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From the Acting Editor

Acting Editor 
Anna Azarova

Now Ukraine offers many, many varied events – festivals, ex-
hibitions, live music performances, markets and parades go on 
throughout the entire country non-stop in every season, not only 
in summer time. Kyiv always buzzes with excitement, expectation 
and activity. I wonder, if  I were to promote this place to foreign 
audiences, how I should present it in terms of  ‘export advertising’. 
Perhaps, I’d better do it step by step to show what the city has in 
store for our readers.   
Outdoor Rave: Kyiv plays host to Brave! Factory – a significant 
festival of  independent music and culture that takes place in a 
working factory. At least 50 international and national multi-gen-
re musicians will keep attendees highly entertained. Jared Morgan 
tells you more about the event in WO’s cover story. In addition, our 
festival and live music calendars make sure you will have a good 
time wherever you go.     
Advanced Technology: Kyiv has reached some crucial achieve-
ments in this field. If  you wish to see a city of  the future, visit 
Ukraine’s first innovation park that boasts a unique ecosystem en-
abling residents to work, study and live in one area. The ambitious 
project claims to have a positive impact on the national economy 
and growth of  creative industries. 
Tourism Tips: WO offers you a great number of  options for 
travelling both within and beyond Ukraine’s capital. For example, 
you can discover the city by metro and visit many of  its popular 
places – from Pecherska Lavra and the Motherland Monument 
to Hydropark and Khreshchatyk, the main thoroughfare. If  you 
wish to feel a touch of  primeval mystery, pack your bag and go 
to the northwest Volyn Polissya. It is where Shatskiy Lakes, one 
of  Ukraine’s brightest tourist gems, are located amidst marvellous 
landscapes, thick woods and luscious plants.   
Sports and Competitions: One of  Kyiv’s key landmarks, the 
iconic Olimpiyskiy Stadium, turns 95 right as you are reading these 
lines. Ukraine’s premier and Europe’s second largest sports venue, 
it accommodated the 2012 Euro Final, the 2018 UEFA Champions 
League Final and concerts featuring Madonna, Shakira, George 
Michael and Red Hot Chili Peppers. WO reveals some backstage 
secrets of  the venue.
Bars and Restaurants: Kyiv is renowned for its conceptual din-
ing spots serving perfect food paired with perfect drinks. We invite 
you to enjoy Indian cuisine at a newly opened restaurant, which in-
troduces Ukrainians to exotic dishes in a very soft way. You can also 
join a bar crawl team to experience the city’s best wines and cock-
tails, hear inspiring legends behind them and make new friends. 
Choose whatever you feel like doing with our tips in mind, and you 
are sure to have lots of  fun – within and beyond Kyiv.  

“I wonder, if I were to 
promote this place to foreign 
audiences, how I should 
present it in terms of ‘export 
advertising’. Perhaps, I’d 
better do it step by step to 
show what the city has in 
store for our readers”





New Skydiving Record Set in Ukraine!
An impressive feat was accomplished in the skies above Kharkiv, eastern Ukraine, recent-
ly. A group of  women from 19 different countries descended on the country (see what we 
did there?) to pull off a world record attempt, and they succeeded! In order to beat the 
previous world record for a female synchronised dive, which included 56 participants, this 
record attempt in Kharkiv pulled together 57 divers who loaded up onto three planes and 
took to the skies to perform an incredible routine involving a 90-second freefall and three 
changes of  position during that time. Now, that takes balls. 
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What’s New

Sentsov
In the days between writing this news 
and it being published, there exists a 
very real possibility that Oleg Sentsov 
will die. At the time of  writing, Sensov 
has been on a hunger strike in a Russian 
jail for 90 days. In public statements, 
relatives of  Sentsov have said his time is 
nearly at an end. 
Sentsov was arrested and charged with 
terrorism offenses by the Russian occu-
pying authorities in Crimea, his home-
land. Sentsov’s “crime”: to object to 
Russia’s annexation. His stance was 
a particularly dangerous one for the 
Kremlin owing to the fact that as a re-
nowned award-winning filmmaker, his 
is a voice of  influence. In Vladimir Pu-
tin’s Russia, and the territories illegally 
controlled by Russia, however, dissent is 
not permitted, especially so when that 
dissent comes from a strong voice others 
respect. 
Sentsov declared at the beginning of  his 
hunger strike that he would refuse food 
until all political hostages held by or in 
Russia were freed, of  which there are 
70. It is reported that Putin himself  has 
commented privately about this matter, 
saying that he is happy to let Sentsov die 
in jail “as a lesson to others” that he will 
not be blackmailed. Imagine that, while 
a great man stands on principle and risks 
his life to make a statement and demand 
freedom for political prisoners, Putin is 
the one who feels personally aggrieved.

A $4.5 Billion Boost 
to the Economy
In recent years many Ukrainians have 
sought work overseas. There are many 
reasons why they have done so, but the 
biggest motivator is simply financial. 
Wages for fruit pickers or building site 
labourers are higher in Poland than they 
are in Ukraine and working conditions 
(which are protected by the EU) are no 
doubt also better.
Some bemoan this loss of  Ukraine’s 
hard-working citizens, but even though 
the many migrant labourers from 
Ukraine are propping up the economies 
of  other countries, they’re also making 
significant contributions to Ukraine’s 
economy at the same time. According to 
recently released statistics, the amount 
of  money transferred back home by 
Ukrainians working overseas increased 
by 30% to 4.5 billion USD in the period 
of  January to May of  this year. That’s all 
cash that helps get Ukraine’s economy 
moving!

A $270 Million 
Boost to the 
Treasury
Ukraine recently sold 270 million USD 
worth of  short-term bonds, adding 
much-needed liquidity to the nation’s 
coffers. The big deal here is that these 
short-term bonds were placed at a price 
of  just 5.52% annualised return for 
the three-month bonds, and 5.89% for 
the six-month version. If  we go back 
just a few years, international investors 
wouldn’t touch Ukrainian debt unless 
they were assured of  double-digit re-
turns. This is a sure sign of  confidence in 
the economy for those who see the glass 
as half  full!
Of  course, for the realists, this is but a 
sticking plaster being placed on a deep 
wound. While the low coupon percentage 
certainly is meaningful, Ukraine has a 
much bigger hole to fill in treasury financ-
es, and the only way to get that hole filled 
is to get the IMF aid programme back 
on track, whatever difficult choices that 
may entail. In the short term, a gap has 
been plugged, but in the medium term, 
Ukraine needs billions, not short-term 
borrowing in the millions. 
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What’s Hot & What’s Not

Anna Azarova Hour 
I HAD MY FIRST PUB-CRAWL EXPERIENCE IN LONDON SOME YEARS 
AGO WHEN I WAS INVITED TO SEE A CHELSEA VS LIVERPOOL MATCH 
LIVE. IT WAS NOT ALL ABOUT FOOTBALL; IT WAS ALSO ABOUT 
CELEBRATING THE EVENT. OUR PARTY KICKED OFF AN HOUR 
PRIOR TO THE GAME WHEN WE HAD THE FIRST ROUND OF DRINKS. 
MOVING FROM PUB TO PUB AND MAKING FRIENDS WITH MORE 
AND MORE STRANGERS, WE CONTINUED MARCHING DOWN THE 
STREET TOWARDS THE STADIUM. IT WAS HILARIOUS, EXCITING. YET I 
REMEMBER NOTHING ABOUT THE BEVERAGES WE DRANK… 

GETTING INTO THE GAME
Trawkin takes up the story. “As a rule, 
pub-crawls in Europe are favoured by 
those wishing to relax and have fun af-
ter a long work week. Our initiative of-
fers something else. It aims to promote a 
drinking culture here, using correct types 
of  glassware and attending stylish plac-
es,” he explains. In a way, it is a social 
mission designed to teach people the aes-
thetics and a comprehensive approach to 
alcohol consumption. 
On Fridays, Bar Crawl brings together 
a group of  up to 30 enthusiasts ready to 
take in five bars in a single night. Usually, 

TOP 5 COCKTAIL-BARS IN KYIV
(AS RECOMMENDED BY TRAWKIN)
Loggerhead (Shevchenka Blvd 1)

 www.loggerhead.bar
Parovoz Speak Easy (Velyka Vasylkivska 19) 

 parovozspeakeasy
Barman Dictat (Khreschatyk 44)

 barmandictat
Biancoro Boutiquebar (Baseina 4)

 boutiquebarBiancoro
Hendrick’s (Bohdana Khmelnytskoho 42)

 hendricksbar

TOP 5 WINE BARS IN KYIV
(AS RECOMMENDED BY TRAWKIN)
Win Bar (Khoryva 16/7)

 winbarkyiv
101, Good Wine (Mechnykova 9)

 101winebar
Nevinnyi Bar (Shota Rustaveli 15)

 nevinniy.bar
Vinsanto (Pushkinska 20)

 vinsanto.wine.bar
Vinostudia (Antonovycha 13)

 Vinostudia.Kyiv

COCKTAIL TRENDS 
Aperol still remains a popular beverage 
for the summer. Properly mixed, it is best 
drunk on the beach. Sparkling prosecco 
and alcohol-free fresh tropical fruit juices 
are also good for just such a purpose.
No matter how banal it may sound, the 
classic Gin and Tonic blend is seeing 
a second lease of  life! Since a variety 
of  more expensive gins and tonics have 
appeared on the Ukrainian market, bar-
tenders can now experiment with tastes 
and produce exquisite combinations. For 
example, pink gin with cucumber ton-
ic (different proportions) enhanced with 
lime, lemon zest, red pepper, dried rose 
petals, and cardamom is something to try!

Join the club on  barcrawlkyiv to enjoy 
nights full of  delicious discoveries togeth-
er with your mates!

Cocktail

it all starts at 20.00 and lasts at least five 
hours. 
Before setting off on the journey, Trawkin 
personally and meticulously inspects ven-
ues and selects those that comply with a 
set of  strict requirements, including the 
technology and method for preparing 
beverages.

BAR CRAWLING FURTHER OR WHAT 
HAPPENS AWAY STAYS AWAY 
“I like discovering new places in the city. 
Yet I always select the most interesting 
ones for our followers. We are not con-
fined to Ukraine’s capital only. I have 
also arranged trips to Odesa, Lviv, and 
Kharkiv,” says Trawkin. 
His interests are not limited to drinks 
only. A frequent guest in every city restau-
rant, he orders a bowl of  okroshka (cold 
vegetable soup with meat) as he talks to 
me. Trawkin says he is on a quest to find 
the best okroshka in Kyiv.   
Education is part of  the Bar Crawl pro-
gramme – while bartenders show their 
skills and explain what ingredients are 
included, Trawkin provides a historical 
background behind each beverage. So far, 
the project focuses on cocktails and wines. 
“In future, we plan to explore craft beer 
options,” says Trawkin.

Artem Trawkin

What’s On meets with Artem Trawkin, the 
founder of  Bar Crawl Kyiv, well-known 
blogger and bars exper at Beef  Meat and 
Wine. His project has such an indulgent 
value, we are keen to learn more!
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What’s On Around the Country

Nina Bohush

Spectacular views, primeval nature, and 
stunning sunsets may capture your heart 
and lead you to be tempted by mermaids. 
Fact or folklore? What’s On investigates.

EARLY START
It’s  07.00, and we’re racing down the 
Kyiv-Kovel road. Over the next week my 
husband and I plan to spend time relax-
ing (read: recharging) on Svitiaz Lake, in 
Ukraine’s northwest Volyn oblast. Svitiaz is 
the deepest fresh lake in Ukraine and be-
longs to Shatskiy National Natural Park. 
The park features more than 30 addition-
al lakes hidden among the giant pine-trees 
and bright green meadows. 
When I was a kid, my parents used to take 
me to Svitiaz Lake every summer. For a 
13-year-old girl, however, teenage problems 
were more consuming than the surround-
ing beauty of  this place where the only at-
traction was nature. Today, these childhood 
memories about walking in the woods, 
gathering blueberries, or feeding swans 
make me nostalgic. Only after all these 
years am I able to understand that Shatskiy 
Lakes is a place of  a great power, where you 
can escape big city life and completely digi-
tal-detox yourself  by watching sunsets with 
a glass of  wine. 

A LASTING RELATIONSHIP
Some 15 years after I first visited, the village 
of  Svitiaz, next to Svitiaz Lake, has changed 
beyond recognition. Instead of  traditional 
households or khatas, there are modern two 
and three-storey cottages everywhere. The 
village boasts new supermarkets, cafés, and 
various entertainment attractions for both 
young and old. 
For a long time, Shatskiy Lakes was a re-
sort where mainly locals hung out. Many 
Ukrainians used to associate it as a ram-
shackle retreat built here in the Soviet 60s. 

The situation changed after the annexation 
of  Crimea in 2014 when people started 
looking for alternatives to the peninsula. 
As a result, the number of  tourists coming 
to Svitiaz and all the surrounding lakes in-
creased, as well as the investment shelled 
out on local infrastructure.

A HEAVEN IN VOLYN
The high season at Shatskiy Lakes kicks 
off after 15 June. Believe it or not, but even 
when Svitiaz seems overcrowded, you will 

easily find vacation rentals without an early 
booking. However, before coming here, de-
cide for yourself, what type of  break are you 
searching for?
Shatskiy Lakes offer a local version of  all-in-
clusive in two recreation centres, the pen-
sions of  Shatskiy Ozera on Svitiaz or Lisova 
Pisnia on Pisochne Lake. A cost of  300 – 1 
000 UAH per person will cover a room, 
meals, and wellness facilities for one day. 
Pensions attract tourists with their VIP-lo-
cations ensuring a marvellous view of  the 
sparkling water and forests.

THE OPTIONS CONTINUE 
The second option is camping. You can 
both rent a tent or pitch yours at special 
camping zones. Be mindful of  the fact 
you’ll literally be in the wild in dense forests 
– which sounds cool, right?
You may also explore the authenticity of  
Ukraine’s Volyn by staying at a local house-
hold. This option comes with natural food 
like milk, eggs, or freshly-baked doughnuts 
that locals are glad to deliver to your door 
every morning (not for free, of  course).
We opt for thoroughly-modern wooden 
cottages lying just a stone’s throw from the 
beach. It takes half-an-hour to find a cot-
tage with free rooms. A room for two costs 
600 UAH per day. We don’t hesitate to try 
and haggle and shake hands with the host 
after talking them down to 500 UAH.

MAGICAL FORESTS AND  STORIES
The next day I awake to birds singing and 
decide to start the morning with some 
meditation. While in the pines on my way 
to the lakeside, I suddenly freeze with anx-
iety. In the silence, I hear steps behind me. 
I look back – nobody is there. Maybe it’s 
one of  the forest spirits described by the 

Volyn: Lakes, Forests, and a Touch of  Mystery
LOOKING FOR A QUIET PLACE TO ESCAPE THE BUSTLE OF 
THE CITY AND THE SUMMER HEAT? PACK YOUR BAGS AND 
HEAD FOR SHATSKIY LAKES. BUT BE WARNED! 
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famous Ukrainian writer Lesia Ukrainka? 
Charmed with Volyn, Ukrainka wrote Forest 
Song, a play where the main characters are 
mysterious creatures from local folklore.
Forest Song tells the story of  a beautiful girl 
called Mavka who lives in the forest and falls 
in love with a young man named Lukash. 
Unfortunately, love between creatures of  
nature and humans is forbidden, so both 
Lukash and Mavka have to break out of  
their own worlds to build a new one where 
they both can be happy.
While chatting with locals, you might hear 
stories about mermaids who drag fisher-
men to the lake bed. Young girls also be-
lieve in the sacred power of  Ivana Kupala, 
celebrated on 6 June. They float wreaths of  
flowers on the water with the hope of  find-
ing love (and getting married) within the 
next year.

SHATSKIY “DELICACIES”
PON-CHY-KY! A cheerful woman in a 
straw hat loudly invites people to try her 
homemade baked goods right on the beach. 
I get out of  the water to snap up a hot lus-
cious doughnut with blueberries. 
Ponchyky is the No.1 signature dish in the 
Shatskiy region, and baking is the most 
popular seasonal business for local women. 
Filled with blueberries, apricots, peaches, 
and poppy seeds, the doughnut literally 
melts in my mouth. You can buy them on 
every corner here. The over-the-top obses-
sion with this sweet baked good gave rise to 
the annual food festival named after it.
Don’t leave the resort unless you take in 
your fair share of  lake fare. Look around 
and find handwritten announcements of-
fering crayfish, both boiled and live. Call 
the number mentioned on the board (they 
can be found everywhere on poles and fenc-
es) and get your crayfish delivered.

To savour more local specialties head to 
the market near the Shatskiy Ozera pen-
sion. There you will find dried and smoked 
bream, pike, and perch fished from the sur-
rounding lakes. If  you get lucky, you’ll find 
eel which is not often found in Svitiaz wa-
ters anymore.

TAKE ONE AND GET THIRTY AS A 
BONUS
Svitiaz is the most popular vacation spot in 
the region, but not all tourists know there 
are more than 30 more lakes in the park. 
Spending a few extra days on Pisochne 
Lake was our family thing. Pisochne dif-
fers from Svitiaz. The lake bottom near the 
shore is deeper, so the water is darker. How-
ever, I more enjoyed hours spent on the 
Black Lake in the town of  Shatsk. Hidden 
among the pine trees, Black Lake is a secret 
place where local children escape from both 
the tourists and the heat.
Luckily, both Pisochne and Black Lake are 
only 20 minutes away from Svitiaz village, 
so we take our newly-tanned bodies onto a 

Volyn: Lakes, Forests, and a Touch of  Mystery

IF YOU’RE DONE WITH SWIMMING 
AND SUNBATHING ON THE 
BEACH... 
Take a paddle-boat and explore the 
waters
Rent a boat and some tackle, go fishing
Watch the sunset
Sing with your guitar by the campfire

TIPS FOR TRAVELLERS
1.  Take warm clothes and a 

raincoat with you 
The weather on the lakes changes 
more frequently than your ex’s mood. 
But this time you’ll be prepared.

2.  Take as many mosquito 
repellents as you can
Mosquitoes are going to attack day 
and night, but most especially at night. 
Secure yourself  with repellents so as 
not to let them intrude on your eve-
nings. 

3.  Come and celebrate Ivana 
Kupala (6-7 June)
Many years ago our ancestors believed 
in the great power of  ferns. Kupala 
night is the only time when ferns are 
supposed to flower and bloom. On 6 
June, young men jump over a bon-
fire symbolising Kupala and then fol-
low unmarried girls who roam in the 
woods in search of  magical herbs. The 
one who finds a fern flower on this 
evening will be lucky and healthy all 
year long. 

4. Bring cash with you
Svitiaz village is definitely on its way 
into the civilized world, but it’s still 
hard to find an ATM here.

marshrutka with a strong desire to explore 
as many spots as we can. 

THE END 
The last evening of  our trip we spend on 
the beach. Before disappearing beyond the 
horizon, the sun paints the sky with the 
warmest shades of  crimson and red. The 
sunset is breathtaking, and I already know 
next year we’ll be back. For sure, we will.
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White Nights v7
 17-18 August
 Art Zavod Platforma (Bilomorska 1)
 450 UAH 
 artzavodplatforma

Diskach
 17 August at 23.00
 Green Theatre (Parkova Doroha 2)
 100 UAH
 GreenTheatre

3-Year Birthday! 
 18 August at 16.00
 Lisopylka (Starosylska 1e)
 FREE
 Lisopylka

Pitbull Battle V
 18 August at 23.00
 Green Theatre (Parkova Doroha 2)
 100 UAH
 GreenTheatre

Deepflat Elements
 18 August at 21.00
 River Port (Nizhniy Val 67)
 100 UAH
 riverportkyiv

Dance Mix: Wild Dance Party
 21 August at 22.00
 Caribbean Club (Symona Petlyury 4)
 FREE
 caribbean.com.ua

GET READY TO BUG OUT
Steve Bug (DE, techno)

 31 August at 23.00
 Bora Bora by Skybar 

(Molodozhniy Beach, Hydropark)
Steve Bug is a German techno producer 
and DJ, a father of  tech house, and founder 
of  the famous label Flat Flat. Starting his 
career back in the 90s, submitting his hard 
house and acid house to raves, he came 
to the conclusion that his work should be 
filled with architectural sound, taking into 
account modern musical directions gain-
ing momentum. To date, Bug uses musical 
genres to express his ideas, inspired by noir 
films and avant-garde composers, his pas-
sion for synthesisers will be obvious at the 
gig. Offering local support on the evening, 
Oleg Chiv is in the house.

 Ladies – free, men 300 UAH
 boraborabyskybar

DANCE LIKE AND EGYPTIAN 
Aly & Fila (EG, trance)

 8 August at 23.30
 Green Theatre (Parkova Doroha 2)

Aly & Fila is one of  the most sought-after 
projects on the electronic scene, gathering 
fans from around the world with their per-
formances. They founded the label Future 
Sound of  Egypt (FSOE) that also applies to 
a radio show as well as trance festival, pop-
ular in part due to its location: the pyramids 
of  Giza, located in the suburbs of  Cairo. 
Long since part of  international best DJs 
lists, the duo comes to Kyiv for the first time, 
gifting local listeners with an incredible five-
hour set.

 559 UAH
 GreenTheatre

THE LIGHT SHINES ON
Mayak Music Festival

 14-16 September
 River Port (Nyzhnii Val 67)

Mayak means lighthouse in the local ver-
nacular. Not unlike this visible landmark 
seen during the day and a source of  contin-
uous light at night, organisers of  this amaz-
ing weekend on the water are going to be 
your reliable guide in the often foggy world 
of  electronic music. International naviga-
tional assistants include Varhat (FR, Yoya-
ku), Faster (RO, Sunwaves), Loquace (FR, 
Earlydub Records), Cosmjn (RO, Subtil, 
Sunrise), Mad Dim (RF, Fellows), Gorba-
ni (MD, Mind&Vision, Elarum), and Lizz 
(RO, Sunrise), with more to be announced 
and lots of  local help besides. 

 450 UAH
 riverportkyiv

Dop
 24 August at 22.00
 Bora Bora by Skybar 

(Molodozhniy Beach, Hydropark)
 200 UAH
 boraborabyskybar

Brave! Factory Festival
 25-26 August
 Metrobud (Svitlohorska 2/25)
 1 815 UAH
 bravefactoryfestival

Bad Girls Party
 29 August at 22.00
 Caribbean Club (Symona Petlyury 4)
 Ladies – FREE, gents – 250 UAH
 caribbean.com.ua

Salsa Night
 30 August at 20.00
 Shooters (Moskovska 22)
 FREE, gents – 150 UAH after 22.00
 shooters.kiev.ua 

L8 Park Legends: Kim Ann Foxman (NY)
 31 August at 23.00
 L8 Park (Parkova Dorhoha 16a)
 L8Park

DJ Boring (AUS, house)
 31 August at 22.00
 River Port (Nizhniy Val 67)
 100 UAH
 riverportkyiv

Residents Night
 1 September at 23.55
 Closer (Nyzhnoiurkivska 31)
 closerkiev

Basside X Local Heroes
 1 September at 22.00
 Green Theatre (Parkova Doroha 2)
 250 UAH
 GreenTheatre

Summer Sound
 6 September at 23.00
 Bora Bora by Skybar 

(Molodozhniy Beach, Hydropark)
 100 UAH
 boraborabyskybar

Field Records: Future History
 8 Septmber at 23.55
 Rhythm Buro (Kyrilivska 86)
 499 UAH
 rhythmburo

Arma Comes Closer
 15 September at 23.55
 Closer (Nyzhnoiurkivska 31)
 closerkiev

http://www.caribbean.com.ua
http://www.caribbean.com.ua
http://www.shooters.kiev.ua
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 Jared Morgan

Brave! Factory Festival takes place this 
month in a fully-functional industrial 
space, making use of  the existing factory 
infrastructure for staging. Creating buzz 
beyond the borders of  Ukraine, becom-
ing less underground and more main-
stream, What’s On goes bold and brave 
to check it.

RIGHT TIME, RIGHT PLACE
In 2017, the festival first stretched across 
two-days, which is when it got interna-
tional media talking, with the UK’s In-
dependent, and online music, pop-culture, 
and entertainment publications such as 
Sleek, Mixmag, Resident Advisor, and others 
all picking up on the vibe. The scene is 
described as being similar to that which 
developed in Berlin in the 90s. 
Post-revolution, this comes as little sur-
prise: with the memory of  political cor-
ruption fresh in their minds, the latest 
generation to come of  age is finding 
their own sense of  identity. Europe-fac-
ing, Ukraine’s young creatives, artists, 
and promoters have nurtured an under-
ground clubbing scene that has taken root 
in the capital and beyond.
Run by the team behind Closer, the cap-
ital’s first high-quality techno and house 
club (and also an arts space, clothing 
store, rehearsal space, record shop, and 
café combined), and the same team be-
hind the successful Strichka Festival, 
Brave! Factory was their first foray away 
from their home base in an old ribbon 
(strichka) plant.
According to PR manager Alisa Mullen it 
was a gamble.

Only the Brave

BY THE ORGANISERS’ OWN ADMISSION, IT WAS A BRAVE UNDERTAKING. YET, AS THEY 

SAY, NOTHING VENTURED NOTHING GAINED AND SINCE FIRST TAKING THE RISK IN 

2015, BRAVE! FACTORY FESTIVAL HAS GROWN INTO A FULLY-IMMERSIVE AND MORE 

THAN 24-HOUR UNDERGROUND MUSIC AND ARTS EVENT THAT ALREADY IS REGARDED 

AS ONE OF EUROPE’S BEST

WHAT’S IN A NAME?
Mullen says the name was almost a 
no-brainer for organisers. “We knew 
it was a brave thing to do, and once we 
had arranged the factory the name just 
came to us.” It was not easy however. “It 
took some years to build this festival and 
it needed a huge budget,” Mullen says. 
Marketing was an issue as was finding 
sponsors. “We were afraid people would 
think it was a rave.” 
But build it and they will come as the say-
ing goes and the rest is history. Mullen be-
lieves the strength of  the festival is down to 
the fact it is something completely unique. 
The event still has a very DIY feel, Mul-
len says. As she tells it Brave! is less about 
money or ticket sales, and more about 
bringing an audience together with the 
best DJs. Word-of-mouth and developing 
partnerships have been key success fac-
tors and giving those partners a stake in 
the event has meant it is now anything but 
underground. 

WHAT’S INVOLVED
The festival encompasses six spaces spread 
across 50 000 square metres in the func-
tioning metro carriage plant Kyivmetro-
bud. For a truly immersive experience 
alongside the music, art installations and 
pop-up cafés are also on site, Mullen says. 
Don’t expect stages, she adds. Instead the 
existing parts of  the factory are taken over 
to create the separate spaces, everything 
from warehouses to a machine hall are 
transformed into performance spaces and 
galleries, walls become huge canvases, 
concrete platforms form concert stages. 

They will accommodate different music 
genres, including experimental music, 
live multi-instrumental concerts, and vid-
eo-shows, Mullen says.
The line-up is impressive for anyone with 
knowledge of  techno, with acts such as 
Alexandra, Apollonia, Binh, DJ Bone, 
DJ Stingray, DVS1, Fred P, Jane Fitz, and 
Nicolas Lutz.
Others include Carlo Intelecto, Floating 
Points, Kangdin Ray, Mykki Ray, Panthu 
Du Prince, Tolkachev, and Yves Tumor 
performing live.
Dubbed a “festival of  unbound music 
and art”, come along and find yourself  
unbound.

NIGHT 
Chris Liebing (DE)

Claro Intelecto (UK) 

DVS1 (US)
DJ Bone (US)
Floating Points (UK)

Fred P (US)
Hidden Orchestra (UK) 

Ic3Peak (RU) 
Kangding Ray (DE) 

Mykki Blanco (US) 

Pantha Du Prince (DE) 

Squarepusher (UK) 

Titonton Duvante (US)

Yves Tumor (US) 

Voin Oruwu (UA) 

Shakolin (UA)
Stanislav Tolkachev (UA) 

Konakov (UA) 

Andrey Kiritchenko (UA) 

Vova Klk (UA)

Roman K (UA)

Mykyta (UA)
Igor Glushko (UA)

Ponura (UA)
Lazy Speaks (UA) 

Na Nich (UA) 

Monoconda (UA) 

Brave! Factory Festival
 25 August at 21.00  
 26 August at 10.00
 Kyivmetrobud (Svitlohorska 2/25)
 1 815 UAH
 brave-factory.com

What’s On the Cover

DAY 
Alexandra (UK)

Anna Haleta (UK)

Apollonia (DE)

Binh + Nicolas Lutz (US)

Darkstar (DE) 

Jane Fitz + Carl H (UR)

Melina Serser (IS)

Dj Stingray 313 (UK)

Nikolaienko (UA)

Ptakh_Jung (UA) 

Chillera (UA) 
Philipp Markovich (UA)

Pavel Plastikk (UA)

Pahatam & Ivan Dorn (UA)

SE62 (UA)
Bambu (UA)
Timur Basha & Karine (UA)

Trippsy (UA)
Borys (UA)
Lobanov (UA) 

Alex Savage (UA)

Shyvkin (UA)
Noizar (UA)
zolaa. (UA) 

LINE-UP: 
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Festivals | 15 August – 15 September 2018

Koktebel Jazz Festival 
Headliners: Martina Topley 
Bird (UK), Inner Circle (JM), 
Morcheeba (UK), Beissoul & 
Einius (UA)

 16-19 August 
 Koktebel Creative Village  

(Chornomorsk, Odesa oblast)  
 145 – 4 895 UAH 
 koktebel.info 

White Nights Vol.7
100 performers, different music 
genres, five stages

 17-18 August 
 Art Zavod Platforma (Bilomorska 1a)
 400 – 549 UAH 
 whitenights.com.ua

GREAT MUSIC, GREAT NATURE, 
GREAT PEOPLE
Zahidfest 2018 

 24-26 August 
 Magic Valley Complex 

(Rodatychi village, Lviv oblast)
There are numerous reasons why you 
shouldn’t miss this event. Different inde-
pendent stages will offer non-stop spectac-
ular shows to help you get your groove on. 
No matter whether you attend the venue 
alone or with your friends, you will find 
buddies to hang out with. You will also re-
lax in beautiful nature amongst woods and 
lakes and stay overnight at the camp site. A 
wide variety of  foods and refreshing bev-
erages will sate your hunger and quench 
your thirst. The ultimate argument is the 
fantastic line-up that features Guano Apes, 
Bullet for My Valentine, Sepultura, Adam 
Gontier, Therion and many others. 

 500 – 1 300 UAH 
 zaxidfest.com

NON-STOP MUSIC AND ART
RespublicaFEST 

 31 August – 2 September 
 Molodizhny Park (Khmelnytskyi)

Ranked among the 100 best events 
for Ukrainian tourism, Respublica-
FEST attracts more than 10 000 at-
tendees every year. One of  the biggest 
national music and street art festivals, 
it delivers an unforgettable atmos-
phere of  creative freedom created by 
its extensive programme – rock, jazz, 

electronic, and classical music as well 
as poetic readings, education panels, 
art, and international exchange pro-
jects. Organisers have not disclosed 
venue details yet. However, given 
past experience, the location promises 
to be conceptual and highly inspir-
ing. Some headliners include The 
Qemists (UK), Latexfauna, and Hut-
sul metal Karna. 

 500 UAH for three days
 respublicafest

PINT OFF! 
Craft Beer Fest

 1-2 September starting at 12.00 
 Kyiv’s International Expo Centre (Hlushkova 1)

The Expo Centre will become host to 
Ukraine’s biggest craft beer festival aiming 
to bring together more than 40 breweries 
and present more than 200 beers. Even if  
you’ve never sampled craft beer before, now 
you have a great opportunity to expand 
your perception of  the   brewing arts. By day, 
guests will try a record number of  specialties 
alongside bold experiments tantalising their 
tastebuds with a variety of  flavours, from 
coffee and bitter chocolate to ginger ale. Be-
sides, attendees have the opportunity to meet 
brewers, learn about brewing trends, take 
part in beer excursions, competitions, and 
master classes. Join the party and enjoy the 
generous food courts and inspiring DJ sets! 

 100 UAH
 craftbeerfest.ua

100Pudivka Fest 
Headliners: BoomBox (UA), 
Lyapis 98 (BY/UA), Pianoboy (UA)

 17-19 August 
 Dnipro (Monastyrsky Island) 
 490 – 890 UAH 
 stopudivka.in.ua

Zaporizhzhya Fashion
Rumambar design market  

 18 August
 Gastropub Krysha  

(Soborny 83/85, Zaporizhzhia)
 200 UAH
 rumbambar.zp.ua 

Fair at Sorochyntsi
Sergey Mikhalok (BY) and Lyapis 
98 (BY/UA)

 21, 26 August
 Studio Kvartal 95

Velyki Sorochyntsi village (Myrhorod)
 150 – 200 UAH
 karabas.com

Oleksandriya Fairy Show
Balloon Festival

 23-26 August 
 Oleksandriya Park (Bila Tserkva)
 730 – 790 UAH
 karabas.com

World of  Ukrainians Fest
Ukrainian dance groups  
from Canada 

 24 August
 Spivoche Pole (Lavrska К59, 25)
 TBD
 events/2063750197223686 

Wer Wolf  2018 – 21st Century Knights
Moto festival, biker tournaments, 
master-classes, rock concerts

 24-26 August 
 Medzhybizh Fortress (Khmelnytska oblast)
 100 UAH
 events/2006008646334151

International Mojito Festival 
 24-26 August
 TBD
 125 UAH 
 mojito-festival.com

Sumy Wine Fest 
Tasting and entertaining 
programme

 26 August
 Ukrainian Banking Academy Park 

(Petropavlivska 59, Sumy)
 250 UAH
 karabas.com

Khortytsia Freedom
Headliners: Onuka (UA), Kozak 
System (UA)

 1-2 September 
 Park Metalurhiv (Zaporizhzhia)
 Free
 kfreedom.city

Retromotorfest.UA 2018
Exhibition of  rare Soviet-era 
vehicles 

 7-9 September
 Slavutych Arena 

(Lobanovskoho 21, Zaporizhzhia)
 80 UAH
 karabas.com 

Chile Culture Festival 
 8 September
 ProEnglish Theatre Hub (Smolenska 3)
 200 UAH
 proenglishtheatre.com 

Lviv Coffee Festival
Coffee fair, barista competition, 
selecting the best coffeehouse

 13-16 September
 Lviv (Muzeyna Square)
 TBD 
 coffeefest.lviv.ua 

Cinema & Sport | 15 August – 15 September 

http://www.koktebel.info
http://www.whitenights.com.ua/
http://www.stopudivka.in.ua
http://www.karabas.com
http://www.karabas.com
http://www.mojito-festival.com
http://www.karabas.com
http://www.kfreedom.city
http://www.karabas.com
http://www.proenglishtheatre.com
http://www.coffeefest.lviv.ua
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UKRAINE BEGINS INAUGURAL 
NATIONS LEAGUE

 6 September at Czech Republic 
 9 September at Arena Lviv

Ukraine kicks off UEFA’s newest football 
tournament – the Nations League – this 
month with an away game in the Czech 
Republic on 6 September and a home 
match in Lviv against Slovakia. The game 
in Western Ukraine will be played behind 
closed doors due to bad behaviour on the 
part of  some Ukrainian fans at their final 
qualifying match for EURO 2016, a 1-0 
loss to Spain in Kyiv. The Nations League is 
UEFA’s attempt to make ‘friendly’ encoun-
ters between nations more meaningful. 
European nations have been divided into 
four tiers, of  which Ukraine is playing in 
the second division. One nation from each 
division will earn qualification to EURO 
2020 – outside the normal qualification 
procedures. Ukraine will complete their 
home-and-away sets with Slovakia and 
Czech Republic in October and November. 

 Not available
 en.ffu.ua/national

BRITISH THEATRE IN CINEMA
IN ORIGINAL LANGUAGE WITH 
UKRAINIAN SUBTITLES

 21 August at 19.00 – Hamlet: Cumberbatch
 28 August at 19.00 – Julius Caesar
 4 September at 19.00 – Henry VIII
 11 September at 19.00 – Doctor Faustus
 190 UAH
 Kiev Kino (V Vasylkivska 19)
 kievkino.com.ua

Cinema & Sport | 15 August – 15 September 

UKRAINE MAKES FINAL PUSH FOR 
BASKETBALL WORLD CUP

 14 September vs. Spain at 19.00 
 Palace of  Sports (Sportyvna 1) 

Ukraine begins the final round of  qualify-
ing this month for next summers’ Basketball 
World Cup in China with games against 
Spain and Montenegro. The team stum-
bled into the final round by dropping their 
last two games by a combined score of  177-
137. The team now sits fifth in the six-team 
group, although all the teams are separated 
by just four points. With six games to play, 
and only three qualification spots availa-
ble, Ukraine will need to step up to qualify 
ahead of  Latvia, Montenegro, Slovenia, 
Spain, and Turkey.

 100 – 900 UAH
 fbu.ua

Klitschko Boxing Tournament
World-class junior boxing tournament

 10-16 September
 Event Hall Kyiv at Ramada Encore  

(Stolychne Hwy 103)
 klitschkotournament.org

Kyiv Patriots – AFL American 
Football

 19 August vs. Lviv Lions
 Spartak Stadium (Krypylovskyy 105)
 +380 (93) 506 77 47
 kyivpats

Kyiv Slavs – AFL American Football
 26 August @ Mykolaiv Vikings
 TBD
 slavs.kiev

Kyiv Stallions –  
AFL American Football

 19 August vs. Bila Tserkva Hawks
 TBD
 stallions.kyiv.ua

Ukrainian Streetball League 3x3
 4 August 
 TBD
 streetball.in.ua/featured

The Meg
After escaping an attack by what he 
claims was a 70-foot shark, Jonas Tay-
lor must confront his fears to save those 
trapped in a sunken submersible.

 18-19 August at 14.20
 70-100 UAH
 Zhovten (Kostyantynivska 26)
 zhovten-kino.kiev.ua 

Amy
Archival footage and personal testimo-
nials present an intimate portrait of  the 
life and career of  British singer/songwrit-
er Amy Winehouse.

 9-29 August at 21.00
 Zhovten (Kostyantynivska 26)
 70-100 UAH
 zhovten-kino.kiev.ua 

English Movies in Kinopanorama
Learn English by watching movies! Kino-
panorama invites you to practiсe up to six 
times a week.

 Tuesday/Thursday at 15.00 and 21.00
 Saturday/Sunday at 15.00
 50-80 UAH
 Kinopanorama (Shota Rustaveli 19)
 kinopanorama.com.ua

Tuesday Evenings at Cinema Citi
English language movies show every 
Tuesday at Cinema Citi in Ocean Plaza. 
New and old titles alike feature. Popcorn 
+ the silver screen = a good outing.

 Every Tuesday at 19.00
 120 UAH
 Cinema Citi (Ocean Plaza, Antonovycha 176)
 cinemaciti.ua

Dynamo Kyiv – Champions League
 7 August vs. Slavia Prague
 14 August vs. Slavia Prague
 20 – 900 UAH 
 Olympiyskiy Stadium (V Vasylkivska 55)
 fcdynamo.kiev.ua/en

Dynamo Kyiv –  
Ukrainian Premier League

 18 August vs. FC Oleksandria
 23 August at Chornomorets Odesa
 1 September vs. Karpaty Lviv
 15 September at Zorya Luhansk
 35 – 800 UAH (based on 2017-18 prices)
 Olympiyskiy Stadium (V Vasylkivska 55)
 fcdynamo.kiev.ua/en/

Arsenal Kyiv –  
Ukrainian Premier League

 18 August vs. Chornomorets Odesa
 25 August at Karpaty Lviv
 1 September vs. Zorya Luhansk
 15 September at Desna Chernihiv
 20 – 40 UAH
 Lobanovsky Dynamo Stadium (Hrushevskoho 3) 
 arsenal-kyiv.com

http://www.kievkino.com.ua
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Live Music | 15 August – 15 September

BULLHORN OF THE NATION
 Okean Elzy (rock)
 24 August at 20.00

Olympic Stadium (V Vasylkivska 55) 
Though Ukraine’s best and most well-
known rockers have taken a break this 
year, they will come together for a show 
to end all shows this Ukrainian Independ-
ence Day on 24 August. Rightly consid-
ered the voice of  the Ukrainian nation, 
evermore established during the Revolu-
tion of  Dignity, their songs, music, and 
energy is infectious. Come and sing along 
this 24 August at Kyiv’s Olympic Stadi-
um – there is no better way to celebrate 
Ukraine on this momentous occasion!

 550-950 UAH
 okeanelzy.com

NOT A JUKEBOX
Luna (pop)

 15 September at 19.00
 Green Theatre (Parkova Doroha 2)

The electronic background plus mel-
ancholic vocals and musical referenc-
es to the 90s is UA singer Luna in a 
nutshell. Her debut album Mag-ni-ty 
(magnets – eng.) was in the Top 20 on 
iTunes Ukraine, with her following 
mini-album Grustnyi Dance (sad dance 
– eng.) taking the top position on that 
same list on its release day. In addition 
to her bewitching video clips, the sing-
er is also known for her stylish looks, 
which also reflects a mix of  modern 
street fashion and nostalgia in the form 
of  the post-Soviet underground.

 499 UAH
 greentheatre.com.ua

O.Torvald (pop-rock, alternative)
 19 August at 19.00
 Green Theatre (Parkova Doroha 2)
 350 UAH
 greentheatre.com.ua

Too Many Zooz (US, brass house) 
 22 August at 20.00
 Green Theatre (Parkova Doroha 2)
 550 UAH
 greentheatre.com.ua

Gaitana. Te Amo (pop, soul)
 23 August at 19.00
 Hotel Complex Chervona Kalina 

(Druzhby Narodiv Park)
 1 000 UAH
 concert.ua/uk/event/gaitana

Lil Xan (US, cloud rap)
 23 August at 20.00
 Green Theatre (Parkova Doroha 2)
 990 UAH
 greentheatre.com.ua

Adam Naas (FR, indie)
 29 August at 20.00
 UBK (Trukhaniv Island)
 400 UAH
 UBKbeach

THE MAJOR
Everlast (US, hip-hop)

 9 September at 19.00 
 Green Theatre (Parkova Doroha 2)

Erik Francis Schrody is a genuinely bril-
liant musician who has been a member 
of  the House of  Pain and La Coka Nos-
tra bands, and since achieved great suc-
cess in his solo career. He has gold and 
platinum albums, as well as collabora-
tions with Run DMC, Xzibit, Limp Biz-
kit, KoRn, The Prodigy, Cypress Hill, 
Ice-T, and many others. Among various 
awards, he is also winner of  music’s 
most coveted – a Grammy. In Kyiv, the 
musician will celebrate the 20th anni-
versary of  platinum album Whitey Ford 
Sings the Blues and present an unforget-
table evening to listeners.

 650 UAH
 greentheatre.com.ua

Imagine Dragons 
(US, alternative, indie)

 31 August at 20.00
 NSC Olimpiyskiy (V Vasylkiyvksa 55)
 799 – 7 990 UAH
 events/488852874863178

Make Like A Tree (country)
 2 September at 19.00
 Barbara Bar (Sichovykh Striltsiv 37-41)
 150 UAH
 barbarbara37

Odyn v Kanoe (indie)
 7 September at 19.00
 Roof  (Sichovykh Striltsiv 37-41)
 350 UAH
 Roof37 

Kadnay (pop)
 7 September at 20.00
 Green Theatre (Parkova Doroha 2)
 250 UAH
 greentheatre.com.ua

Stoned Jesus (alternative) 
 7 September at 20.00 
 Bingo (Peremohy Ave 112)
 200 UAH
 bingo.ua

Shahmen (US, hip-hop)
 13 September at 21.00
 MonteRay Live Stage (Prorizna 8)
 520 UAH
 monteray.kiev.ua

The Hypnotunez (juzz-punk)
 13 September at 19.00
 Atlas (Sichovykh Striltsiv 37-41)
 200 UAH
 Atlas37

Art & Family | 15 August – 15 September
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Art & Family | 15 August – 15 September

Neon Show
Interactive show for kids

 8 September at 13.00
 Creative Association 1000letie  

(Hryhorenka 26A)
 150 UAH 
 1000letie.com.ua

The Modern Newts
Exhibition of  works by Krolikowski Art

 5 July – 19 August
 Dymchuk Gallery (Yaroslavska 21)
 Free
 dymchuk.com

27/7
Modern art exhibition

 29 July – 26 August
 Art Zavod Platforma: AkT Art Space 

(Bilomorska 1a) 
 Free
 artzavodplatforma.com

HELP AND HAVE FUN
Charity Weekend Fest

 25 August at 11.00
 Art Zavod Platforma (Bilomorska 1a)

This is the third iteration of  this festival! 
It’s not only about an enjoyable time 
but also a chance to save kids’ lives. The 
charitable fund Tvoia Opora is looking 
to purchase an innovative X-ray machine 
for the Institute of  Pediatrics, Obstetrics, 
& Gynecology with the money collect-
ed from ticket sales. Plenty of  activities 
are in the works: open-air workouts, an 
amusement park, entertaining shows, free 
doctor’s consultations, a beauty zone, and 
more. Ukraine music sensation Monatik 
is the main guest. So enjoy a day with a 
chance to pay it forward!

 70 – 250 UAH
 artzavodplatforma.com

TEEN WEEKEND
Festival for teenagers and their parents

 8 – 9 September
 Sky Family Park (Henerala Vatutina 2)

In a first, this festival for teenagers is com-
ing up in September. If  you want your kids 
to start the school year in a positive frame 
of  mind, you have to get them tickets! 
Plenty of  bands are in the line-up: Oleynik, 
Open Kids, Sonya Key, Dside Band, BRO 
Borisenko Brothers, and more. Different 
master classes, dance battles, photo areas, 
and a beauty zone will feature in addition 
to the concert. And one more thing – there 
is going to be an adult-zone, where you’ll 
be able to take a break, while your teens 
are under the close watch of  festival organ-
isers. So, come and have fun!

 250 UAH
 park.skymall.ua

EMOTIONAL SUMMER
Art exhibition  
by Oleksandr Yanovych

 31 July – 19 August
 Bilyy Svit (Pushkinska 21)

Don’t hesitate to visit this fourth exhibition 
by young up-and-coming artist – Oleksan-
dr Yanovych. His active and versatile works 
are the result of  what you would expect 
from a passionate and prolific creator. Look 
forward to reflecting on the great deal of  
ideas Yanovych puts into his works. Main 
themes include: landscapes, animals, and 
portraits. This exhibition is like a patchwork 
of  impressions and emotions running the 
full gamut from anxiety to carelessness, all 
represented in a diversity of  images.

 Free
 whiteworld.net

Illusion show
Interactive show for kids

 18 August at 15.00
 Creative Association 1000letie  

(Hryhorenka 26A)    
 150 UAH
 1000letie.com.ua   

Soap Bubbles Show
Entertaining show for kids

 15 September at 13.00
 Creative Association 1000letie  

(Hryhorenka 26A)
 150 UAH
 1000letie.com.ua

Masha and the Bear
Puppet theatre performance
19 August at 12.00

 Kyiv Academic Puppet Theatre 
(Hrushevskoho 1a)

 80 – 150 UAH
 akadempuppet.kiev.ua

Buratino
Puppet theatre performance
12 September at 12.00

 Kyiv Academic Puppet Theatre 
(Hrushevskoho 1a)

 120 – 170 UAH
 akadempuppet.kiev.ua

Contrasts 
Exhibition of  works by Alisa Onipchenko 

 2 August – 25 August 
 Art Space Kolovorot (Zolotovoritska 2a)
 Free
 kolovorotart

The Bodyline
Exhibition of  works by Honoured 
Artist of  Ukraine Natalia Papirna

 Starting 9 August
 Lera Litvinova Gallery (Zvirynetska 47)
 Free
 www.llitvinova.com

Intaglio
First international mini print triennial 

 4-30 September
 Bilyy Svit (Pushkinska 21)
 Free
 whiteworld.net

LOCAL TIME. EPISODE II. KING LEAR
Art exhibition  
by Alina Maksimenko

 24 July – 8 September
 Shcherbenko Art Centre (Mykhaykivska 22v)

This is a must-visit if  you’re looking to turn 
your perception of  reality upside down. Di-
vided into three sections – a video triptych 
and two series of  paintings One Look and 
Fisherman’s Dream, the exhibition consists 
of  three fictional stories, contrasting at first 
glance but connected by similar ideas: the 
concept of  time and how it changes our 
beliefs, place in society, and leads to  re-eval-
uating life. It is about reconsidering values, 
and is an opportunity to see how things can 
be quite different from the expectations we, 
and the people around us, place upon us.

 Free
 shcherbenkoartcentre.com

https://artzavodplatforma.com/ua
https://park.skymall.ua/
http://www.akadempuppet.kiev.ua
http://www.akadempuppet.kiev.ua
http://www.llitvinova.com
http://shcherbenkoartcentre.com/
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What’s Ahead

FAIRYTALES TO MUSIC 
Sleeping Beauty (UA, music, 
literature, and art performance)

 14 October at 12.00 
 Kyiv Conservatory 

(Arkhitektora Horodetskoho 1-3/11)
A well-known Ukrainian actress and 
popular TV presenter will narrate a 
famous fairytale, accompanied by Kyiv 

NOT FOR PUBLICITY: SECRET AND 
ABSOLUTELY DISCREET 
(Ne Dlia Rozgholosu, Sekretno I 
Tsilkom Taiemno)

 11 October – 11 November
 Voloshyn Gallery (Tereshchenkivska 13)

Lviv artist Kinder Album is poised to open 
her new exhibition telling us stories from 
a hero’s subconscious. This exhibition is a 
collection of  fictional stories, which may 
seem real at first glance. It features images 
of  famous people side-by-side with others 
who don’t seem familiar. The artworks 
are like puzzles that need to be solved. 
In addition, the exhibition is essentially a 
peculiar version of  yellow press: even the 
name speaks for itself  – creating interest 
and intrigue. What’s most gripping – and 
terrifying at the same time, is that the 
main plot of  the works are murder and 
suicide. But don’t be afraid to come and 
explore these works with a darker twist!

 Free
 voloshyngallery.art

SILK HEARTTHROB
JMSN (US, soul, R&B)

 19 November at 19.00
 Caribbean Club (Symona Petlyury 4)

In listening to the music of  Christian Ber-
ishaj, it seems you might find yourself  
floating along the Azure coast somewhere 
in Miami – such is the soft, smooth, and en-
veloping groove it creates. JMSN does not 
limit himself  to producing music for him-
self  alone; he is also involved in the record-
ing of  albums for Kendrick Lamar, and has 
collaborated with such artists as J Cole, The 
Game, Tyga, Ab-Soul, Kaytrnada, and 
more. In the end, every concert of  his gives 
you goosebumps, and the new album Velvet, 
which will be released in September, will 
immerse you in the enchanting atmosphere 
of  the artist’s style.

 550 UAH
 caribbean.com.ua

PERFORMER OF DESIRES
Kodaline (IE, rock)

 4 November at 20.00
 Bel’Etage (Shota Rustaveli 16a)

This Irish four-man band has gained 
wide popularity via participation in the 
music show You’re a Star. At that time, the 
collective was known by the name 21 De-
mands, which they changed in 2011. It is 
noteworthy that frontman Steve Garrig-
an and guitarist Mark Prendergast have 
known each other since the age of  eight 
and studied at the same school. Now the 
pair, together with Jason Boland and Vin-
ny May Jr, are taking their sound across 
Europe and can be heard on top-end ra-
dio stations. The release of  the group’s 
third album Politics of  Living is scheduled 
for the end of  September, which they will 
bring to Kyiv.

 1 090 UAH
 beletageconcertclub

ROCK REBORN 
Monks Singing Rock (UA, concert) 

 23 September at 19.30
 Kyiv Conservatory  

(Arkhitektora Horodetskoho 1-3/11)
Rock is considered to be a musical form 
pivotal in effecting social change and pro-
test. This project protests the very concept 
of  this sound. Monks have managed to pre-
serve the essence of  these songs but refine 
the compositions to rediscover and reinter-
pret meaning that may have become trivial 
to contemporary listeners. Some say this is 
an incomparable musical experience. Some 
say it’s an alternative approach to rock. 
United in choir, the monks do not represent 
any religion. They have just grasped an op-
portunity to breathe new life into music cre-
ated by talented composers. Rock that was 
revolutionary yesterday may be boring and 
outdated today. But that won’t ever happen 
owing to this amazing production. 

 250 – 650 UAH
 kiev.karabas.com

Camerata performing Tchaikovsky’s 
masterpieces. This blend of  music and 
literature will be further enhanced with 
stunning water animation and sand art 
shows – the genres will merge on one 
big screen, on one big stage. Ebru, an 
ancient technique of  painting on wa-
ter, resembles mosaics of  dancing col-
ours in the world of  children’s fanta-
sies. Sand drawings serve to add more 
dynamics and precise silhouettes to the 
unravelling plot. Musical pictures will 
be evoked with sand, water, and your 
imagination. Can you think of  a better 
way to have fun with your children? 

 110 – 375 UAH
 kiev.karabas.com

http://voloshyngallery.art/
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Serzh Velychanskyi

What’s Important

This year, the State Enterprise National 
Sports Complex Olimpiyskiy (the venue’s 
official name) is celebrating its 95th anni-
versary, so I headed over to this legendary 
place to take a deeper look into its present 
life and the challenges it has faced.
Many sporting venues, which have been 
built or remodelled for international tourna-
ments, have a hard time finding a successful 
business model allowing them to survive and 
keep afloat. I met with Viktor Anisimov – 
deputy general director of  Olimpiyskiy, 
who has held this position since Euro 2012 
through to today, including during the re-
cent UEFA Champions League 2018 final, 
who has some interesting stories to tell.

INSIDER’S WORDS
“The Stadium celebrates 95 years this year 
and before EURO 2012 it was fully refur-
bished. In spite of  the scepticism of  many 
(due to previous experience with stadiums in 
other countries, where they could not main-
tain a feasible profit), our current budget 
allows for 40% sporting activities and 60% 
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95WHEN I WAS A CHILD, I LOVED GOING TO THE “BIG 
STADIUM”, BECAUSE THAT’S WHERE UKRAINE’S 
NATIONAL TEAMS AND DYNAMO KYIV PLAYED 
INTERNATIONAL GAMES. UPON ADULTHOOD, I 
WAS SELECTED TO BE A HOST SPEAKER FOR UEFA’S 
EURO 2012 GAMES IN KYIV AND NSK OLIMPIYSKIY 
HAD BY THEN BEEN COMPLETELY REMODELLED 
TO BECOME A TRULY MODERN HIGHLIGHT OF 
THE NATION’S CAPITAL

like Real Madrid, think of  the build and 
whether they have any unusual require-
ments. Anisimov replies: “Not really, they 
love our stadium. It has proved to be very 
lucky for them. Spain won over Italy in the 
final of  EURO 2012 4-0, and in the 2018 
UCL final they won as well.”

BIZARRE CONTROVERSY
As the stadium ramped up Euro 2012 prepa-
rations, a bizarre situation arose… Anisimov 
picks up the story. “Ukraine was getting 
ready to host the biggest football tournament 
in the world at the time. According to proce-
dure, UEFA took full control of  the stadium 
three months prior the games. A few weeks 
before the start, investigators from the State 
General Prosecutor’s office arrive and ac-
cuse the stadium of  hiding dozens of  illegal 
immigrants from China in the basement,” 
he says laughing. “The officers wanted to 
shut down the venue to investigate. Needless 
to say, UEFA was a bit shocked. The ordeal 
continued for some time and only with help 
from the President of  Ukraine were these ac-
cusations put to rest.” 

ANOTHER HICCUP
Another unusual occurrence happened this 
May. Ukraine was getting ready to host an-
other great football event – the 2018 UEFA 
Champions League final. The stadium had 
been selected a few years before and sev-
eral weeks prior to the match, the UEFA 
delegation reported one of  the goals did 
not meet the organisation’s high standards 
and demanded it be substituted. Licensed 
sport equipment providers from England 
and Germany refused to do the work due 
to short notice. The story doesn’t end there. 
One of  the Euro 2012 goals, which had 
been broken by fans on 4 June 2015 fol-
lowing the Ukrainian Cup final, was still in 
storage. A few Ukrainian ‘jack of  all trades’ 
managed to fix it, satisfying UEFA and al-
lowing it to be set it up just one day before 
the match.

on forums, concerts, corporate events, and 
even weddings,” Anisimov starts out.
He stresses, that it was due to smart segrega-
tion of  the brand into – not only a “sport” 
but a “sport and culture complex” that this 
venue has found success, with some fabu-
lous events, including concerts by Madonna 
and the Red Hot Chilli Peppers. “We can 
host big cultural events for any international 
celebrity. We’ve had such a good start that 
even our colleagues in Poland, with whom 
we co-hosted Euro 2012, were happy to 
take some of  our ideas back to Warsaw.”

INNOVATION AS KEY
Anisimov continues: “One of  the creative 
uses of  our stadium for example, was when 
we hosted ‘Breakfast with the Prime Min-
ister’ during the First Economic Forum in 
Ukraine. It all took place on the actual turf  
in the centre of  the stadium. Even business-
men from the US were marvelled and sur-
prised by it!”
This is all good and well, but I’m interested 
in what some of  the greatest football teams, 

Over its 95-year history, the stadium has 

many stories to tell from WWII and the 

Soviet era. It has proudly made it onto 

the Top 100 stadiums of  the world and 

is ranked #28 among UEFA’s most elite.

Seating capacity: 70 050 

Number of  stewards during 

matches: 1 000
Number of  CCTV cameras: 390

Concerts: Red Hot Chilli Peppers, 

Madonna, Depesh Mode, Okean Elzy, 

and lots more…
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Paul Niland 

What’s On the Move

As we collect the ASX for our test drive, 
the first striking feature I notice is the 
deep red paintwork. While this isn’t a big 
car, relatively speaking, the red finishes it 
in a way that makes it look like it could be 
an aggressive beast, if  needed. Once in-
side the car the cockpit adds to the sense 
that, once the engine is asked a question, 
there will be a reasonable response.

IN THE TITLE 
A sports car should have a tight feel, 
and the acronym “ASX” breaks down 
to reveal that this car is an Active Sports 
Crossover, with ‘sport’ right there in the 
title. The cabin is large enough not to feel 
cramped, but at the same time detailed 
enough for the driver to know the design-
ers want you to feel like you’re in a sports 
car. The seats wrap around your back, the 
dashboard binnacles stand proud, and as 
we move off they offer an insight into 
what the engine is doing in response to 
my right foot. Taking off, is the answer.
The model of  car is powered by a gutsy 
two-litre engine. As the ASX is not a 
big car, those two litres are more than 
enough to provide the kind of  turn of  

A SeXy Little Number
THE MITSIBUSHI ASX IS A FINE-
LOOKING CAR, BUT THERE IS MORE 
TO THIS MID-SIZED SUV THAN JUST 
LOOKS, IT MOVES TOO

speed that you sometimes need on Kyiv’s 
roads, i.e., to get yourself  out of  trouble 
and avoid a bang. The engine picks up 
and accelerates from low revs without 
a second thought; at higher speeds on 
larger roads there’s no sluggishness or 
lag when the car needs to ramp up the 
MsPH.

A SAFE AND CONSCIOUS CAR
But this car isn’t just about turn of  speed, 
this car has a few other tricks up its sleeve 
as well, because at the centre of  the cen-
tre console is a button to electronically 
switch the driving mode from 2WD to 
4WD. That little button makes it an ideal 
car for dealing with the seasonal driving 
conditions here in Ukraine: a nippy and 
easily-managed city car in the summer; 
and then a car capable of  dealing with 
Kyiv winters, all wrapped up in one nice 
little package.
There’s more good news. As Mitsibushi 
have made a point of  positioning their 
brand as a builder of  smaller and more 
efficient cars, the ASX is the benchmark 
of  environmentally-conscious (as much as 
an internal combustion engine running 
on fossil fuels can be, of  course) vehicles. 
It’s even eligible for a tax break in Japan 
due to its “eco-friendly” status, and in Eu-
rope the car meets the stringent “Euro 5” 
standards related to the footprint it leaves 
in its wake. At the same time, with fam-
ilies in mind, the car is also super safe, 
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MITSUBISHI ASX
Stats for the Boys
ü  2.0 Litre engine generating 150 HP
ü  0-60 time, quick enough
ü  Top speed, quick enough
Pros for the Girls
ü The design – it’s lovely
ü The 5-star ANCAP safety rating

4,5/5

Technology

4,5/5

Performance

4,5/5

Design

 RA
TIN

G

having earned a 5-star safety rating from 
ANCAP in Australia.

GOOD VALUE
The bells and whistles we have come to 
expect from modern vehicles are all there 
too: there is a touch screen music console 
and plenty of  controls at your fingertips 
on the steering wheel. The automat-
ic gearbox can operate in semi-manual 
mode too, with flappy paddles behind the 
steering wheel allowing drivers who feel 
the need to get an extra element of  han-
dling and performance when and where 
needed. 
The base model in the ASX range starts 
out at a touch over 20 000 USD, which is 
pretty good value, if  you’re in the market 
for a new car this is one that should be 
weighed up in the mix. It’s a vehicle that 
can be enjoyed in all seasons, not a work-
horse like the L200 or the Outlander, but 
a more sophisticated and comfortable op-
tion, with looks to match.
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What about the Guys

Anna Azarova

THERE ARE MORE CLOTHING OPTIONS 
AVAILABLE FOR WOMEN THAN FOR 
MEN. FASHION BOUTIQUES AND 
RETAILERS STILL GIVE LIMITED SPACE TO 
MENSWEAR. WHY IS THIS? SOME ARGUE 
THAT GUYS ARE MORE CONSERVATIVE 
AND LESS FLEXIBLE. LET’S CONSIDER THIS 
ISSUE FROM A DIFFERENT PERSPECTIVE. 
MAYBE MEN WILL BE MORE OPEN 
TO EXPERIMENTS IF THEY HAVE AN 
EXTENSIVE VARIETY OF GARMENTS 
AVAILABLE IN ONE VENUE

More fashion opportunities  
FOR MEN

A place of  great variety exists on Kyiv’s fashion map – a 100% men’s 
world impressively stretches over the vast -1 floor at TSUM.  
It is a separate territory sharply focused on the diverse needs of  the  
modern male. Here men can do something unique – they can try on  
brand-new outfits from a wide multi-range assortment. 
Most importantly, in August guys can discover new brands that  
deliver chic practicality and exclusivity to their wardrobes. 

So, what’s hot for men this season? 
New collections include outstanding streetwear and 

casual items. For those running low on good old 
denim, upscale VERSUS and groovy TRUE  
RELIGION offer perfect-fit and perfect-feel  
classical jeans to be paired with plenty of   

inspiring printed T-shirts.  
For autumn, big name designers and trendset-
ters recommend wearing either classic shoes 

or trainers. Iconic BALLY will help guys select 
an ideal pair to look both sophisticated and up-to-date.  
Traditional plain-toe Oxfords and refined-silhouette 
loafers will also let them capture the style. Every item 
from the legendary Swiss brand blends impeccable  
quality and enduring luxury.
Shirts play a significant role in a guys’ image. What will 
they put on if  they have a business lunch with partners 
or romantic dinner with a pretty sweetheart? Gorgeous 
ETON boasts shirts of  all types, of  all designs and for 
all occasions – official, unbuttoned and evening – to 

make gentlemen feel confident and relevant in any situation. 
Smart accessories are what real men can’t do without. MCM leather 
backpacks are exceptional pieces that appeal to the contemporary 
mobile lifestyle, and put a crucial finishing touch to a new look. 
Now men can enjoy many more dressing choices while exploring 
new brands or purchasing their favourite labels presented at TSUM’s 
-1 floor. 

BALLY 
sneakers

VERSUS 
T-shirt 

BALLY clutch
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What’s On the Rise

Anna Azarova

Eager to have a peep into the future, we 
enter the territory of  a former dilapi-
dated motorcycle factory, which is going 
through a fantastic transformation. It is 
where UNIT.City – Ukraine’s first inno-
vation park, is on the move.
 
ECHOES OF THE SOVIET PERIOD 
Officially launched in spring 2017, the 
ambitious 200 million USD project is fi-
nanced by Vasyl Khmelnytsky’s K.Fund 
that supports education and economy 
related initiatives. UNIT.City’s managing 
partners are Max Yakover, also the park’s 
CEO, and Maxim Bakhmatov. Earlier, 
they jointly reformed the Expo Centre. 
“According to the investor, more than 

50 million USD has been al-
ready been injected into 

the project,” says Yak-
over, who is known 
for his popular Cha-
sopys co-working 
platforms. 
Still under devel-

opment, UNIT.
City blends modern 

construction and aban-
doned plant facilities. Yak-

over takes us on a tour around 
to demonstrate what has been 

achieved so far – the minimum viable 
product presently equals 14 000 square 
metres and that constitutes just 3-4% of  
the park-will-be.

UNRIVALLED ECOSYSTEM 
“Two major things make our ‘city with-
in a city’ unique. First, we have created 
infrastructure for studying, running busi-
nesses, relaxing, and living. Second, we 
offer a technological ecosystem that pro-
vides a beneficial environment for crea-
tive industries – IT, art, design, cinema, 
music, and fashion companies, labora-
tories, agencies and start-ups,” Yakover 
explains. 
The ecosystem brings together new gen-
eration companies and global-thinking 

Back to the Future

IN THE PAST, PEOPLE BUILT CITIES AS THEIR MIND-SET AND NECESSITIES 
DICTATED. IN THE FUTURE, CITIES WILL BE SHAPED BY IDEAS, 
CONCEPTS, AND A CREATIVE SPIRIT. YOU NEED TO ONLY LOOK AT 
THE INNOVATION HUBS THAT HAVE STARTED SPREADING ACROSS THE 
GLOBE. THEY FUNCTION AS INDEPENDENT UNITS ENABLING RESIDENTS 
TO WORK, STUDY, AND LIVE IN ONE AREA. SUCH A PHENOMENON HAS 
RECENTLY EMERGED IN KYIV TO SET A PRECEDENT FOR THE ENTIRE 
COUNTRY. PERHAPS, EVEN BEYOND…

system will be a driving force behind new 
products and industries, and consequent-
ly have an overall positive impact on the 
national economy.”  
UNIT.City gives Ukrainian young people 
opportunities to fulfill their full potential 
here – from getting an education up to 
founding their own businesses or finding 
a job in a resident company.

UNIT.FACTORY 
Ukraine’s only programming school 
based on the French School 42 ‘peer-to-
peer’ model is open for those acquiring 
new professional skills and changing their 
careers. There are no teachers nor reg-
ular lectures nor boring textbooks here. 
The school applies a 24/7 approach to 
three-year studies run in a game format. 

entrepreneurs and talents to reinforce 
each other, cooperate synergistically, in-
vent innovative products, and open up 
more jobs. Presently, 85 groups work in 
UNIT.City. 
“Our first 35 ‘residents’ have already 
launched 20 joint projects,” Yakover says. 
“When we select new companies, we an-
alyse how they can help the current res-
idents and vice versa. We are set to de-
velop one of  the biggest innovation parks 
in Eastern Europe. Companies will grow 
much faster here than outside. Our eco-

Max Yakover
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academic degrees – are taken into con-
sideration. Programming skills also don’t 
play any decisive role – enthusiasts with 
a humanitarian background are also wel-
come here. 
“Our selection process is rigorous. Now 
we have 800 students meticulously se-
lected out of  30 000 applicants,” Yak-
over says. “To get them immersed into 
the world of  technology, we offer them 
a three-week programme – we call it a 
‘swimming pool’ – consisting of  multiple 
tasks and lasting 14-hour days with no 
weekends.”

SURVIVAL OF THE FITTEST  
Those surviving end up being equipped 
with solid knowledge. There is one more 
requirement – upon graduation, they all 

have to work in Ukraine for three years.  
To get to the business campus, we pass 
by the decrepit factory facilities with a 
tall plant column to be converted into a 
lighthouse – an art object designed by 
British architect Sebastian Kite. Erect-
ed from scratch, the four-storey business 
campus boasts outstanding architecture, 
has a total area of  5 000 square metres, 
and accommodates a number of  office, 
co-working, meeting, and conference 
zones accommodating from 30 to 150 
people.
Besides Chasopys.UNIT, current resi-
dents include Imperious Group, Mobi-
hunter, Agro Hub, Octava Cyber Defence 
LLC, Advertising System Management 
Group, and others that represent Ag-
riTech, FoodTech, FinTech, Energy and 
CleanTech, AI, Machine Learning, Big 
Data, Blockchain, Digital Health, IoT, 
Hardware, SaaS, and other sectors. 
Three laboratories also operate from 
here. “Part of  the global community, 
FabLab Fabricator boasts all necessary 
expertise and equipment – from ad-
vanced 3D printers to CNC machinery, 
soldering stations and oscillographs – to 
help people turn start-up ideas into pro-
totypes,” Yakover says. 
Sensorama’s VR/AR Lab is a studio fo-
cusing on virtual and augmented reality 
app development, 360 video production, 
3D modelling, and animation. The third 
laboratory is engaged in Blockchain tech-
nology and cryptocurrencies.
At least 200 various events are held in 
UNIT.City every year. The first Ukrain-
ian Defence Hackathon is taking place 
even as we continue our tour of  the busi-
ness campus. 

FIRST AND EXEMPLARY 
UNIT.City is a combined effort of  a mul-
tinational team – Polish experts helped 
with the master plan, Israeli professionals 
assisted in security aspects, and Lithua-
nian specialists were involved in the con-
cept.

“Currently, there are nearly 40 innova-
tion districts in the world. We analysed 
all of  them and implemented what would 
work best for Ukraine. Our project dis-
plays how to use landscape design, the 
ecosystem, and contemporary architec-
ture solutions to develop an area where 
people interact with each other. UNIT.
City sets an example. We will feel its pow-
erful impact far beyond the park territo-
ry,” Yakover says. 
The area also features a stylish café with 
a summer terrace, gym, parking, and a 
charging station for electric cars.
UNIT.City rises from the site of  a ruined 
factory, which is symbolic. While trans-
forming past into future, it has the poten-
tial to shape a new history for Ukraine – 
bright, inspiring, and innovative.  There is 
no need to go abroad to live a decent life 
– we can be happy at home. “Ukraine has 
limitless opportunities and a vast number 
of  niches to be filled. If  you create a qual-
ity product, your success is guaranteed,” 
Yakover smiles. 

UNIT.CITY BY 2025 
Territory – 500 000 square metres. 
Residents – 300+ companies and R&D 
centres 
Jobs – 15 000 
Events – 500+ annually
Students – 3 000+
Residential complex with two schools, 
two kindergartens, recreation areas etc.

 www.unit.city 

“It does not matter 
what you know. 

The vital thing is 
how quickly you 

can learn”

Follow the QR code 
to see a video  
of  the project

Students move up from level to level and 
gain practical experience as interns in a 
real company. “It does not matter what 
you know. The vital thing is how quickly 
you can learn,” Yakover says. 
Education is free of  charge. Candidates 
must be between 17 to 30-years old and 
pass an acceptance test. Their motiva-
tion, perseverance, and capabilities – not 
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What’s All the Fuss

Woman at War
The 9th Odesa International Film Festival took place recently. 
Benedikt Erlingsson’s film Woman at War, a co-production between 
Iceland, France, and Ukraine, had the honour of  opening the fes-
tival. This film took the gong at the Cannes Film Festival for best 
soundtrack which consisted of  Ukrainian folk songs. The music in 
the movie accompanies the reflections of  the main character Hal-
la. What is interesting about it is the musicians and singers appear 
in the movie at key moments to give their musical “commentary”. 
It’s like breaking through the so called ‘fourth wall’ between the 
actors and viewers. 
The movie has nothing in common with the real war. This is a sto-
ry about a 50-year-old woman, a choir director, and all the people 
in town know her. However, even her closest friends and family 
don’t have any idea that she is an ecology activist, who’s trying 
different methods, sometimes radical, to stop heavy industry in 
the town. Her life changes completely when she gets the nod to 
adopt a child – a little girl from Ukraine’s Donetsk region. It’s not 
the right moment for motherhood, as Halla is eager to preserve 
Iceland’s ecology. Nevertheless, she decides to take a final stand 
against an aluminium plant, then go to Ukraine, and pick up her 
adopted daughter.
Most of  the shoot took place in Iceland, with the exception of  the 
plant, which was shot in the Dnipro region. Woman at War will be 
screened in Kyiv on 16 August. So don’t miss it!

Home Games
Also, pay attention to the third full-length film from Ukrainian 
award-winning director Alisa Kovalenko, Home Games. This is a 
documentary co-production from Ukraine, France, and Poland. 
The film won an award at the Odesa International Film Festival in 
the category “Best European Documentary Film”.
The plot centres on 20-year-old Alina, who is a talented football 
player. She is about to join the Ukrainian national team, but when 
the crucial season starts her mother dies of  alcoholism and now 
Alina is a substitute mother. Neglected by her parents because of  
their constant problems with alcohol and the law, Alina tries to 
deal with the family’s financial problems on her own and provide 
a stable childhood for her little sister and brother. Only with the 
support of  her grandmother and her own self-confidence, is she 
able to cope with issues as they arise. Alina is forced to choose: 
football or family. Will she find the courage to move further, when 
everything is out of  control? Find out by watching the movie.
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Jared Morgan

ABCs are important, and when it comes to public spaces in the 
21st century there is one ‘A’ that should always be considered – 
‘accessibility’.
It is a slope that has been traversed either up or down by Kyiv resi-
dents for more than 1 000 years. Last month, the steps that connect 
Peizazhna Alley (Landscape Alley) with the Honchari-Kozhumya-
ki area and leading to Andriivskiy Descent in Podil were reopened 
following their first upgrade in more than half-a-century to much 
fanfare and back-patting by city officials.
The 200-metre, 247-step stairs have been given a multi-million 
UAH and very 21st century upgrade: LED lighting has been in-
stalled in the handrails; there are observation decks; the surround-
ing slope has been landscaped; alarm buttons and CCTV cameras 
have been installed. There is even Wi-Fi. 
It has all the bells and whistles and has already become a favourite 
spot for snapping many a selfie – but only if  you are physically 
able. The glaring omission is access for people with disabilities, 
mothers with strollers, and even cyclists, prompting rapid reaction 
to the newly unveiled climb on social media. 
Well-known Kyiv activist Dmytro Schebetyuk, of  disability ad-
vocacy organisation Dostypho.Ua, who uses a wheelchair, late 
last month vowed on the organisation’s Facebook page to test the 
stairs. He has yet to do so.
Meanwhile, Kyiv City Administration officials have hit back at 
criticism, arguing the slope is simply too steep to make installing 
ramps, or constructing other forms of  access, feasible. However, 
with the steps being part of  a wider plan to construct a tourist trail 
through the historic centre, linking to Volodymyrska Hill and on to 
Druzhbi Narodiv (Friendship of  Nations) Arch, we wonder if  these 
concerns will be taken on board by the city in the next phases of  
the project. 
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Lee Reaney

With access to many of  the city’s most 
popular tourist spots, record-breaking 
stations, and some of  the most ornate 
metro architecture in the former Soviet 
Bloc, Kyiv’s undeground transit system is 
worth the ride.

RED LINE: 
METRO LINE ONE
The city’s ‘red line’ or ‘line one’ – the 
city’s oldest and busiest – is a tourist 
draw in its own right. Taking 38.5 
minutes to ride (according to plan), the 
18-station route will take you from the 
city’s Sviatoshyn district to the left 
back, where there are plans to 
extend the line to the suburb 
of  Brovary, giving the line 
the official name: the 
Svyatoshynsko-Brovarksa 
line. Opened in 1960, the 
Vokzalna to Dnipro stretch 
is the city’s oldest and features 
some of  the region’s most 
exquisite stations. More than that, 
you’ll be able to visit many of  the city’s 
most popular places – the Pecherska 
Lavra, the Motherland Monument, 
Hydropark, and Khreschatyk Street. 

TRANSIT CONNECTIONS 
AND SOVIET ART: 
AKADEMISTECHKO – 
POLITEKHNICHNIY 
INSTITUT
While the line may be 
named after the Sviatoshyn 
station, it has since been ex-
tended to Akademistechko 
(in 2003). The seven-western-
most stations offer little as far 
as tourism goes, but they are worth 
visiting if  you are into metro station 
design or looking to get out of  the city. 
Known as October (Revolution) station 
and Bolshevik Factory station during the 
Soviet days, Shuliavska and Beresteyska 
respectively offer some interesting 
designs. The former used to fea-
ture a bronze bust of  Lenin, 
while the latter still has a 
very cool mosaic of  a Sovi-
et worker. There is a train 
station at Sviatoshyn, which 
is useful if  you’re looking to 
get away from the bustle of  
Vokzalna (central train station), 
while auto connections to western 

Ukraine can be found at Zhytomyrska 
station. To get to Zhuliany (Kyiv City 
Airport), catch bus #22 from Shuliavska. 
You can transfer to the Kyiv Urban Elec-
tric Train at Beresteyska (the rail station is 
called Rubezhivsky). 

THE HEART OF KYIV:  
VOKZALNA – DNIPRO
The six stations at the heart of  the red line 
were the first to open and are wonderful-
ly beautiful. Located deep deep under-
ground to protect against ground water 
and to double as bomb shelters, this sec-

tion of  the line features the deepest 
metro station in the world – Ar-

senalna at 105.5m. It also fea-
tures the two busiest stations 
– Khreschatyk and Vokzal-
na. Kyiv’s transport hub, 
Vokzalna, gives you connec-
tions to trams, trains, buses, 

and the urban rail. You 
can even get to Boryspil 

Airport by jumping on 
bus #322 from here. Be sure 
to stop at Universitet. Not 
only can you check out the 
famous Blood Red building 
of  Shevchenko University 
and St Volodomyr Cathe-

dral, the most important 
Ukrainian Orthodox 

church, the station itself  is 
wonderful, with marble busts 
of  famous poets and scien-
tists. True to its name, the 
next stop – Teatralna, will 

connect you to the city’s 
biggest theatres, includ-

ing Kyiv Opera and the 
Lesya Ukrainka. You can 

also transfer to the Green 
Line at Teatralna.
You’ve hit the centre of  the 
city when you get to Khre-
schatyk station, which con-

nects with the Blue Line at 
Maidan Nezalezhnosti 

(Independence Square). 
Hop out to take a stroll 
through the heart of  the 
city. Be sure to visit Maidan 
to learn about the Revolu-
tion of  Dignity. Pop over to 

Bessarabskiy Market if  you’re 
hungry. And if  you like to par-

ty, some of  the city’s most popular 

clubs are in Arena City. At Arsenalna, 
you might want to take a video of  the re-
cord-breaking five-minute escalator ride 
to show your friends. When you finally 
get out of  the station, you can either head 
over to Mariinskiy Park and the Verkhov-
na Rada (parliament) or take a 10-minute 
stroll to Pecherska Lavra and the Moth-
erland Monument. Mystetskiy Arsenal is 

also worth a visit, offering cutting-edge 
exhibits and art shows. At the Dnipro sta-
tion, pop out for some beautiful photos of  
the river and check out the two impressive 
Soviet statues that still adorn the bridge.

A DNIPRO DELIGHT:  
HYDROPARK – LISOVA

Much like the westernmost part 
of  the line, the eastern part is 

more for commuters and of-
fers little as far as tourism 
goes. The exception to this is 
Hydropark, a popular river-
side park on the banks of  the 

Dnipro River. While there are 
plenty of  clubs and restaurants, 

and even an aging amusement 
park, the main draw are the beaches and 
the water itself. Boat rentals are available, 
and a popular activity is to find your own 
stretch of  beach for a picnic. Some of  the 
city’s trendiest clubs are also located here, 
giving the area a young and hip vibe. Lo-

cated next to Kyiv’s International 
Exhibition Centre, home of  

last year’s Eurovision Song 
Contest, Livoberezhna (Left 
Bank) was renovated just last 
year. This is your left bank 
transit connection, offering 

access to the Darnytsia train 
and bus stations (not to be con-

fused with the Darnytsia metro 
stop) and the Kyiv Urban Electric 

Train. The last stops are generally not 
frequented by foreigners but are interest-
ing if  you’re looking for a different look at 
life in Kyiv. The popular Art Zavod Plat-
forma, a factory transformed into an arts, 
entertainment, and culinary hub, can be 
found next to the Darynok Mall at near 
the Lisova station.
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Discover Kyiv by Metro

At Arsenalna, you might want 
to take a video of  the record-
breaking five-minute escalator 
ride to show your friends.



30  What’s On    Issue 12   15 August - 15 September 2018

Anna Azarova

Nestled on a downtown street near, yet 
hidden from, the hustle and bustle, Balu at-
tracts guests of  all ages. It is a place where 
you can eat during the day, drop by for an 
evening drink, or stay for a proper dinner. 

SOFT DESIGN
The restaurant adds something different 
to Ukraine’s food scene. Everything here – 
even the design – is a softer version of  the 
world’s seventh largest and second-most 
populous land. A dark green and saffron 
palette evokes an association with India’s 
national flag and lends a sense of  enveloping 
comfort. This homely warmth is enhanced 
with potted plants and distressed wood-
en tables, chairs, and benches that impart 
rustic charm to the overall décor. Walls are 
subtlety adorned with golden patterns, one 
of  them symbolising Ganesha, the Hindu 
elephant-headed and most-worshipped 
god of  success, wealth, and new beginnings. 
A cute rack boasts bric-a-brac including 
themed books, smart candlesticks, and 
three mystic “see no evil, hear no evil, speak 
no evil” monkeys.
After soaking up the venue’s original atmos-
phere, we start exploring its delicacies.

SOFT MENU
To those new to Indian food, an extensive 
list of  unfamiliar dishes may sound a bit 
disconcerting. Therefore, Balu wisely offers 
a simplified menu sharply focused on two 
key ingredients, chicken and paneer – an 
unaged and unsalted farmer cheese home-
made by 80% of  families in India. The 
restaurant claims they prepare this cheese 
on their own, according to original recipes. 

THE WHAT’S ON CHECK LIST
English Menu (partially) ü
English-speaking staff ü
Wifi ü
Price $$
WO Rating  

Soft, light, and mild, its texture reminds me 
of  tofu. 
For an aperitif, we order a mango lassi – a 
savoury non-alcohol beverage based on 
sour milk and mango puree (specially trans-
ported from India), and accentuated with 
cardamom. Similar to yoghurt in its es-
sence, yet unique by its taste, lassi is a good 
refreshing and nourishing option for a hot 
summer day.  

MAKE SURE YOU TRY
Chicken curry 110 UAH
Mushroom soup 65 UAH
Lemonade 55 UAH

EDIBLE INVENTORY
Paneer salad 75 UAH
Paneer with vegetables 75 UAH
Chicken in nut and tomato sauce 110 UAH
Paneer in spinach sauce 110 UAH
Mango Lassi 75 UAH
Kashmir 120 UAH
Jasmine Sour 120 UAH
New Deli Breakfast 120 UAH
Bollywood banana 120 UAH

Total 925 UAH

What’s On the Menu

Balu, Indian food & drinks
Velyka Zhytomyrska 27
¾ 11.00 – 23.00 

 balu.kiev 
 +380 (96) 052 0755 

SO DISTANT. SO LARGE. 
SO COMPLEX. INDIA IS 
INFUSED WITH RICH 
HISTORY AND CULTURE. 
ITS DIVERSE TRADITIONS 
CAN BOTH FASCINATE AND 
PUT OFF TRAVELLERS. 
HOWEVER THOSE EAGER 
TO GET A LITTLE MORE 
FAMILIAR WITH THIS 
ANCIENT NATION HAVE 
THE CHANCE TO DO SO 
RIGHT HERE IN KYIV

A Soft
Intro to India

SOFT SPICES 
Indian cuisine is widely considered all spice 
and fire. This is not the case as Balu, as 
its dishes are softened and adapted to the 
tastebuds of  Ukrainians. With this in mind, 
we order two salads. The first one is Ital-
ian-styled and contains delicate paneer 
cheese, bitter crunchy rucola, lush mangold 
leaves, and sweet mango sauce. The other 
is a warm snack consisting of  the same pa-
neer slightly baked with red bell peppers, 
sprinkled with spring onions, and toppled 
with soya and tomato sauce. The starter has 
a pleasantly piquant aftertaste to whet our 
appetite further. 
The chicken in nut and tomato sauce comes 
just in time. We enjoy flavoured and reason-
ably spicy chunks of  juicy meat with fresh 
aromas of  cilantro and some other herbs. 
It is followed by paneer garnished with a 
gentle spinach sauce – a perfect choice for 
vegetarians. 

Beautifully presented in bright ceramic 
bowls, both dishes are well balanced with 
boiled Basmati long-grain crispy rice deliv-
ered from India. 

SOFT DRINKS 
The cocktail list is worth your while – Balu 
combines the latest global trends with Indi-
an spices to produce unparalleled concoc-
tions. We begin with a Jasmine Sour that 
has a multifaceted taste featuring gin and 
freshly squeezed lemon juice. We move on 
to Kashmir – a succulent aromatic blend 
of  Jägermeister, egg whites, and distinctive 
notes of  good old curry. New Deli Breakfast 
is stronger, heavier, and sweeter as it boasts 
legendary Old Monk seven-year rum and 
mango syrup. Luxurious Bollywood Ba-
nana wins our heart owing to its exquisite 
and intricate mix of  BarSol Pisco Prime-
ro (grape brandy), magnificent banana 
liqueur, sugar syrup, lime juice, and the 
indispensable curry. It is like a vintage fra-
grance – challenging, inviting, memorable, 
and long-lasting.
The venue also serves its own homemade 
lemonades – grapefruit-ginger or lavender 
– another type of  soft drink that never goes 
out of  fashion. 

SOFT PRICES
Unveiled just a few months ago, Balu has 
great potential to turn into one of  Kyiv’s 
most posh dining spots. Its fabulous bar 
zone promises a positive buzz in the future 
and will play host to exciting events. So far, 
prices are reasonable enough to help you 
indulge in the amiable surroundings paired 
with Indian delicacies.   
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What’s in Focus

LIGHTS! CAMERA! ACTION! 
On 21 July, the final day of  the 
Odesa International Film Festi-
val, AmCham Ukraine, together with 
chamber member Lavrynovych & Part-
ners law firm, gathered the business 
community for a cocktail party to both 
network and discuss films featured at 
the festival. Guests enjoyed wine and 
networking with fellow chamber mem-
bers. They also had the amazing oppor-
tunity to take photos in the cinema and 
with “real” world-famous actors and 
actresses such as George Clooney, Ryan 
Reynolds, Sandra Bullock, and Charlize 
Theron.

LOFTY STYLE
On 13 July, Kyiv’s international business community enjoyed a lovely summer evening in style 
with The Big Meet Street Party at Aloft Kiev Hotel. Guests were treated to an event dominat-
ed by fresh air, sunshine and a convivial atmosphere with pop-up bars and live music from local 
DJs on the street. Guests also received a complementary welcome drink and had the opportu-
nity to win some cool prizes in a special lottery draw.
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BEAUTY AND HEALTH 
On 4 August, the Miss Ukraine National 
Committee held the event ‘Sport Morning 
with Miss Ukraine: Healthy Edition’ on Ky-
iv’s TSUM’s rooftop. The event brought 
together nearly 100 girls including 20 Miss 
Ukraine 2018 contenders. The first part of  
the programme, a public talk, featured Iryna 
Galay, the first Ukrainian woman to conquer 
Everest, Svitlana Fus, a nutritionist and tel-
evision presenter and Viktoria Kiose, Miss 
Ukraine International 2016. They shared 
some useful tips on proper nutrition, active 
lifestyle, self-motivation, beauty stereotypes 
and standards. Then all girls took part in a 
workout with BodyArt fitness coaches. 

FROM WAKEBOARDING TO 
TRAMPOLING 
On 8 August, the City Swell complex 
(Muromets Island) became a venue for a 
special sports and entertainment event 
designed to present Active.Borjomi.Com. 
It is Ukraine’s first online hub focused on 
varied active leisure options. While bring-
ing together professionals and amateurs, 
this platform provides plenty of  useful 
information as well as announces themed 
activities that inspire young people to 
pursue active pastimes. Now you have a 
chance to learn about and take part in all 
aquatic and land-based activities going 
on in Kyiv – from SUP-surfing and hydro 
cycles up to horse riding and rope parks. 
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Traditional
Vyshyvanka
 Win a beautiful coloured 
vyshyvanka featuring the 
traditional Tree of Life 
embroidery. Made of natural 
stretch linen, fashionably 
designed, and richly 
embroidered, this piece 
will add a little panache to 
your Ukrainian wardrobe. 
Prize worth 1 800 UAH.

Enthralling 
Books
Win a set of enthralling books – a prize 
worth of more than 1 000 UAH, prepared 
by Pearson and Dinternal Education, the 
international centre for teaching and 
learning English. Fill your collection with: 
•  The Great Railway Bazaar by Paul 

Theroux
•  Persuasion by Jane Austen
•  The Red Badge of Courage 

by Stephen Crane
•  Man from the South and Other Stories

by Roald Dahl

What’s Up for Grabs

1st

2nd

We’re making it easier than ever to WIN a whole schwack of  stuff 
with WHAT’S ON – all you gotta do is snap a shot of  you and 
your favourite mag – What’s On somewhere in the capital and then 
throw us the file by email, post it to Facebook, tweet it to Twitter, or 
upload to Instgram. Just remember to be creative and original! The 
best photos – and winners – will be announced in the next month’s 
printed magazine – FAME AT LAST! 
Prizes change regularly – announcements for which will be made 
across all of  our social media channels, with multiple possible win-
ners each month!! So what are you waiting for Kyiv – get snapping! 
First winner will be announced in the next issue!

snap a pic with WO

WIN a prize! *
post to our social networks
 with tag #WhatsOnAllOverKyiv

All 
Over 
Kyiv

* Rules: Photos to appear in print must be a high 
res file, so make sure you set all smart phone settings to 
highest possible quality. If  others are in the photo with 
you, it’s your responsibility to make sure they’re cool 
with you submitting the image. i.e. that drunken selfie 
at a party not always the best choice. Submit entries 
by email to Editor@Whaton-Kyiv.com or on our social 
media channels, Facebook, Twitter, or Instagram – just 
use the hashtag #WhatsOnAllOverKyiv. What’s On 
staff choose winners, the final say of  which is entirely 
at our discretion, with no favouritism given to friends 
or family. 

Maksym Lesyk and Natalya Koval are our winners 
in August for the What’s On All Over Kyiv competition. 
Congrats!

Want to be our next winner? Get snapping with WO and 
post with tag #WhatsOnAllOverKyiv – it’s that easy!

AND THE PRIZES GO TO



2nd




