfmarathon.org

Connections International 
Architecture Festival

 21-22 April
 Lavra Gallery (Lavrska 9)
 festival.canactions.com

Ready to Race Season Opening 
 22 April at 11.00
 Chaika (Antonova 2)
 150 UAH
 readytorace.com.ua 

Nalyvka Fest
 12-13 May
 Lavra Gallery (Lavrska 9)
 70 UAH 
 Concert.ua 

Retro Cruise
 12 May at 12.00
 Saksahanskoho 97
 220 UAH 
 www.retrocruise.com.ua

A MOVING HISTORY
Nato Night
20, 23-24 April
Institute of  International Relations  
(Melnykova 36/1)
To dispel some of  the myths and stere-
otypes people might have about NATO, 
students within the Faculty of  History at 
Shevchenko University in cooperation 
with the NATO Information and Docu-
mentation Centre in Kyiv, have prepared 
a historical reenactment project. NATO 
Night aims to provide the Ukrainian 
public with an unbiased view about the 
alliance, reasons that led to its creation, 
and relations with countries of  the War-
saw Pact – particularly the Soviet Union, 
between the years 1949-1990 in a creative 
and entertaining way.

 Registration is necessary:
 NATOinUkraine

You Were Never Really Here
A traumatised veteran, unafraid of  vio-
lence, tracks down missing girls for a living.

 15-22 April at 15.00 and 21.00
 Kinopanorama (Shota Rustaveli 19)
 50-80 UAH
 www.kinopanorama.com.ua

David Bowie Is
A documentary tour of  the ground-break-
ing exhibition

 22 April at 15.00
 Kiev Kino (V Vasylkivska 19)
 www.kievkino.com.ua

Exhibition On Screen: Cézanne – 
Portraits Of  A Life
A unique exhibition of  Paul Cézanne’s 
portraits on screen

 18 April at 19.30
 Megaplex Skymall (Stepana Bandery 2t)
 190 UAH
 www.multiplex.ua

National Theatre Live: Cat On A 
Hot Tin Roof
Live theatrical production of  the play by 
Tennessee Williams

 25 April at 19.30
 Megaplex Skymall (Stepana Bandery 2T)
 190 UAH
 www.multiplex.ua

Kyiv International Short Film Festival
 25-29 April at 20.00
 Ykraina Theatre (Horodetskoho 5)
 kino-ukraina.com.ua 

BRITISH THEATRE IN CINEMA
In original language with Ukrainian subtitles

 1 May at 19.00 
Lady Windermere’s Fan by Classic Spring

 8 May at 19.00 –
Julius Ceasar by The Bridge Theatre

 Kiev Kino (V Vasylkivska 19)
 190 UAH
 www.kievkino.com.ua 

ENGLISH MOVIES IN 
KINOPANORAMA
Study English while watching films in English.

 Every Tuesday & Thursday at 
15.00 and 21.00

 Every Saturday & Sunday at 15.00
 Kinopanorama (Shota Rustaveli 19)
 50-80 UAH
 www.kinopanorama.com.ua 

TUESDAY EVENINGS AT CINEMA CITI
English language movies show every 
Tuesday at Cinema Citi in Ocean Plaza. 
New and old titles alike feature. Popcorn 
+ the silver screen = a good outing.
Every Tuesday at 19.00

 Cinema Citi (Ocean Plaza, Antonovycha 176)
 120 UAH
 www.cinemaciti.ua

http://www.iihf.com
http://festival.canactions.com/en
http://zhovten-kino.kiev.ua/films/tebe-nikoli-tut-ne-bulo-in-English
http://www.kinopanorama.com.ua
http://www.kievkino.com.ua
http://www.multiplex.ua
http://www.kievkino.com.ua
http://www.kinopanorama.com.ua
http://www.cinemaciti.ua


20  What’s On    Issue 8   15 April - 15 May 2018

What’s Ahead

Artem Nikitin

STRICHKA IS A 24-HOUR AVANT-GARDE ELECTRONIC MUSIC FESTIVAL THAT, IN ITS FIFTH YEAR, IT NOW 
FEATURES MORE THAN 30 WORLD-CLASS ARTISTS, SIX DANCE FLOORS AND PROMISES A FULL-BODY 
SENSORY DANCE EXPERIENCE. IT HAS GENERATED CONSIDERABLE BUZZ IN ITS SHORT LIFE. AS AN ONLINE 
MUSIC MAGAZINE AND COMMUNITY PLATFORM DEDICATED TO SHOWCASING ELECTRONIC MUSIC, 
ARTISTS, AND EVENTS ACROSS THE GLOBE, RESIDENT ADVISOR HAS LISTED THE EVENT IN ITS TOP 10. IT IS 
BEING HELD HERE IN KYIV, AND IT IS BECKONING

Industrial Sound Ecstasy

The Strichka Festival will be held on 19 
May at the old ribbon factory that gives it its 
name. Founded 100 years ago, the industri-
al machines have long since been replaced 
by DJ equipment, and the old factory now 
lays on progressive audio performances in 
various genres. The club is known as Clos-
er, and the street on which it is located has 
become a synonym for the acid raves of  the 
80s/90s. At that time, there was a new era 
of  electronic music evolution, related to the 
accessibility of  synthesisers. It is noteworthy 
many youngsters are so enthusiastic about 
this place they have tattoos with the name 
of  the street – Nyzhneyurkovskaya 31. 
Don’t be put off if  grey hairs are starting to 
show: regardless of  age, being in this place 
is like being part of  one big family.

MULTIPLE STAGES
The festival begins at 21.00 on the open-
air stage called ‘The Yard’, accompanied 
by a breathtaking visual show. Kyiv-based 
project Friedensreich will be the first to 
play. Following, founder of  the Kompakt 
label Wolfgang Voight will perform with 
his ambient GAS project. In addition, au-
diences will be treated to Boris Divider be-
fore the festival transitions to a new level. 
From midnight, Strichka will open another 
four platforms, which will host music acts 
until 09.00, along with those playing in 

‘The Yard’. House beasts Phil Weeks and 
DJ Sneak, outrageous French trio dOP 
and Kyiv producer Tropical Echobird will 
pack the Closer dance floor. In the Mez-
zanine space, Norwegian disco proponent 
Prins Thomas will mix sounds, and on the 
Third Floor the atmosphere will be driv-
en by fresh techno from the co-creators of  
the festival – Nastia and Luke Slater from 
the UK. In addition, Vladimir Inkovic will 
perform alongside other artists in the un-
derground platform Otel`.
At 09.00 the Lesnoy Prichal dance floor 
will open, which will host an after-party 
in the open air. Here you can listen to live 
music from Ion Ludwig and residents of  
Closer Noizar & Borys. And be aware this 
is not close to the full lineup, but a sample 
of  artists who will perform.

BEGINNINGS
What’s On did manage to track down a 
couple of  musicians who will perform at the 
festival – Ukrainian DJ, Nastia, who was one 
of  the best DJs in 2016 according to MixMag; 
and French house purist Phil Weeks. 
Anastasia Topolskaya (Nastia) is the inspira-
tion behind Strichka. Five years ago, she de-
cided to celebrate her birthday with friends 
who worked with Closer, with various mu-
sicians on the invite list. Today, the festival 
has become a significant music event for 
the country. In her opinion, the Ukrainian 
techno scene has reached a completely new 
level and the whole club culture is experi-
encing unprecedented progress. On the 
question of  where in the world is the most 
“authentic” electronica she confidently an-
swers – “in Iceland”. Among the best repre-
sentatives of  western Europe techno Nastia 
throws out names like Stanislav Tolkachev, 
Buttechno, and Juras Lietus. “Strichka is 
representative of  the long-awaited and free 
summer with modern and diverse music. 
This is a real celebration,” she says.

A QUICK TOKE
Before he begins speaking, Phil Weeks 
asks for a little pause to roll a joint. At the 
festival, he will present “pure house mu-
sic” with soft grooves of  the 90s and early 
2000s. Such musicians as Derrick Carter, 
Mark Farina, DJ Diz, DJ Rasoul, Mood 2 
Swing, J Dilla, Cajmere, and Romanthony 
inspire him. He explains that he does not 
like to experiment, rather to innovate. “The 
best parties are held in South America, spe-
cifically in Argentina and Peru. There are 
people there who really love what I do and 
understand music. Although, comparing 
European parties to those in the Americas, 
for example, is difficult,” he says.

In addition to the top-shelf  music prom-
ised on 19 May, the organisers of  Strichka 
also promise a food court where you can 
find healthy eats, as well as several bars, 
and a teahouse. You’re going to need all 
the replenishment you can get – for this 
party rolls on into dawn.

The Ukrainian techno scene 
has reached a completely 
new level and the whole 
club culture is experiencing 
unprecedented progress

Strichka Festival 2018
 19 May at 21.00
 Closer (Nyzhneyurkovskaya 31)
 890 UAH
 CloserKiev

* Only 2 500 tickets will be sold!
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STREET FOOD IN ITS PRIME
Ulichnaya Eda: Cheat Meal

 1-3 June
 Platforma Art-zavod (Bilomorskaya 1A)

Ulichnaya Eda festivals are events for real 
food connoisseurs, with a different theme 
or spotlight on the most unusual street-food 
vendors every time they open the gates. The 
opening of  this season is no different with 
tacos and burritos, barbequed sweet corn, a 
huge grill zone, dozens of  types of  hummus, 
plus lots more to celebrate the beginning of  
the long-waited summer. Get ready to cheat 
on your diet – don’t worry, we won’t tell.

 75 UAH
 artzavodplatforma
 ulichnayaeda.com.ua

BOOKS FOR ALL
Book Arsenal

 30 May – 3 June
 Mystetskiy Arsenal (Lavrska 10-12)

Book Arsenal is known as one of  the key 
cultural events in Kyiv. Attracting more 
than 50 000 visitors to Mystetskiy Arsenal 
on an annual basis, it’s not just the books 
people are interested in. The five-day 
program includes public forums, lectures, 
art exhibitions, concerts, theatre perfor-
mances, and more. Usually hosted by 
several world-famous writers, be sure to 
mark the dates in your calendar – you’ll 
want to be a part of  it.

 artarsenal.in.ua

EUROPE’S COMING
Champions League Finals 
Coming to Kyiv

 24 May at Dynamo’s Lobanovskyi Stadium 
(Hrushevskoho 3)

 26 May at Olympic Stadium (V Vasilkyvska 55)
Kyiv is set to host the best club football 
teams in Europe in May as both the men’s 
and women’s UEFA Champions League 
finals come to the Ukrainian capital. The 
men’s final will be held at Olympic Sta-
dium on 26 May and will feature power-
house teams Spain’s Real Madrid, Italy’s 
Roma, Germany’s Bayern Munich, or 
England’s Liverpool. The women’s final 
will be held at Dynamo’s Lobanovskyi 
Stadium on 24 May and will see teams 
such as England’s Chelsea and Manches-
ter City, Germany’s VfL Wolfsburg, or 
France’s Lyon. There will be plenty of  
entertainment to accompany the football 
action, including the official Champions 
Festival on Khreschatyk from 24-26 May. 
With free entrance, you’ll be able to grab 
a photo with one of  the event trophies, 
enjoy some world-class entertainment, 
or even see the world-famous Klitshcko 
brothers show what they’re made of  in 
a ‘Legends Game’ on 26 May. As of  yet, 
there is no public area to watch the game, 
so be sure to reserve a table early at your 
favourite restaurant if  don’t get tickets to 
the match.

 www.uefa.com/uefachampionsleague/
season=2018/final

VOICE OF THE NATION
Okean Elzy (rock)

 24 August at 20.00
 Olympic Stadium (V Vasylkivska 55) 

Though Ukraine’s best and most well-
known rockers have taken a break from 
performing live this year, they will come 
together for a show to end all shows this 
Ukrainian Independence Day on 24 Au-
gust. Rightly considered the voice of  the 
Ukrainian nation, evermore established 
during the Revolution of  Dignity, their 
songs, music, and energy is infectious. 
Come and sing along this 24 August at 
Kyiv’s Olympic Stadium – there is no 
better way to celebrate Ukraine on this 
momentous occasion!

 550-950 UAH
 okeanelzy.com/en/billboard

SMOOTH SOUNDS 
Morcheeba (UK, trip-hop)

 21 May at 19.00
 International Centre of  Culture and Arts 

(Nebesnoi Sotni Alley 1)
This world-famous trio flies into Kyiv 
next month to the delight of  Ukrainian 
fans of  their electronic trip-hop down-
tempo sound. Performing pieces from 
new album Blaze Away, the unhurried 
rhythm of  their songs, the charming 
vocals, the scratch sound effects with an 
intersperse here and there of  the sax has 
the aftertaste of  a smooth Scotch. With 
10 million records sold so far, don’t take 
our word for it – grab a ticket and take in 
this musical cocktail for yourself. 

 649 – 3 599 UAH
 icca.kiev.ua

SOVIET + MODERN 
Kyiv Art Week

 18-27 May
 Toronto-Kyiv Hall (V Vasylkivska 100)

The annual Kyiv Art Week is a large-
scale event called to present a variety 
of  Ukrainian art alongside some of  the 
best samples of  foreign contemporary 
art. This year, the festival theme looks to 
integrate old soviet objects into modern 
city landscapes, a reconstructed piece of  
the Wall of  Memory – a monument cre-
ated by Ada Rybachuk and Volodymyr 
Melnychenko in Baykove cemetery – is 
the highlight. In 1982, this unique mon-
ument was covered in concrete thanks to 
the unappreciative Communist regime. 
Thank goodness some things change. 

 50 UAH
 www.kyivartweek.com 

DREAMS THAT LAST FOR CENTURIES
Sleeping Beauty (UA, premiere, 
modern ballet)

 23 May at 19.00 
 Ivan Franko Ukrainian Drama Theatre 

(Ivana Franka 3)
Enjoy another audacious take on a classic 
tale staged by Kyiv Modern Ballet. Sleeping 
Beauty, a joint Ukrainian-Swiss project, will 
add to their repertoire of  Swan Lake and 
The Nutcracker. Both Tchaikovsky’s music 
and the earlier version of  the story penned 
by Neapolitan Giambattista Basile in 1634 
inspired charismatic choreographer Radu 
Poklitaru to create something outstanding. 
A smooth blend of  reality and magic un-
ravels an inspiring legend to remind spec-
tators of  the true values in life. Of  course, 
the plot is slightly changed – a young king 
finds his sleeping sweetheart not in 100 
years, but in 800 years. You’ll have to get a 
ticket to find out the rest. 

 90 – 1 200 UAH 
 kmbtheatre 
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Serzh Velichanskyi

What’s On Means Business

We’ve seen the shows on TV and on You-
Tube; the best-known examples are Whose 
Line is it Anyway and Improv-a-ganza. These 
shows, and others like them, bring excite-
ment and entertainment, and we may 
sometimes be amazed by the on-the-spot 
creativity of  the actors. The question is, if  
they can do it, can we? The answer  – a 
resounding YES!

ORIGINS OF IMPROV
Improvised comedy (Improv) became pop-
ular about 40 years ago, as an evolution 
in comedy entertainment. But it has also 
became a useful experience for anyone 
pursuing an acting career. So why would 
people who have no intention of  becom-
ing actors want to get in on an activity like 
this? Let me tell you.
In the past few years, many articles have 
been written about Improv – the headlines 
tell us what we need to know:
“Three Ways Improv Comedy Can Improve Your 
Listening Skills”
“Why Improv Training Is Great Business Training”
“The Five Principles of  Leadership Improv”
“Four Reasons to Take an Improv Class”

That last title was found in Forbes, and if  it’s 
good enough for that global media goliath, 
then it’s good enough for me!
Here in Kyiv, the first Improv communi-
ty was born back in 2009, with an Eng-
lish-language Improv Club created in 
2017, involving locals and expats alike. 
Since then IT specialists, the top leader of  
a financial institution, a psychotherapist, 
a dentist, a marketing manager, various 
salesmen, the CEO of  a printing compa-
ny, journalists, event hosts and organisers 
are just a few of  the professionals who have 
attended these Improv Club sessions. 
  
IMPROV FOR BUSINESS
There are three key reasons why Improv 
might be of  benefit to you or your compa-
ny. Let me elucidate:
 
1. Using the “Yes, and…” technique 
in the workplace
The main tool of  Improv, which enables 
newcomers to create a funny and mean-
ingful story, is “Yes, and…”. The idea 
is that “Yes” takes on board that which 
another participant initially suggests and 
the “and” is a segue to expand on this 
line of  thinking and develop what’s being 
offered. Used in business, it is effective in 
brainstorming, communication, and en-
courages free thinking. In this way, Improv 
is about finding an effective response to 
unexpected circumstances, so practicing it 
helps you develop a proactive approach to 
life. Whatever challenges you face, use the 
“Yes, and” tool and see how it fosters an 
effective approach to life and business.
 

2. Taking ideas and making them 
better
Many training forums offer tips for brain-
storming sessions, but it’s Improv that de-
velops this skill through practice rather than 
just theoretical knowledge. Improvisers have 
a unique approach to listening and produc-

ing new ideas by allowing these sessions to 
happen in a supportive environment. 

3. Being less afraid to make 
mistakes
Why are we so creative in childhood and 
not so in adult life? As grownups, we have 
developed a fear of  making mistakes and 
in general what others think about us. 
Practicing Improv allows you to relax your 
mind and frees you to access a new level 
of  creativity. Other important benefits 
of  Improv include communication skills, 
overcoming a fear of  public speaking, 
taking yourself  less seriously, being in the 
here and now, and thinking on your feet. 
The key point here is that Improv is about 
building skills important not just for busi-
ness, but everyday life.  

A VISION FOR LIFE
“Life is not just about how much you 
know, but about how well you can use 
what you already know!” It’s for this rea-
son the movement called, #IMPROVision 
– a vision for life, through improvisation, 
was created. This movement offers corpo-
rate clients and their staff the opportunity 
to develop skills in a proactive, enjoyable, 
and beneficial learning atmosphere.
The next up-and-coming seminar – Game 
of  Rules, is an ideal place to get started. 
Achieve effectiveness in business as well as 
in your personal life following the rules of  
Improv. So what are you waiting for? This 
is your opportunity to answer the ultimate 
question: “Yes, and…”!

Improv to Improve
THEY WALK OUT ON STAGE, INTERACT A LITTLE WITH THE AUDIENCE, TAKE IN SUGGESTIONS FOR TOPICS, 

AND, BOOM! – THEY HAVE CREATED A STORY ON THE SPOT, WITHOUT ANY REHEARSAL! IT’S CALLED IMPROV. 
AND IT’S NOT JUST ABOUT FUN AND GAMES ANYMORE, IT’S BEING USED IN BETTER BUSINESS PRACTICE

Game Of  Rules
 18 April at 19.00
 IQ Business Centre (Bolsunovska 13-15)
 300 UAH
 ImprovClub

“Improv is about 
finding an effective 

response to unexpected 
circumstances”
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As an expat visitor to Ukraine, whether 
for business or pleasure, it is important to 
understand the permitted period of  stay. 
Typically, the number of  allowed days in 
country will be stated on your visa (if  in-
deed you need a visa), otherwise it is 90 
days within a 180-day period from the 
date of  arrival (if  visa-free entry applies). 
But what happens should a foreigner 
overstay his visit? Read on. 

OFFICIAL WARNING OR FINE 
An expat who overstays his visit commits 
an administrative offense under Ukraini-
an law! He/she can be issued a warning 

What to expect if  you’ve 
overstayed in Ukraine

of  the violation or can be fined in the 
amount ranging from 510 UAH (approx. 
20 USD) to 850 UAH (approx. 33 USD) 
by officials of  the State Migration Ser-
vice. In addition, a person who played 
host to the expat, shared lodgings with 
him/her, or otherwise aided or facilitat-
ed the individual’s illegal stay can also 
be fined: from 5 100 UAH (approx. 200 
USD) to 8 500 UAH (approx. 327 USD). 
The fine must be paid within 15 days 
from the date of  issue. 
Such a decision may be appealed, how-
ever an appeal must be submitted to the 
authorities which first imposed the fine 
within 10 days of  issue. If  the appeal is re-
jected, the expat must pay the fine within 
15 days upon the date of  receiving the re-
jection. The fine can be paid via any bank 
unless such a fine was imposed by officials 
of  the State Border Service of  Ukraine, 
in which case the fine can be paid on site.

ENTRY BAN
In certain cases, a foreigner may be 
banned from entering Ukraine. Authori-
ties can ban the foreigner from entering 
the country if, during his/her stay in 
Ukraine, that individual did not comply 

with the decision of  the authorities relat-
ed to imposed penalties and/or did not 
pay the fine. The statutory ban period is 
three years. The ban can be appealed to 
the regional department of  the State Bor-
der Service of  Ukraine or to a relevant 
court. Once the fine has been paid, the 
ban will typically be cancelled.

WHAT TO DO?
If  you know that you have exceeded the 
permitted stay in Ukraine, the pragmatic 
solution would be to go to the office of  
the State Migration Service according 
to your place of  residence, report your 
overstay, receive a copy of  the decision on 
imposition of  administrative penalty, and 
pay the fine (if  imposed) within the re-
quired period. Such actions will facilitate 
the process of  passing border control and 
ensure no additional fines from the State 
Border Service. It is also advisable to con-
tract a lawyer who will be able to act on 
your behalf  before the authorities should 
you happen to experience any issues.

WO 2 CENTS
Of  course, the smart thing to do would 
be to follow the rules regarding length of  
stay in the first place…

On 30 March, the American Chamber 
of  Commerce in Ukraine in collabora-
tion with the US Embassy in Ukraine 
and America House had the honour of  
hosting leading global speaker and ex-
ecutive coach on issues surrounding the 
professional advancement of  women – 
Rania Anderson. Eighty business lead-
ers, half  of  whom were men, attended 
the business luncheon, demonstrating 
their interest in making their businesses 
more successful through the inclusion of  

more female leadership. The presenta-
tion and exchange resulted in a fruitful 
discussion and reflection on women in 
the workforce, which then continued into 
the evening and the following day with a 
women’s-only seminar for women in busi-
ness and entrepreneurs.
Throughout the weekend, Anderson used 
her own personal experiences to relate to 
her audience, starting from questioning 
gender parity and why it is critical for suc-
cessful economic advancement, especially 

in emerging economies like Ukraine. In 
fact, research shows that a gender balance 
in the workplace holds enormous poten-
tial for world GDP, and in many places 
this profound social capital remains yet 
untapped. This same idea is something 
Anderson looks at in her book, just re-
cently translated into Ukrainian – Unde-
terred: The Six Success Habits of  Women in 
Emerging Economies.
The weekend ended well with all partic-
ipants undoubtedly coming away with a 
new perspective. What’s On editor Lana 
Niland had the privilege of  attending 
the seminar and was impressed with the 
productive and prolific exchange that 
occurred between many participants 
throughout the event. “We need to be 
aware, to engage, and value the achieve-
ments” of  women, says Anderson, a per-
spective that includes basic rules which 
apply to both sexes and requires little 
investment.
Stay tuned for more great events from ACC.

Promoting 
Business by 
Advancing 
Women

Christi Anne Hofland of  America House Kyiv, Rania Anderson, and 
Iryna Kalmykova of  American Chamber of  Commerce in Ukraine
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What’s All the Fuss

‘In summer 1973, my parents sent me to 
a camp for a month. A 10-year-old boy, 
I was away from home for the first time 
ever. When my dad came to visit me on 
a weekend, he immediately wondered 
if  I had fun there. I told him the truth, 
“One of  the mates called me a yid and 
they all began to beat me. Then a camp 
counsellor came over and asked who 
initiated the fight, and the guys pointed 
at me. They went to the cinema and I 
got detention hours. No, I don’t like it 
here”. My dad advised me to fight back: 
“Get someone’s nose smashed and that’s 
it.” However, on his way back home he 
made a crucial decision that changed our 
lives forever. A year later, in 1974, we left 
the Soviet Union without any idea where 
we would go and what would happen to 
us. Before moving, my parents promised 
to keep correspondence with their best 
friends in Kyiv no matter what. They 
kept their word.
Exodus 1974 is a documentary saga 
that spans 20 years and consists of  let-
ters written by the author’s parents and 
himself. It is a true story about the immi-
gration of  a Jewish family who first went 
to Vienna, then Rome, and finally settled 
down in St Louis, Missouri (US). It is a 
meticulous account of  the minor ob-
stacles and big challenges they faced on 
their journey. Thanks to to their tremen-
dous effort and perseverance, they built 
successful careers and have since enjoyed 
a good reputation in their new mother-
land. An easy and engaging read, these 
memoirs are also of  historical value.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
Alex Frishberg received a B.A. in Eng-
lish language and literature from the 
University of  Missouri and a JD from 
Washington University in St Louis 
School of  Law. Prior to relocating to 
Ukraine in 1991, he practiced at one 
of  the largest law firms in Washing-
ton, DC. Current managing partner 
at Frishberg & Partner, he has written 
several books including Foreigner’s Guide 
to Ukrainian Women and The Steel Barons. 

Exodus 1974 
by Alex Frishberg
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I love how the English language isn’t 
widespread in Ukraine. It means people 
are keeping the Ukrainian language, and 
therefore the culture, alive. Though I’ve 
met many people who speak English, 
there doesn’t seem to be an expectation 
that you know it.
I have an advantage since English is my na-
tive tongue, because it’s so common world-
wide, but I try not to abuse this. My time 
here has shown me it’s possible to live in a 
country where you don’t know the language, 
but it is important to me to learn Ukrainian. 
For how do you truly get to know a country 
if  you can’t speak with the locals?
My friends and I are nowhere near being 
fluent in Ukrainian, but we still manage 
to have intriguing conversations with peo-
ple we meet on our travels. Some things 
are lost in translation, but we still manage 
to get to know them. 
We skip the small talk, and dig deeper, 
because why waste time and effort on 
translating information that doesn’t bring 
us closer to each other? Maybe that’s why 
some of  the closest friends we’ve made in 
Ukraine are those who don’t understand 
English. (Or maybe it’s because they 
don’t get to know our true selves – let’s 
hope it’s the former.)
I haven’t had any negative experiences 
when locals realise I am not fluent in their 
language, though I often draw unwant-

Bats are a regular feature in the capital’s night sky once the weather 
warms. But what happens to them in the cooler winter season? Most 
hibernate. However, a few dozen typically come out of  thier winter 
slumber early each year, mostly because of  human interaction, and 
are in need of  care. Kyiv Animal Rescue Group does exactly what their 
name suggests, and WO was lucky enough to get an invite to meet and 
feed a group of  these little winged creatures before they were released back 
into the wild.
Dressed in a hoodie featuring none other than the Batman symbol when we arrive, “bat-
girl” takes us through her daily evening paces. Bats typically feed on beetles, flies, moths, 
and other insects (they’re really your best summertime friend). However, those living “at 
grandma’s house” are receiving the royal treatment and are treated to live larvae wiggling 
around in a plastic take-out container. The little “flying mice”, as they are called in Ukrain-
ian, take little time to gobble them whole and withhout pretense. As they finish, the bats 
sniff and look around for the next. After three, they’re done, and put into a clean box for a 
little R&R. 
Batgirl has six of  the little creatures under her care this year and says it makes her sad that 
humans don’t take the time to understand that bats such as those found in eastern Europe 
are not dangerous, do not drink blood – like most believe – and are far more frightened of  
you than you are of  them. The advice, if  a bat happens to fly into your home or apartment, 
is to take care: gently usher it out the door or window with a towel.

ed attention to myself  due to my broken 
Ukrainian, or because my friends and I are 
naturally louder speakers than Ukrainians. 
At a restaurant recently, a sesrver told us 
to quiet down; and another time a couple 
came up to us as they were leaving to tell 
us we were too loud. Maybe the man just 
wanted to practise his English, because 
after his wife scolded us in Ukrainian, he 
turned to us and said in English, “Un-
derstand? Bye.” This has immediately 
become one of  our favourite inside jokes.
Even when we try to be discreet, we still 
get caught as English speakers. One of  
the workers at a grocery store in Lutsk 
usually spots my friends and I, insisting 
that when we check out, we go to the 
cashier who knows English. He will take 
us out of  the line we’re in to make this 
happen. It’s kind of  him, but a little over 
the top seeing as you don’t need to be flu-
ent in a language to read the screen with 
the total amount and hand over the cash.
You can learn a lot about yourself  and 
others while living in a country where you 
don’t know the language. You learn confi-
dence, because you’re forced out of  your 
comfort zone, and you learn patience, 
because it takes time to get your point 
across. So whether or not you’re a mas-
ter of  the native language of  the country 
you’re living in, don’t be afraid to be vul-
nerable. You never know the adventures 
you’ll come across by taking a risk. 

Kaitlin Vitt 

FOLLOW KAITLIN AS SHE 
DISCOVERS UKRAINE 

 @kaitlinvitt
 @kaitlinvitt

Language –  
not English –  
is Universal 

Like a Bat out of…Kyiv
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The route starts in Vyhoda and snakes 
through the mountains across the pictur-
esque Mizunka River. For over a century, 
the Carpathian village of  Vyhoda, with 
a population of  3 500 people, has been 
the starting point of  this unique nar-
row-gauge railway. 
Established by Austrian Baron Leopold 
Popper von Podhragy for timber trans-
port, a British and then Polish company 
took control of  the railway following the 
WWI. The Germans stepped in dur-
ing WWII furthering construction to 
achieve its final length of  180 km. With 
the transport of  timber on the wane, the 
railway fell into disrepair, and by 1990, 
it had retracted to a length of  just 135 
km. In 1998, severe floods completely 

washed away more than half  the route.
In 2000, the company founders of  Uni-
plyt decided to reclaim the status of  Vy-
hoda as a timber milling village and set 
up to work on a factory manufacturing 
fiberboard. At that time, only 7 km of  
rails were in any serviceable condition. 
The company managed to renovate 75 
km, and the line has been used as a cargo 
train timber network ever since. In 2003, 
the train added to its rounds a tourist 
option, and renamed the Carpathian 
Tram, it boasts weekly passenger flows 
of  500–700 people. 
Rides for tourists take place every week-
end, with options for the standard 4-hour 
ride from Vyhoda to Dubovyi Kut and 
Mizun Waterfalls, or an 8-hour ride 

All 
Aboard!

GOOD AFTERNOON! WELCOME ABOARD THE 
CARPATHIAN TRAM. MY NAME IS DZVINKA AND I WILL 
BE YOUR GUIDE FOR THE TRIP. LET ME BRIEF YOU ON 
SOME RULES TO BE FOLLOWED WHILE ON THE JOURNEY, 
THE MOST IMPORTANT OF WHICH IS TO LEAVE ALL YOUR 
NEGATIVE THOUGHTS AND EMOTIONS ON THE PLATFORM… 
THIS IS HOW THE TOUR ON THE VYHODA NARROW-GAUGE 
RAILWAY, AKA THE CARPATHIAN TRAM, BEGINS

Find the full story:  
Ukrainer.net

through the moun-
tains. The longer op-
tion starts in Vyhoda 

and passes through 
Shyrkovets, Staryi and 

Novyi Mizun, Dubovui 
Kut, Solotvyno forest, and 

Myndunok.
In April 2016, the former residence of  
Baron Popper was turned into an in-
teractive museum. You are not only 
allowed to touch the exhibits, but are 
advised to do so, as each exposition re-
quires human interaction. Visitors get 
to know the history and nature of  the 
land, in particular the timber processing 
tartak (mill), as well as learn more about 
the life of  the ethnic Boikos who call this 
area home.
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What’s All the Fuss

a different outfit daily, Coco has an 
influence on street style fashion 
more than most world fashion 
companies, inevitably boost-
ing sales for those brands she 
flaunts in her pics (check her 
out at: @coco_pinkprincess. She 
is so adorable we here at WO 
can’t help but troll her feed too!). 
While Elise By Olsen and Coco 
have grown up in completely dif-
ferent cultures, they both belong to the 
group of  Generation Z, also known as 
Post-Millenials. There is no general opin-
ion on the age ranges of  this social group, 
but experts agree that its oldest represent-
atives are currently around age 22. 
In stark contrast to Generation X and even 
Generation Y, who had to adapt to the new 
reality of  social media, Gen Z also known 
as the iGen or digital generation have lit-
erally grown up with smartphones in their 

hands. Social media and internet are an es-
sential part of  life, influencing their self-es-
teem, goals, habits, and certainly the way 
they look. What’s more, social media is a 
place where the youngest generation pre-
fers to find friends and communicate. Led 
by the desire to stand out from the crowd, 
today’s youth pay much more attention to 
fostering their authentiсity, which is one of  

x, y, Z... OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS, THE 
SO-CALLED ‘GENERATION Z’ 
HAS BECOME AN INFLUENTIAL 
COMMUNITY, SETTING TRENDS, 
CREATING VARIOUS NEW 
CULTURES, AND BREAKING DOWN 
STEREOTYPES. CONSIDERED ONLY 
KIDS JUST YESTERDAY, TODAY THEY 
ARE THE BIGGEST CONSUMERS 
ON THE PLANET. BUT WHO IS THIS 
GEN Z AND HOW DOES ONE SPEAK 
THEIR LANGUAGE? 

Among videos recently added on the 
Gucci Youtube channel, a story about 18-
year old Elise By Olsen from Oslo is high-
lighted. Elise By Olsen founded the cul-
ture magazine Recens Paper, back when she 
a just 13, becoming the world’s youngest 
editor-in-chief. With no higher education, 
she currently works as a fashion journal-
ist and lectures around the world. What 
makes her story even more fascinating 
is that Elise By Olsen quit Recens Paper 
when she turned 18, considering herself  
too old for the position, as she could no 
longer “feel” the audience for whom she 
was writing. 
“I am happy when I get followers on Insta-
gram,” says 7-year old Coco from Tokyo. 
With 525k followers on her profile and 
100k likes for each new photo featuring 

the reasons Gen Z 
put so much effort 
into building their 
own personal brand, 

both on the internet 
and in real life. They 

сhoose to be individuals 
rather than the faceless cog 

of  a bigger mechanism. 
For businesses and brands whose audi-
ence include Z representatives, an ac-
tive social media platform is an absolute 
must. According to the research, the digi-
tal generation are so intent on visual con-
tent, catchy videos and photos win their 
attention more than any other method of  
communication.
Z-ers clearly understand they have the 
power to change the world: the majority 
of  those under 22 do not have the same 
prejudices or fears as those from earlier 
generations. They are courageous enough 
to rebel and create – which they do with 
ease. The Gen Z realise that being a suc-
cessful and sought-after specialist doesn’t 
equate to spending years in an office. 
However, they are ready to work to the 
max if  they are really obsessed with what 
they do. Eager to produce something crea-
tive and new makes Gen Z-ers an entranc-
ing social phenomenon: listen to them, al-
low them to express themselves, and don’t 
limit their potential. You will be surprised 
at how much these young bold innovators 
can contribute to the world we live in. 

WHERE TO HANG WITH GEN Z IN 
KYIV THIS MONTH

Cxema
¾ 21 April

 Dovzhenko Film Studios (Pr Peremohy 44)
 cxemapage

Strichka Festival
¾ 19-20 May

 Closer (Nyzhnoiurkivska 31)
 closerkiev

Pictures c/o indie-mag.com

Pictures c/o indie-mag.com
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What’s On the Menu

Anna Azarova

THE WHAT’S ON CHECK LIST
English Menu ü
English-speaking staff ü
Wifi ü
Price $$$$$
WO Rating  

Sprawling over two floors with a sum-
mer terrace and impressive bar, Manu 
is Kyiv’s newest the venue with a strong 
focus on contemporary Peruvian cuisine. 

FEEL THE POWER
The interior aesthetic is an indispensable 
part of  the menu. Natural stone and wood 
of  warm brown, beige, and black colours 
create a special ambiance intensified with 
accents of  golden orange lighting – like 
sunrays. Brick and metal installations dec-
orate the walls and echo the pyramids in 
Peru, cave paintings by ancient Incas, and 
the mysterious Nazca Lines. Chandeliers 
resemble planets rotating around the Sun; 
a throbbing heart, which is an open grill, 
is situated in the upper floor’s dining hall. 
The laconic refined design reflects a con-
nection between Heaven and Earth. This 
is in line with legends about Manu – the 
demi-god who brought civilization to Peru 
and taught people to cultivate the land 
and control universal energy flows.

THEY HAVE THEIR WAY    
Seated at a table near the panoramic win-
dow, we enjoy a view of  the Organ Music 

Manu Therapy
HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED FOOD AS MEDITATION FOR YOUR BODY, MIND, 
AND SOUL? MANU, A HIGH-PROFILE RESTAURANT, MAKES IT POSSIBLE, TAKING 
YOUR NOTION OF CULINARY EXPERIMENTS TO A WHOLE NEW LEVEL. TREAT 
YOURSELF TO WELL THOUGHT-THROUGH EVENING OF CULINARY DELIGHTS 
IN A STUNNING SETTING TO THINK ABOUT YOUR ETERNITY

EDIBLE INVENTORY
Tuna with soy, sesame 
seeds, and shrimp chips 295 UAH 
Guacamole with 
plantain chips 282 UAH
Black cod den Miso 
with aji amarillo – passion 
fruit sauce 950 UAH
Ribeye steak in 
Peruvian style 1400 UAH
Maya Secret dessert 325 UAH
Old Gods cocktail 240 UAH
Dead Conquistador cocktail 280 UAH
TOTAL 3 772 UAH

MANU
 (Velyka Vasylkivska 94)
¾ Monday-Thursday, Sunday 12.00 – 24.00,
¾ Friday, Saturday 12.00 – 02.00

 +380 98 888 2204
 manu.kyiv

MAKE SURE YOU TRY
Ask sommelier Aleksandr to give you a guided tour of  the 
wine chamber boasting a gorgeous selection of  at least 
300 wines from Argentina, Chili, Italy, Spain, South 
Africa, Israel, and other regions. Following his advice, we 
take red Savigny-Les-Beaune from Burgundy, which pairs 
with all our dishes.

House at twilight. Our acquaintance with 
Manu starts with ceviche. This variation 
comprises cubes of  fresh tuna soaked in 
soya sauce. The fish has a firm but ten-
der texture alongside a refreshing flavour 
enhanced by a marinade with a touch of  
bitterness. Sesame seeds add a piquant 
accent to all ingredients. 

Guacamole comes second and en-
tails an artful performance. 

The server puts avoca-
do, salt, red onions, 

red peppers, yellow 
chili pepper sauce, 
and lime juice in 
a stone bowl and 
grinds the compo-

nents to a smooth, 
mild-tasting paste 

with no trace of  pun-
gency. We do it full justice 

by smearing it onto thin banana, shrimp, 
black rice, and batata chips.

Black cod completes our first course. It 
reminds me of  the signature dish I tried 
once in London’s iconic Nobu. Manu, 
however, has its own approach. The cod 
is steeped in miso paste and soya sauce for 
three days. When cooked, we are offered a 
chunk of  white, creamy, and slightly fatty 
fish that has a spectrum of  sweet, salty, and 
sour tastes crowned with caramel notes. 

WINNER TAKES IT ALL 
The party reaches its climax as we order 
Ribeye steak. For this, Manu uses 28-day 
dry-aged beef, properly stored in its spe-
cial chiller and grilled on a three-level 
grid. At the top level, the premium qual-

ity meat is warmed from within. At the 
lower level, it is covered with a brown 
crust. At the middle level, it gets finish-
ing touches – medium rare in our case. 
Both fish-people, we admit the steak wins 
us over. The perfect marbling helps the 
steak stay soft during roasting. We savour 
the delicious contrast between the crispy 
exterior and rich, succulent, melt-in-the-
mouth meat underneath with a slightly 
charred flavour. Sufficient in itself, it re-
quires no additional garnishes. If  you 
wish, you can dip it in spicy tomato sauce, 
and sprinkle it with smoked salt or freshly 
ground black pepper. 
As for dessert, Maya Secret sounds irre-
sistible and looks even better. A multi-lay-
ered masterpiece consists of  coconut sor-
bet, mango sauce, French meringue, and 
passion fruit compote. The blend produc-
es a pleasantly cooling sensation to round 
out the dinner. 

FOR THE ROAD
At Manu, every cocktail has its own sto-
ry worth reading while you wait for your 
order. Served in a skull-styled goblet, the 
Dead Conquistador combines three dif-
ferent rums and suits those relishing in 
trendy sour tastes. In full compliance with 
its name, the Old Gods beverage is based 
on predecessors of  tequila, gin, and rum. 
Its flavour starts at a high note and gradu-
ally evolves into a lingering aftertaste with 
base notes. 
The whole experience feels like we have 
gone downstairs to some dark vault hiding 
forbidden treasure and forgotten idols. As 
a fitting close, we perform a sacred ritual 
and ‘go through our death’ to resurrect 
into a new energy-filled life.     
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like falafel (95 UAH), mutabel (eggplant 
salad – 85 UAH), labneh (cream-cheese 
balls in oil and spices – 95 UAH), and 
so on. Following his advice, we are 
ready for a gastronomic journey. 
The Asian-origin starter muhamma-
ra comes in a jar with slices of  toasted 
bread. It is a puree-like dish made of  
ground nuts, sweet pepper, onions, and 
spices drizzled with olive oil. Tender in 
texture and rich and pickle-like in taste, 
it’s an excellent companion to a drink 
and lazy talk. Next come smorrebrods – 
Danish-style open sandwiches. Served on 
slices of  dark bread, one has salmon, avo-
cado, and green salad with a touch of  tar-
tar sauce, another – beautifully set mounds 
of  hummus and slices of  cucumber. I note 
with satisfaction that Barcode’s hummus is 
as good as my own home-made. 

SETTING THE MOOD
Sitting by the window, we watch the 
evening descend slowly on the city and 
the lights go dim inside and outside. The 
music gets a little louder and tall candles 
with bleeding streams of  wax are lit. The 
loft-style interior of  the bar is simple yet 

distinctive: authentic brick arched 
walls are painted in dark gray, 

the wooden and metal furni-
ture is oversized but comfy, 
the black plates and cut-
lery are stylish. Also black 
and stylish are the gloves 
you receive with a burger, 

because burgers are meant to be eaten 
with your hands! My veganburger has a 
big soft falafel, with some tomatoes and 
pickles to accompany. By the crisp and 
texture of  the bun I can bet they bake 
them on site! It’s about time for anoth-

From the first step in you understand Bar-
code is about drinking – a spacious bar 
welcomes every visitor, while the ceiling 
lights are decorated with glasses and bot-
tles set into the all wall elude to the theme 
to. The menu proves this to be true also – 
the array of  cocktails is impressive and split 
into “codes” - like “old fashioned”, “sour”, 
“Manhattan”, and in-house Barcode spe-
cials; each style is visually explained as to 
its taste and strength. I notice Barcode’s 
own cocktail recipes seem inspired and or-
der a Jungle Beauty right away. It comes 

THE WHAT’S ON CHECKLIST
English Menu û
English-speaking staff ü
Wifi ü
Price $$
WO Rating 

with a large block of  ice 
and a slice of  strawberry, 
and I enjoy the strength of  
the horilka it contains, along 
with sour notes of  lemon and 
delicate basil. 

A RELAXED MENU
The food list is not extensive, but makes 
sure you won’t go hungry no matter 
how many cocktails you might have. 
With burgers, smorrebrods, hummus, 
and steaks it looks eclectic at first 
glance. “The food menu offers different 
taste experiences, something people in 
Kyiv are looking for,” says Hussam, the 
owner of  the place. He originally comes 
from Syria, which is why the menu has 
some of  the best-known Arab dishes 

Get Your Own
A TYPICAL OLD PODIL FACADE, RETRO-STYLE 
LAMPS HANGING OUT INTO THE STREET, AND 
A HEAVY BLACK DOOR – LOOKS INTRIGUING 
ENOUGH TO DROP IN. IT’S BARCODE BAR AND 
WHAT’S ON IS HERE TO CHECK OUT IF THIS 
IS A CODE WORTH SCANNING

EDIBLE INVENTORY
Jungle Beauty 135 UAH
Herbal Essences 135 UAH
Muhammara 75 UAH
Veggie salad 95 UAH
Smorrebrod with hummus 85 UAH
Smorrebrod with salmon 135 UAH
Veganburger 93 UAH

TOTAL 753 UAH

Barcode
 (Nyzhniy Val 19)
¾ Monday-Friday 11.00 - until last client
¾ Saturday-Sunday 14.00 – until last client

 BarcodeBarKiev
 +380 44 425 9580

er cocktail – I mean to use the chance of  
kids being left with their granny, so I get 
an Herbal Essences with gin, white wine, 
and herbs mixed together into a delicate 
drink with a flower on top.
The place works until the last client on 
most days with DJ sets over and all glass-
es emptied. Every four months the bar 
changes the menu, so you might find 
some different burgers and salads when 
you visit next time. We leave the place 
with a jar of  Asian starters to go and the 
feeling that it’s been a great middle-of-
the-week escape.

Kateryna Kyselyova
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The American Chamber of  
Commerce in Ukraine was 
delighted to welcome Mem-
ber of  the US House of  
Representatives, co-founder 
and co-chair of  the Congres-
sional Ukraine Caucus, and 
longest-serving woman in 
the history of  the Ohio Con-
gressional District currently 
serving her 17th term – Con-
gresswoman Marcy Kaptur 
to Kyiv in 29 March. Pas-
sionate about the initiatives 
going on in Ukraine, Kaptur 
presented her project Seeds 
of  Hope, aimed at spotlight-
ing women farmers. During a 
joint reception at the Hyatt 
Regency Kyiv with the US-
Ukraine Business Council, 
and on behalf  of  the Ukrain-
ian business community, pres-
ident of  the American Cham-
ber of  Commerce in Ukraine 
Andy Hunder presented 
Kaptur with an award “For 
Continuous Commitment to 
Supporting Ukraine”. 

MELTING COLOURS
On 15 March, in collaboration with the US-Ukraine Busi-
ness Council, Asters law firm held an opening reception 
of  works by well-known Kyiv-based Georgian-born artist 
David Sharashidze. Ambassador Extraordinary of  Georgia 
to Ukraine Gela Dumbadze commented “David’s artworks 
present a unique amalgam of  Georgian and Ukrainian cul-
ture.” The event was traditionally held in the Asters office 
with nearly 100 guests attending, including business manag-
ers, diplomats, governmental officers, and public figures.

Acting Minister of  Health Ulana Suprun, 
founding partner and CEO of  Horizon 
Capital Lenna Koszarny, and director of  
Diavita Iryna Kozhukharenko

President of  American Chamber of  
Commerce in Ukraine Andy Hunder, 
executive director of  Yalta European 
Strategy – YES Svitlana Kovalchuk, and 
vice president of  American Chamber of  
Commerce in Ukraine Tetyana Prokopchuk

In session

Founder of  Art Ukraine Gallery Nataliia Zabolotna, 
congresswoman of  the US House of  Representatives Marcy 
Kaptur, and president/CEO US-Ukraine Business Council 

(USUBC) Morgan Williams

Viktoria Yesualenko of  Asters 

Asters senior partner  
Armen Khachaturyan 

Artist David Sharashidze 



31

IF YOU CAN’T STAND THE HEAT…
24 March marked an enjoyable 
evening for any gastro-inclined in-
dividual at Kitchen 21. With an 
exclusive invite list, DBI Hotels GM 
Irantha Duwange and executive chef  
Aleksandr Kolesnik had their work 
cut out for them, but delivered with a 
‘Spiced Up Cote d’Azur’ menu. More 
such events are on the horizon – will 
you get an invite? Head in, get your 
name on the mailing list, and it could 
be in the kitchen and on the WO pag-
es next!

GETTING SKY-HIGH 
Already big rollers on the net-
working scene, The Big Meet 
met on 16 March for its sec-
ond round of  nightlife antics 
at Aloft, Kyiv’s newest hotel 
in downtown Kyiv. The event 
was enjoyed by more than 200 
members of  the international 
business community and was in 
fact the Marriot-branded hotel’s 
first official function. The next 
big event is schedule for 27 April 
at Almondo – make sure you are 
there!

The Aloft team with general manager Levant Cengiz  
(third from the left)

Managing partner of  Expat Pro Law Firm Liubomyr  
Kuziutkin and our own Sam Kearley of  The Big Meet

Carina Ryder and Bergitta Josefsson  
of  Assistanspoolen

Olga Vashkamadze of  Scan Shipping, DJ Andrey Bolton,  
and Olga Lozovitskaya of  Netsource International

Kateryna Gubina, Mark and Lena Wright,  
with Tatiana ZolinaBASF CFO Rolf  ZInne and wife Karin

GM of  JTI Paul Holloway with  
Pulse chairman Robert McNeil Esi Denkal Aktas and Irina Maltseva
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APRIL FOOLS ODESA-STYLE
In its 45th year, Ukraine’s ultimate April Fools 
event – Yumorina gathered more than 100 
000 people on the streets of  Odesa on 1 
April in a parade to outdo all previous years’ 
events! In a nod to The Three Musketeers, 
the theme for this year’s event – Odesa for 
all and all for Odesa – paid homage to the 
multinational hospitality of  the city, boasting 
as it does more than 130 nationalities. The 
day climaxed with shows on the mainstage 
featuring League of  Laughter and Kvartal 
95 among others, with headliners Alekseev 
and Verka Serduchka stealing the show! With 
more fabulous events planned in this fab-
ulous seaside city, like Children’s Day on 1 
June and Day of  Odesa on 2 September – 
just to name a few! – make sure you get it on 
your list of  places to visit this summer!

A COOL START
French Spring got a cool start on 31 March with 
its inaugural kick-off on Sofiivska Pl, featuring the 
motto of  the French Revolution – liberte, egalite, 
fraternite. Invited guests got the chance to min-
gle with organisers – the French Institute in Kyiv, 
along with VIPS as well as local and international 
performers of  the festival earlier in the evening 
at Premiere Palace. Amazing events continue in 
Kyiv until 30 April – make sure you take them in!

Follow the link to 
find out which French 
Spring events you can 

still take in!Pavel and Olga Okara

Iryna Sidletska of  Premier Hotels & 
Resorts with Très Français family of  
restaurants owner Natalia Neviadomska

Counsellor for Cooperation and Culture Anne Duruflé, 
Oleg Sosnov of  the French Institute, with Ambassador  
of  France to Ukraine Madame Isabelle Dumont
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PICK UP YOUR COPY OF WHAT’S ON AT VENUES TAKING PART IN RESTOFEST’S 
COCKTAIL FEST THIS MONTH! STOP IN ON 23-29 APRIL IN 16 PARTICIPATING 
BARS AND RESTAURANTS AND ENJOY A SET OF FOUR COCKTAILS FOR A 
MERE 300 UAH WHILE YOU FLIP THROUGH AND THOROUGHLY ENJOY YOUR 
WHAT’S ON. FIND OUT MORE AT WWW.RESTOWEEK.COM.UA OR GO TO  
WWW.WHATSON-KYIV.COM/COCKTAIL-WEEK

We also deliver magazines directly to many embassies and 
businesses. Should you wish to see What’s On in your favourite bar 
or restaurant, or if  you’d like us to deliver to a venue you own or 

manage, drop us an Email: Editor@WhatsOn-Kyiv.com

We’re making it easier than ever to WIN a whole schwack of  stuff with 
WHAT’S ON – all you gotta do is snap a shot of  you and your favourite mag 
–  What’s On somewhere in the capital and then throw us the file by email, post 
it to Facebook, tweet it to Twitter, or upload to Instgram. Just remember to be 
creative and original! The best photos – and winners – will be announced in the 
next month’s printed magazine – FAME AT LAST! 

Prizes change regularly – announcements for which will be made across all of  
our social media channels, with multiple possible winners each month!! So what 
are you waiting for Kyiv – get snapping! First winner will be announced in the 
next issue!

Rules:
Photos to appear in print must be a high res file, so make sure you set all smart phone settings to highest possible 
quality. If  others are in the photo with you, it’s your responsibility to make sure they’re cool with you submitting 
the image. i.e. that drunken selfie at a party not always the best choice. Submit entries by email to Editor@
Whaton-Kyiv.com or on our social media channels, Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram – just use the hashtag 
#WhatsOnKyiv. What’s On staff choose winners, the final say of  which is entirely at our discretion, with no 
favouritism given to friends or family. 

All 
Over 
Kyiv Our prize this month includes a set of  three certifi-

cates to Q-Fit Studio, the newest and funkiest network 
of  personal trainers in Kyiv. Working with a trainer from 
beginning to end, the intensity of  your workout is based 

on your own personal endurance and physical shape. One 
session lasts 45 minutes. This package has a value of  

3 000 UAH.  
Learn more at www.q-fit.com.ua 

To Be ....................................................................................... Verhniy Val 2a
Hedonist Bar & Kitchen ....................................................... Antonovycha 45
Normal .................................................................................. Antonovycha 81
Smørrebrød ...........................................................................Horodetskoho 4
De Bosch ............................................................................ Shota Rustaveli 12
Deficit.....................................................................................Yaroslaviv Val 9
Restaurant Bar N7 ....................................................................Pushkinska 9a
Dusha Espresso Bar ..............................................................Lva Tolstoho 39
Hangover ................................................................................Hrushevskoho 3
KO&KO Bar ............................................................................. Pushkinska 11
Maral Bar ..........................................................................Shota Rustaveli 15a
Barcode Kiev ...........................................................................Nyzhniy Val 19
Bezdelniki Bar .................................................................... Saksahanskoho 38
Dom Bar ........................................................................Sahaidachnoho 10/5a
Rooster Grill Bar  ..................................................................V Vasylkivska 68
Almondo Night Party Bar .................................................... Lesi Ukrainky 34






